





























BOOHSKEVIEW]

Reviewed by David Phillips

The Weather Book, Reuben A. Homnstein,
McClelland and Stewart Ltd., in co-
operation with Environment Canada and
Supply and Services Canada, 1980, 96pp,
64 illustrations, $7.95.

Many readers of Zephyr know Rube
Homstein as an Altlantic Region meteoro-
logist and broadcaster, now retired, with
an interest in weather lore.

His colorful broadcasts had served as
the base for a booklet called Weather
Facts and Fancies, distributed for some
years by AES as part of the series of
educational publications.

Extensively revised and enlarged, this
basic text has now become a commercially
available paperback, co-published by AES
and the private sector.

This new collection of facts and fables
about the weather is presented in a folksy,
delightful style, charmingly illustrated
and attractively produced. In it Hornstein
examines numerous folk-tales and weather
lore prevalent in North America and
elsewhere. They are grouped according to
various weather indicators, such as
animals, plants, clouds, sky colors, the
moon, sun and wind, dew and frost,
auroras, and lightning.

Contrasting and balancing the more
fanciful accounts of weather occurrences
and their causes, are simple definitions
and clear explanations of relevant meteoro-
logical events. As the sayings are quoted,
their basis in fact is analyzed. Many of the
maxims are sound meteorology, (e.g. “‘red
sky in the morning . . .”, or ““when dew is
in the grass, rain will never come to pass’)
others are based largely on superstition or
myth (e.g. “*sunshine on Groundhog Day,”
and “‘equinoctial gale™).

Much of the information has been
*Canadianized”, although only about a
quarter of the more than 120 sayings,
literary references and anecdotes are
original Canadian material, and nearly all
of that is from Prairie and Maritime
sources.

For me the tall ales were especially
enjoyable, like the following two:
.. .one very hot day, the field that was
planted in popcorn, well, it began popping.
The ground was so deep in white popcorn
that some cattle in the next field thought it
was a blizzard and froze to death;™ and:
**. . .up there in New Brunswick the weather

can change awfully quick. One time I was
watching the trout jump on the lake and a
cold squall came down from the north. I
walked out on the ice and picked up a fine
mess of trout.”

More than merely a collection of folk
tales, The Weather Book is also a source
of practical information on how to avoid
being hit by lightning, how to forecast the
arrival of the mysterious chinook arch,
and how the thermometer originated.

The title and cover page are somewhat
misleading; they promise more than the
book is able to deliver. Ifit is meant to be a
“how to forecast guide” for the outdoor
recreationist, then it was an oversight not
to include pictures of the clouds mentioned
in Chapter 6 (or at least the titles of the
four clouds shown), or information on

wind changes, or surface water temp-
eratures, among other forecast elements.
Obviously the cover was designed by the
publisher’s promotion department, not by
the meteorologist-writer.

Nevertheless, the book stands up as an
entertaining and often useful compendium
of weather information. Over 100 literary
references, nearly 50 sketches and 18
photographs help to make it a readable
addition to most any person's library,
from a meteoroloigst to a lay reader.

(Negotiations for the French version are
underway with the Department of Supply
and Services.)

Mr. David Phillips is superintendent,
Climatological Services Division, Cana-
dian Climate Centre, Downsview.

Howard Ferguson filled in as
Regional Director General

Howard L. Ferguson returned to his
regular duties as Director, Air Quality
and Inter-Environmental Research Branch
on September 135 after filling in as Regional
Director General, Ontario Region for six
months.

Replacing Dr. R.W. Slater during his
absence on French language training, Mr.
Ferguson was the first AES officer to hold
such a position for a considerable length
of time.

Regional Directors General are
members of the Senior Management
Committee of DOE, reporting directly to
the Deputy Minister and usually represent-
ing him in dealings with the provinces.

Duties of the RDG, Ontario Region
include management of the Great Lakes
Water Quality Program, and he is also
closely involved in consultations with
United States agencies and the Province
on water quality agreements.

SIFABECHANGES

Promotions/
Appointments

J. Abraham (MT-4) Meteorologist, WO1,
Whitehorse, Y.T.

R. Arseneault (EG-3) U/A Tech.
QAEOU, Nitchequon, P.Q.

A. Bagi (CS-1) ACRO, Downsview,
Ont.

Y. Belland (EG-6) Surface Inspector,
QAEOI, St-Laurent, P.Q.

J.M. Bullas (MT-6) Supvr. Meteorologist,
Prairie Weather Centre, Winnipeg, Man.
M. Collins (EG-2) Met. Tech. WS3,
Jasper, Alta.

P.V. Connor (EG-10) AIMC Downs-
view, Ont.

G. Cormick (EG-5) Met. Tech. WO4,
Inuvik, NNW.T.

C. Daigle (EG-3) U/A Tech. QAEQOU,

Fort Chimo, P.Q.

J.E. Dennahower (EG-5) Pres. Tech.
WO, Sarnia, Ont.

H. Fast (PC-1) Scientist, ARPX, Downs-
view, Ont,

I. Findleton (MT-8) Meteorologist,
CMC, Dorval, P.Q.

M.A. Gillespie (EG-3) U/A Tech. WS1,
Mould Bay, NNW.T.

M. Greenwood (EG-6) Western Region,
Edmonton, Alta.

D.A. Henry (EG-2) Sfc. Tech. WS4,
Hudson Bay, Sask.

L. Jackson (EG-2) Met. Tech. WS3,
Cape Parry, NW.T.

B. Kinsman (EG-2) Met. Tech. WS3,
Fort McMurray, Alta.

P. Koclas (CS-1) Analyst, CCRM,
Downsview, Ont.

G. Langevin (EG-6) Met. Tech. Alberta
Weather Centre, Edmonton, Alta.

R. Lantigne (EG-3) U/A Tech. WSI,
Eureka, NNW.T.
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