


WORK OF THE TWENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE
WMO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The twenty-ninth session of the Executive Committee of the World Meteoro-
logical Organization which was held in June in Geneva under the presidency of Mr. M.F.
Taha (Egypt), reviewed the activities of the Organization during the past year and approved
the programme for the coming year. Among the important decisions taken by the Com-
mittee, those concerning the First GARP (Global Atmospheric Research Programme) Global
Experiment and climate are of particular interest.

The main objective of the First GARP Global Experiment (FGGE) is to obtain
sets of atmospheric and oceanographic data for purposes of research the aim of which is, on
the one hand, to extend the period of validity and improve the accuracy of meteorological
forecasts and, on the other, to obtain a better understanding of the physical basis of climate.
The Executive Committee approved the timetable for FGGE which will comprise a build-
up year from December 1977 to November 1978, and an operational year from December
1978 to November 1979 with two special observing periods in January-February and May-
June 1979. The Committee considered that the resources which are available, or which have
been promised, to carry out the FGGE, although still inadequate, will make it possible to
achieve the main objectives of the experiment, and invited governments to provide additional
resources, particularly for making upper-air soundings in the tropical zone. The experiment
will be conducted by the Member countries of WMO, but an FGGE operations centre will be
set up in the WMO Secretariat. The Committee considered that, from a practical point of
view, the success of FGGE would be advantageous for the development and effectiveness
of meteorological services provided for various human activities.

The attention given by the Executive Committee to the problem of climate
is to be explained by the fact that the subject of climatic change and climatic variability
will, without any doubt, become of increasing importance, in view of the many human
activities which are becoming increasingly sensitive to the vagaries of climate. The Com-
mittee decided to convene early in 1979 a high-level scientific and technical conference, to
be called World Climate Conference and attended by meteorologists and also experts repre-
senting all sectors of the national economy which are affected by climate, including agri-
culture, energy. water resources, fisheries and public health. Arrangements have been made
to speed up the preparation of a detailed World Climate Programme and to give particular
attention to the standardization of climatological records and the monitoring of climatic
changes due to natural causes and human activities. A Research and Monitoring Project in
Atmospheric Carbon Dioxide was also approved.

The Committee also paid attention to the other activities of the Organization
and reviewed in detail the programme for 1978. It was noted that although considerable
progress had been made in implementing the World Weather Watch since it was launched
in 1967, additional efforts should be made, particularly as regards the observing and tele-
communication systems in the tropical belt and in the southern hemisphere. In the field of
agricultural meteorology, the Committee encouraged the publication of technical notes, the
organization of conferences, symposia or seminars on agrometeorology and WMO participa-
tion in implementing certain FAQ projects. While examining activities relating to monitor-
ing air and marine pollution, the Committee agreed on the desirability of organizing an
experiment for the integrated monitoring of pollution in the various environments (atmos-
phere, inland waters, oceans, soil and biota) and made the necessary arrangements for further
study of this question. The Committee expressed satisfaction at the co-operation which has
been established between WMO and the United Nations Environment Programme. The
Committee examined the resolutions of the United Nations Water Conference and decided
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assume, dans son domaine de compétence, toutes ses responsabilités relativement a ces
résolutions.

Au cours de la session, le vingt-deuxiéme prix de I’Organisation météorologique
internationale a été décerné a M. G.P. Cressman, directeur du National Weather Service,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration des Etats-Unis. La remise du vingt et
uniéme prix de ’OMI, décerné en 1976 a I'académicien soviétique E.K. Federov, a eu lieu
durant la Session. Le prix a été créé en 1955 en ’honneur de I’ancienne Organisation météo-
rologique internationale non gouvernementale qui a été, en 1873, a I’origine de la collabora-
tion internationale et que I’Organisation météorologique mondiale a remplacée en 1951.

