



































How to review a book

AES is highly science-oriented, and has a
very comprehensive headquarters library
in Downsview. This means many books.
both specialist and topical are available to
AES personnel.

Zephyr acknowledges this by printing
regular book reviews, written by people
within the service, all of whom have been
most generous with their time and efforts.
At the same time we are continuing our
search for new contributors. We believe
there are many readers with the interest
and qualifications to review a book but
who may be just a little unsure of how to
proceed. For their benefit, here are some
hints, partly based on George Sarton's
excellent article on the subject which
appeared in Science magazine way back
in 1960.

Read the book carefully, but don’t be
afraid to skip. Make copious notes as you
go. and begin your review as soon as you
have finished without procrastinating. First
outline the true subject of the book. Yes,
it's meteorology, but which branch? Next
tell something about the author: his achieve-
ments, studies, nationality, date of birth.
Getting into the meat of the book, ask
yourself whether it added anything new to
the field, or simply drew on known sources.
What was the book’s purpose, and did the
author succeed in carrying it out? If you
are really knowledgeable about a subject,
expand on it briefly in an informal essay
style. Even throw in a pithy anecdote.

Ifit’s a bad book, tell your readers why,
but never run an author into the ground.
Even a mediocre work requires long hard
toil. You could well remember the saying
of Roman philosopher Pliny the Elder:

“no book is so bad one cannot find some-
thing good to glean from it.”

Say whether you thought the book well
or badly written, an important point. As
for your own style, try not to turn the
review into a long scientific treatise or a
dreary list of contents. Keep it lively and
controversial, and end with a strong con-
clusion. Praise or condemn the book for
its graphics too. Be fair and thorough, not
picky and pendantic. Never look up your
own name or pet subjectin the index to the
exclusion of all else, or rave on about a
few minor technicalities. All the reader
really wants to know is whether the book
is worth reading.

Start all book reviews with the full title,
name (and rank) of author, name and

location of publisher, date, number of
pages. whether illustrated. and the price.
New books for review can be obtained by
contacting AES headquarters reference
librarian, Lilita Stripnieks. Titles cover
many scientific fields with the emphasis.
of course, on meteorology.

For further information on how to do a
book review. consult A Short Guide to a
Writing Critical Review™ by Eliot Allen
and Ethel Colbrunn obtainable from the
AES library. For general enquiries on
book reviewing. deadlines and so on,
please contact Zephyr at 4905 Dufferin
St. Downsview, Ontario, M3H 5T4. The
ideal length for a book review in this
publication is 500-600 words. This article
runs about 520 words.

AES holds

hydrometeorology workshop

More than 60 people representing some
14 organizations in centres as far apart as
St. John’s, Newfoundland, Vancouver,
B.C. and Yellowknife, N.W.T. attended
an AES workshop held in the Downsview
auditorium on Hydrometeorology Nov-
ember 24-28. Delegates learned how
Canada's water resources profoundly affect
every citizen in areas such as economics,
safety and recreation, plus the country’s
well-being as a whole.

Presenting the opening lecture on the
Role of Meteorology in Canada's Water
Resources, Assistant Deputy Minister
Jim Bruce led a team of 30 experts from

the Federal and Provincial governments,
universities and private industry. They
gave lectures, laboratory exercises and
demonstrations on topics ranging from
conventional precipitation measurement
and analysis, to new techniques using
radar and satellite information.

The workshop sponsored by AES Train-
ing Branch. also included panel discussions.
demonstration of a sophisticated computer
model and an excursion to the Canada
Centre for Inland Waters in Burlington.
where Dr. Milne Dick, Chief, Hydraulics
Research Division, and his staff gave
lectures and provided a tour of the facilities.

NAEERUHANGES

Promotions/
Appointments

E.L. Becker (MT-4) Meteorologist,
CFFC. North Bay, Ont.

H.P. Biron (MT-3) Meteorologist, Que-
bec Region, P.Q.
J.W. Bottenheim
Downsview, Ont.
S.G. Brodie (EG-2) Sfc. Tech. WS4,
Cree Lake, Sask.

G. Burke (EG-6) Tech. WCI, Edmon-
ton. Alta,

(RES-2) ARQT.

K.L. Caldwell(EG-3) U/A Tech. WSI,
Hall Beach, N.W.T.

K.W. Chan (PDF) ARQA, Downsview,
Ont.

L. Chenard (MT-3) Meteorologist. Que-
bec Region, P.Q.

J. Closter (CR-3) Clerk, WOI1, White-
horse, Y.T.

G. Coulombe (EG-5) CDS, QAEOU,
Nitchequon, P.Q.

R. Cross (MT-6) Meteorologist, ACET.
Downsview, Ont.

G. Deschénes (EG-1) Tech. QAEOO,
Baie Comeau, P.Q.

J. Douville (EG-4) Tech. QAEOQO.
Dorval, P.Q.

M.R. Eisner (EG-4) OIC, WS, Hope.
B.C.

S.A. Gauthier(EG-3) Tech. Qual. Cont.
CMC, Dorval. P.Q.

L.E. Gobeil (EL-2) Electronic Tech.
Central Region, Winnipeg. Man.

Y. Héroux (EG-1) Tech. QAEOO. Chi-
bougamau, P.Q.

W. Hume (MT-7) OIC, Arctic Weather
Centre, Edmonton, Alta.

B. Lamarche (EG-6) Tech. WCI1, Ed-
monton, Alta.

G. Langevin (EG-6) Tech. WCI. Ed-
monton, Alta.

R. Mailhot (MT-3) Meteorologist. Que-
bec Region, P.Q.

G. Mainprize (EG-2) Met. Tech. W04,
Calgary, Alta.







