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Automatic Weather Stations -
instrumenting the future.
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when compared with the well lit cities of
Canada, but it was a most welcome sight
after the long flight. The usual tiresome
job of customs and health clearance was
thankfully speeded up by my hosts from
the Academy Sinica,and within an hour
I was settled in at the Peking Hotel.

Twelve hours of sleep and a good
breakfast restored me to the point where |
was ready to tackle some work, only to be
informed that my first day in Peking
should be spent resting. My presence,
however, was requested at a reception to
be given at noon in my honor, by the
Academy. Held at the famous Roast
Peking Duck Restaurant, it was a truly
unforgettable experience. The Director of
the Institute of Atmospheric Physics,
Professor Yeh Tu-Zheng, and his staff,
gave me a very warm welcome. A trad-
itional Chinese meal followed. The spe-
cialty, of course, was roast duck but the
array of extra dishes seemed endless, as
were the toasts. After a while I wondered
how many parts of a duck can be eaten
and was soon informed that the real
delicacy, the tongue, had been saved for
me, the guest of honour! Well, after
having already eaten parts of the feet, I
tackled the tongue without too much
difficulty. The reception was followed by
a three hour tour of the Forbidden City
and my so called ‘day of rest’ turned out to
be a very pleasant introduction to China.

My work was carried out at a small
observatory in the town of Shiangher,
about 70 kilometres east of Peking. This
meant an early rise each morning, since
the journey by car took up to 90 minutes.
The volume of traffic and its variety,
rather than the state of the road, accounted
for the long travel time.

The work consisted of installing the
ozone spectrophotometer and teaching a
staff of three observers how to operate it.
Work progressed at a comfortable pace,
and any potential language problems were
overcome with the help of Wang Ming-
hsing, a scientist from the Academy who
interpreted without hesitation.

The staff expressed their eagerness and
enthusiasm with a constant flow of quest-
ions. As I was not used to speaking so
extensively, my voice suffered. But fre-
quent cups of hot jasmine tea helped me
get through the day.

Lunch hour at Shiangher would have
satisfied a discerning gourmet. As there
are no cafes or restaurants in that part of
rural China, arrangements had been made
to have lunch at the county hostel in the

town. The hostel serves as a local govern-
ment seat and is rather large. The man-
ager, who had not entertained foreign
visitors before, did not know what to
provide. To get around the problem, he
seemed to serve everything available:
chicken, beef, pork, duck, fresh water fish,
soups, rice, various vegetables and several
salt water items which included a spong-
like fungus contained in most soups.
There was sufficient food to feed ten
people (but I was assured that the leftovers
would not be wasted).

Although the car ride to and from the
observatory was time consuming, it gave
me a chance to see the farming country.
The coastal plain is extremely flat. Trucks,
tractors, mule and donkey carts, hand
carts and wheelbarrows frequently moved
the earth from place to place, presumably
to achieve this flatness that will give the
best results for the extensive irrigation
systems in that area.

The winter wheat had been planted in
October and was well sprouted by late
November. It is harvested in late spring or
early summer, at which time corn is sown.
A common sight in December is to see
people of all ages sitting in the farmyards
rubbing the corn cobs with a small tool to
release the kernels, while some winnow
the accumulated pile to separate the chaff.
The corn stalks had previously been
bundled and stacked against the outer
walls of most rural dwellings to serve as a
windbreak and probably for use as fuel as
the winter progressed.

The small town of Shiangher did not
have any noticeable industry, but once a
week was the gathering place for thousands
of peasant farmers who had good:s for sale
or exchange. One particular morning we
were stopped by police about five miles
from the town and given and escort the
rest of the way to the observatory. It was
market day and it took us 40 minutes to
reach the observatory, the escort car
incessantly blowing the horn ahead of us.
The two lane road became increasingly
congested with vechicles, bicycles, people
and animals. An ingenious way of getting
a live pig to market is to strap it on the
carrier seat of a bicycle, upside-down,
though the cyclist usually had some dif-
ficulty keeping his balance as the pig
struggles, its four feet in the air. The main
streets of the town served as the market-
place, and I felt somewhat embarrassed at
the confusion we created in trying toreach
the observatory.

The extreme tidiness of the countryside

in rural China is impressive. The roads
are usually elevated a few feet above the
level of the land and invariably have trees
planted very uniformly on each side. The
trunks are whitewashed from the base up
to about five feet. It appeared that every
mile of road was walked each day by
peasants with hand carts cleaning up
manure and fallen branches. There was
no litter anywhere.