Pour combler les postes vacants, cinq nouveaux membres ont été élus au
Comité exécutif dont la composition est maintenant la suivante:

Président: M.F. TAHA (Egypte)

Premier vice-président: A.P. NAVAI (Iran)

Deuxiéme vice-président: Ju.A. IZRAEL (URSS)
Troisiéme vice-président: J.E. ECHEVESTE (Argentine)

Présidents des associations régionales

Afrique (1): C.A. ABAYOMI (Nigeria)

Asie (II): A.G.J. AL-SULTAN (Iraq) (par intérim)

Amérique du Sud (III): R. VENERANDO PEREIRA (Brésil)

Amérique du Nord et Amérique centrale (IV): D.O. VICKERS (Jamaique)
Pacifique Sud-Ouest (V): R.L. KINTANAR (Philippines)

Europe (VI): R. CZELNAI (Hongrie) (par intérim)

Membres élus

N. ARIZUMI (Japon) (par intérim)

M. AYADI (Tunisie)

CHANG-NAI-CHAO (Chine)

W.J. GIBBS (Australie)

W.L. GODSON (Canada) (par intérim)

C. ALBERTO GOMEZ (Colombie) (par intérim)

E. LINGELBACH (République fédérale d’Allemagne) (par intérim)
S. MBELE MBONG (République unie du Cameroun) (par intérim)
R. MITTNER (France) (par intérim)

A. NYBERG (Suéde)

B.M. PADY A (Maurice)

M. SAMIULLAH (Pakistan)

M. SECK (Sénégal)

R.M. WHITE (Etats-Unis d’Amérique)
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La premiére constatation fut que les coulées d’eau d’érable les plus prononcées
sont souvent observées durant les premiers jours de dégel suivant une période de gel. La
coulée dans ces cas semble liée aux paramétres météorologiques qui déterminent la tempé-
rature de I’écorce de I’arbre, soit la radiation solaire et infrarouge, la ventilation et la tempé-
rature de l’air ambiant. Par contre, cette séquence de gel et dégel est loin de toujours
engendrer une coulée. De plus, cette derniére n’est pas restreinte aux seules journées qui
répondent a ces critéres.

Somme toute, bien qu’il semble existé, ce lien entre les conditions météorologi-
ques et la coulée est encore mal défini. Une meilleure connaissance du processus de pro-
duction de la coulée de la séve d’érable et une plus grande quantité de données pourraient
probablement répondre a plusieurs questions sur le sujet. Dans cette ligne d’idée, une
équipe de chercheurs de I'Université du Vermont se préparent a analyser 4 I'aide d’un
ordinateur les données colligées durant 28 ans d’observation 4 leur ferme expérimentale.

En conclusion, I’équipe suggéra que le projet soit mis en veilleuse pour les
raisons suivantes.

1. Les connaissances du lien complexe entre les conditions météorologiques
et la coulée d’eau d’érable ne sont pas suffisantes pour permettre d’élaborer
un programme adéquat de prévision acéricolte.

2. Les experts contactés sur le sujet ne s’entendent pas sur l'utilité de telles
prévisions.

3. 1l serait possible de diffuser des prévisions spéciales acéricoltes qui pour-
raient aider a planifier les opérations connexes a ’exploitation de ’érable a
sucre, sans toutefois prévoir les conditions de coulée comme telles.
Cependant, les prévisions météorologiques standards parviennent normale-
ment a rendre ce service.

DR. R.E. MUNN — RETIRES

Lunch for Dr. R.E. Munn given by the old Spadina Road micromet group
on June 2, 1977 at Black Creek Pioneer Village.

Present:

Dr. R.E. Munn

Dr. H. Martin

Dr. H.E. Turner
Dr. F. Fanaki

Mr. S. Melnichuk
Mr. J. Markes

Dr. Rao Polavarapu
Dr. D.W. Whelpdale
Mr. J.S. McLernon
Mr. M. Buryeko
Mr. J. Kovalick

Mr. V.S. Derco

Mr. A.W. Smith
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AES LIBRARY TAKES EXERCISE BREAKS

The AES Library is now taking 10-15 minutes every day for an exercise break.
Most of the staff including the Head Librarian participate.

The aim of an exercise break is to provide a short interlude of relaxation and
exercise, which will stimulate circulation, improve posture, relax tense muscles, and counter-
act boredom or mental fatigue. The exercise break is in mid-morning or mid-afternoon,
after people have been sitting for a long period of time at their desks, in meetings or at
conferences.

Marilyn Lemaire, a secretary in Field Services is the instructor. Marilyn has
been interested and involved in the practice of physical fitness for a considerable period of
time and has completed “The Fitness Leadership Development Program” at Seneca
College in Toronto.

Why are so many people concerned with fitness these days? Because Canadians
are facing a fitness crisis (call it an energy crisis). One study shows that less than15% of our
men, women and children are fit, yet we spend a greater proportion of our Gross National
Product on health care than any other country in the world. Postural defects are increasing
among children, and more tragically, physical fitness among Canadians may actually begin
to decline as early as the age of 6.

During the past century, people in industrialized countries have radically
reshaped the environment in which they live. Technical devices of all kinds have assumed an
increasing amount of the work formerly performed by muscle power. In most cases changes
were for the better. But they have also created major problems.

One of these problems is that the individual, originally designed for hard
physical labour in the Stone Age, must adapt to a world dominated by technical innovations.
Modern man must appreciate that regular physical activity is necessary if he is to function
properly. Part of the ample spare time which we all enjoy — as compared to previous genera-
tions — must be utilized for ‘active’ recreation.

Departments of Health across Canada are concerned about the fitness of
Canadians. People devote more attention to maintaining the good condition of their cars
and their pets than to their own health. But it is of vital importance that we should be
physically fit in order to manage our daily work and make our leisure time meaningful. Two
or three half-hour periods of rational training every week are sufficient to build up and
maintain good physical fitness.

Recognition of the importance of fitness is becoming widespread and we are
seeing the results in the many fitness programs being promoted in Government and industry.

The YMCA has a booklet called Fitness for Business which outlines reasons for
industries and offices to have fitness programs. Did you know . . . ?

— Some $200 million is lost to the Ontario economy each year due to heart
disease.

— One out of five executives over 45 will have an acute heart attack before
reaching 50.

— More than half the Canadian population is overweight.
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meteorologists in the service for duty at sea and designated shore establishments, and
laying a solid foundation for oceanographic support for naval requirements. Involvement
with National Defence meant involvement with NATO meteorological activities. This was
acknowledged by a telegram from the Chairman, Military Committee Meteorological Group
— a position which Mr. Ganong had held from 1970 to 1973. Alex MacVicar, who took
over from Bill on the aircraft carrier in 1951, read these messages to him. There were also
messages from a number of friends and associates who could not be present at the reception.

Presentation of a travel bag and a yachting cap — both of which will no doubt
be used extensively — was made to Mr. Ganong by M.K. Thomas, Director General, CSD,
on behalf of his AES colleagues. Speaking for his Ice Branch co-workers, W.E. Markham,
Chief of the Ice Forecasting Central, presented a set of mounted musk-ox homs as
a remembrance of Mr. Ganong’s association with the Arctic aspects of his Ice Branch duties.
Mr. Ganong’s secretary, Thelma Hershorn, presented a corsage of roses to Mrs. Ganong.

In thanking those present for the gifts and sentiments extended to himself
and Mrs. Ganong, Bill philosophized on the strength of the AES organization, debunked
the myth of the indispensability of any individual to a large organization, and extended
an invitation to those who can, to drop in to visit them after they relocate.

On the evening of 11 June in Ottawa, Mr. & Mrs. Ganong were guests at a get-
together by former colleagues in DND and by the Ottawa units of the Ice Branch. This was
an occasion for Des Kennedy, for many years Bill’s boss, to produce another of his famous

literary creations. Among presentations made was a plaque with a naval crest, and inscribed:

TO THE ONE AND ONLY DIRECTOR OF NAVAL
WEATHER SERVICE IN CANADIAN HISTORY
FROM HIS COLLEAGUES IN THE CANADIAN
FORCES WEATHER SERVICE.

He was also presented with a painting of a well known Ottawa scene — skating
on the Rideau Canal. And by his former colleagues in the Naval Weather Service he was
given the traditional naval farewell.

Bill and Connie have returned to their native Digby, N.S. to take over the
“Ganong Estate’. As a keen sailor his interest in and knowledge of meteorology will always
be put to good use. Their many friends in AES extend to them best wishes for a long and
active retirement.