In sharp contrast to the simple slow-
paced lifestyle of rural China, Peking
presents a bustling appearance. Nobody
seems to know the population, but est-
imates range from seven to nine million.
Peking seems to be less sprawling than
Toronto. Apart from several majestic
looking government buildings and muse-
ums the city is rather drab, but my impres-
sions were probably infltifenced by the
lack of vegetation and greenery at that
time of year.

Familiar features such as plazas and
gas stations are seldom seen, with shops
being concentrated in just a few areas.
The lack of neon lighting was very obvious
and, apart from the names on the store
fronts, there seemed to be no advertising.
One sees little but row upon row of small-
brick dwellings and low-rise apartment
blocks, with concentrations of factories in
certain areas. The city was blanketed in
smog during my visit, with early morning
visibility sometimes at about two hundred
yards, and little better than a few miles by
afternoon. About one person in four wore
a gauze mask over the mouth and nose.

The major traffic arteries were very
wide, and facilitated the endless flow of
cyclists. Apart from commercial vehicles,
most of the cars on the street were taxis;
but it is not possible to flag one down. To
get a cab, you must phone a depot to
arrange for one, or be at one of the major
hotels with a depot office. This is the law.

It took me a few days to figure out how
the traffic system works in Peking. The
main avenue is wide enough for four lanes
each way, with the two lanes closest to
each curb limited to bicycles, leaving two
lanes each way near the centre for vehicles.
There are two solid white lines down the
centre of the avenue, but you are allowed
to cross them to overtake slower traffic.
Actually, you have the use of the whole
road to jockey for position when the traffic
light turns green! It becomes a mad dash
to the next traffic light, the only stipulation
being that you must be on the proper side
of the double white line when you get
there. The horn blowing is incessant,
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Staff Changes

Promotions/

Appointments

W.S. Appleby (MT-6) Scientific Officer,
APCO, Ottawa, Ont.

B. Barette (EG-3) Observer, QAEOU,
Inoucdjouac, Que.

Y. Bilan (MT-2) Meteorologist, Arctic
Weather Centre, Edmonton, Alta.

J. Blommers (CS-3) Senior System An-
alyst, Arctic Weather Centre, Edmonton,
Alta.

G. Burke (EG-6) Officer-in-Charge,
Inuvik, NW.T.

C. Chang (SCY-3) Secretary, Pacific
Region, Vancouver, B.C.

G. Chataigneau (IS-3) Scientific Editor,
Training Branch, Downsview, Ont.

G. Coulombe (EG-3) Observer,
QAEOU, Nitchequon, Que.

P. Cromwell (MT-2) Meteorologist,
CFWO, Greenwood, N.S.

S.J. Hickey (EG-6) Port Met. Officer,
Atlantic Region, St. John’s, Nfld.

K. Kanthak (CR-1) Junior Records
Clerk, Central Records, Downsview, Ont.
A.S. Koonar (CS-2) Systems Program-
mer, Ice Branch ACIF, Ottawa, Ont.
M. Lazare (MT-2) Meteorologist, Arctic
Weather Centre, Edmonton, Alta.

R. LeCotey (EG-5) Officer-in-Charge,
Norman Wells, N.W.T.

D.A. Mason (EG-6) Pres. Tech. Atlan-
tic Region, Bedford, N.S.

D.W. Matthews (EG-5) Pres. Tech.
Atlantic Region, Moncton, N.B.

R.J. Miller (EG-6) Pres. Tech. Toronto
Weather Office, Toronto, Ont.

J.M. Nicolau, (TR-1) Translator, AAT,
Downsview, Ont.

J. Ostrander (EG-6) Instructor Tech.
Training, = Meteorological  Training
Centre, Cornwall, Ont.

R. Santo (EL-5) Electronics Tech. Region
Office, Edmonton, Alta.

M.M. Savard (EG-3) Observer,
QAEOU, Frobisher Bay, N-W.T.
G.M. Shah Dr. (PC-2) Project Physical
Scientist, ARPD/ARPX, Downsview, Ont.
D.K. Smith (SX-2) Director General,
Central Services, Downsview, Ont.

E. Taylor (MT-2) Meteorologist, Arctic
Weather Centre, Edmonton, Alta.

R.T. Varriano (CR-4) Accounts Pay-
able Supervisor, Finance Div. Downsview,

Ont.

A.F. Wallace (MT-5) Senior Meteor-
ologist, Ontario Weather Centre,
Toronto, Ont.

Transfers

G. Brien (EG-2) Observer, QAEQOO,
Cape Dyer, NW.T.

N. Bussieres (MT-2) Meteorologist,

PRWC, Winnipeg, Man.