W.E. MARKHAM APPOINTED

William E. (Bill) Markham has been appointed Director, Ice Branch of the
Atmospheric Environment Service Fisheries and the Environment Canada. The appoint-
ment by the Public Service Commission was announced by Dr. W.L. Godson, Acting
Assistant Deputy Minister, Atmospheric Environment Service.
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niste des glaces, il s’est vu confier la création d’un service canadien de prévision des glaces.
Sous la direction de M. Markham, ce service a fonctionné a Halifax jusqu’en 1971 puis s’est
installé A Ottawa.

Auteur de nombreux articles et études sur I'état des glaces, M. Markham a
contribué a la publication de la Nomenclature OMM des glaces en mer dans le cadre de
I’Organisation météorologique mondiale (OMM). Il est actuellement président du groupe de
travail des glaces en mer de 'OMM.

Sa femme, née Esther Thoen, lui a donné deux fils, aujourd’hui mariés, et une
fille.

THE 11TH ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE
CANADIAN METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY

On June 1, 2 and 3 two hundred meteorologists and oceanographers gathered
in Winnipeg to attend the 11th Annual Congress of the Canadian Meteorological Society.
The Congress theme was ‘“The Meteorology of the Great Plains’” and it was held in the
modern facilities of the Winnipeg Convention Centre. This new building is just across the
street from AES Central Region Headquarters, which was only one of the conveniences
it provided. Rooms of all sizes were available and restaurants and shops abound within the
Convention Centre itself. Most of the delegates were housed within a very few minutes
walking distance of the Centre and this proved to be a pleasant stroll in the fine weather
with which the Congress was blessed.

Keynote speakers were Dr. J.D. McQuigg of Columbia, Missouri and Dr. N.P.
Fofonoff of the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, Massachusetts. This
was followed by 20 scientific sessions in which delegates heard more than 90 technical
papers. Some of the subjects covered were; weather forecasting, limnology, coastal processes,
solar and wind power, air quality and Canadian Arctic Oceanography. At noon on the
second day, the Congress banquet and presentation of awards took place, again within the
Convention Centre itself. Well over 200 people were in attendance as John Hay, the President
of the Society, presented the following awards:

The Patterson Medal — J.R.H. Noble

The President’s Prize — W.F.J. Evans

The Prize in Applied Meteorology — E. Wovinckel and S. Orvig

The Rube Hornstein Prize in Operational Meteorology — S.V.A. Gordon

Following the presentation, attendees were treated to a light-hearted assessment of “‘recent
literary trends in Saskatchewan” by Dr. Paul Hiebert, a retired Professor from the University
of Manitoba and noted humourist.

This was the third year in which the Oceanographers as a division of
the Society, played a large role in the Congress. The increasing activity of this group and the
inter-relationship of the two disciplines led to the decision at a business meeting held during
the Congress to change the name of the Society to “The Canadian Meteorological and
Oceanographic Society.”




































77-DFE-WIN-CC-516

77-DOE-TOR-INV-31

75-DOE-TOR-CC-88

77-DFE-EDM-CCID-11

76-DOE-TOR-CC-289

The following transfers took place:
Les transferts suivants ont été effectués:

D.T. Tidbury

M.Pindam

T.G. Medlicott

R.J. Grauman

E.G. Goldberg

S.D. Wood

R.J. Mills
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Records Manager CR 4
Central Region
Winnipeg, Manitoba

R. McGregor

Director, Ice Branch MT 9
AES HQ

W.E. Markham

Ice Branch EG-ESS 5

AES HQ

C.J. Leyten

Arctic Weather Centre CM 5
Edmonton

M.R. McNaughton

Professional Training Division MT 7

AES HQ
J.R. Gagnon
From:De Officer-in-charge, Alert EG-ESS 6
To:A  Officer-in-charge, Sable Island
From:De Base Meteorological Officer, Shearwater
MT 5
To:A  Senior Meteorological Officer,
Maritime Command Headquarters,
Halifax
From:De Regina Weather Office MT 5
To: A Alberta Weather Centre, Edmonton
From:De AES HQ EG-ESS 8
To:A  Edmonton Regional Office
From:De AES HQ MT 2
To:A  Arctic Weather Centre, Edmonton
From:De Vancouver Regional Office AS 3
To:A  Field Services Directorate AES HQ
From:De AES HQ MTS
To:A  Ontario Weather Centre