E. Byrne (CR-3) Senior Records Clerk,
Central Records, Downsview, Ont.

P. Cote (MT-5) Ice Climatologist, Ice
Branch, ACIC, Ottawa, Ont,

L. Dixon (EG-5) Presentation & Obs.
Tech. WO4, Edmonton, Alta.

S.A. Dupuis (MT-3) Meteorologist,
Arctic Weather Centre, Edmonton, Alta.
D. Forbes (MT-5) Meteorologist, AES,
Bedford, N.S.

A. Forgues (EG-6) CDS, QAEOQU,
Fort Chimo (Kuujuak) Que.

D. Jolly (EG-6) Specialist Instructor,
Training Branch, Cornwall, Ont.

F.K. Keyte (MT-7) Program Analyst,
Monitoring &  Prediction  Div.
Downsview, Ont.

R. Lagace (EG-4) Observer, QAEOU,
Maniwaki, Que.

R. Lepine (EG-2) Observer, WAEO,
Cape Parry, NW.T.
P. Montambault
Winnipeg, Man.

H. Mosher DSS, Darmouth, N.S.
M.L. Phillips Dr. OAED (MOP)
Toronto, Ont.

R. Rioux (EG-2) Observer, QAEOO,
Clyde, NW.T.

T.B. Shannon Ontario Weather Centre,
Toronto, Ont.

M.E. Still (MT-5) ARQT, Downsview,
Ont.

R.A. Stuart Dr. APDG, Downsview,
Ont.

T. Yip (MT-2) Pacific Weather Centre,
Vancouver, B.C.

Central Region,

Retirements

A.H. Carson, (CR-3) Toronto Weather
Office, Toronto, Ont. April 1980

M.O. Cooper, (CM-5) Ontario Weather
Centre, Toronto, Ont. March 1980
D.T. Hay, CM-5) Ontario Weather
Centre, Toronto, Ont. April 1980

M. Kostiuk, Training Branch,
Downsview, Ont. April 1980

L. Receiver, (CR-5) Pacific Region,
Vancouver, B.C. March 1980

A. Roy, Computing Centre, Downsview,
Ont. February 1980

G. Thompsen, (SCY-3) Pacific Region,
Vancouver, B.C. March 1980

Departures from AES

D. Bentley, Alberta Weather Centre,
Edmonton, Alta.

R. Coroza, Computing Centre, Downs-
view, Ont.

M. Cote, CPQ, Ville St-Laurent, Que.
P. Delannoy, Canadian Forces School of
Meteorology.

F.R.C. Ezemenari, Dr. ARMD,
Downsview, Ont. to Ajaokuta Steel Co.

Ltd., Nigeria.

C. Kechichian, Data Acquisition,
QUAQO, Ville St-Laurent, Que.

J. Law, Instruments Branch, Downs-
view, Ont.

G. McDonald, W.0.4 Calgary, Alta.
R.L. Milo, Canadian Forces MetOc
Centre, Halifax, N.S.

F. Schultz, W.S.1, Sachs Harbour,
N.W.T.

P. Stacey, St. John’s AES, St. John’s,
Newfoundland

Temporary or Acting

Positions

K. Little (EG-7) Specialist Instructor,
ACGC, Cormwall, Ont.

E. Traill, (SCY-2) Secretary? Informa-
tion Directorate, Downsview, Ont.

R. Winterer, (MT-4) Meteorologist,
Canadian Forces Weather Services,
Canadian Forces Forecast Centre,
Edmonton, Alta.

Deceased

L.R. Layton, retired Meteorologist from
Edmonton, Alta., March 20, 1980

Promotions, appointments, transfers,
temporary or acting positions sections
provide information on new postings in-
cluding location. Only temporary or act-
ing positions which involve a change oflo-
cation are listed. Retirements and depar-
tures indicate the last posting.

Abbreviations used are:

MT - meteorologist

EG - engineering & scientific
support

SERES - research scientist

PC - physical scientist

ES - economist, sociologist,
or statistician

SX - senior executive

DA-PRO - data processing

EL - electronics technologist

ENG - engineer

GL-VHE general trades

ST - secretary

FI - financial officer
Corrections

Jim McCulloch’s name was misspelled
on the article he prepared for the Jan./
Feb. issue of Zephyr. Part two of his
article in the subsequent issue incor-
rectly indicated that part one was in
the Nov./Dec. issue.

The Mar./Apr. article on AES’s
Sunday Historian was written by
Zephyr staff and not by Gwen Rawlings.
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