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LITERATURNAYA GAZETA (LITERARY GAZETTE) #25(4263) 21 JUNE 1972

The Soviet weekly journal “Literary Gazette,”” with a circulation of about
500,000, is intended for writers, including science writers for the science section.

While in Moscow in August of 1971, at the General Assembly of IUGG
(International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics), Dr. Warren L. Godson was interviewed
by a reporter for this journal, in his capacity as Secretary of IUGG’s International Association
of Meteorology and Atmospheric Physics (IAMAP). He was given a questionnaire and his
remarks on his selection of questions were taped.

It would appear that such views were canvassed from many scientists and
probably a selection was made for each of several issues of the Literary Gazette. The names
included, in the list of interviewees, encompassed a very high-powered group — starting with
a double-Nobel-Laureate.

Dr. Godson’s interview was completed by a picture and a brief biographical
sketch — and the interview itself, bearing in mind the passage of time and double translation
— English — Russian — English, is considered by Dr. Godson to be a very faithful reproduc-
tion of what he said — clearly there was no editorial intervention whatsoever.

Other scientists who answered this questionnaire were: —

Professor Linus Pauling, USA

Academician S. Soholev, Academy of Science, USSR
Academician O. Baroyan, Academy of Science, USSR

Prof. Z. Snikovskii, Institute of Nuclear Energy — Poland
Prof. Jan Tinbergen, University of Rotterdam, Netherlands.

The following excerpts are the translations from the Russian on Dr. Godson’s
submission.

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Warren Godson (Canada) was born in 1920, Geophysicist. The basic sphere
of Dr. Godson’s scientific interests has been in problems of dynamic Meteorology. He has
also investigated the application of statistical methods in meteorology and the role of atmos-
pheric ozone and the climate of the Arctic.

Dr. Godson has also spent much time on scientific-administrative work. For
many years he has been the secretary of the International Association of Meteorology and
Atmospheric Physics (IAMAP) and has ensured an effective cooperation between scientists
of various nations. He has several times visited the Soviet Union. At the present time Dr.
Godson is with the Atmospheric Environment Service in Toronto.

QUESTIONNAIRE — “Twentieth Century Science and Society”

Question I How do you explain the fact that science has advanced during recent decades
to the present day prominent position in the life of Society? Will it keep this
position also in the future?
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Question 7

Reply

Question 8

Reply
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Does a keen interest of society in science impede its progress?

I think that the interest of society in science should not bother it. We live in a
peculiar time. Not long ago a scientist had no need to present the results of his
research to the public. However, today these results can be used for taking
decisions on which the fate of all mankind depends. Unfortunately, the scien-
tists with far out, I would say, extreme, views were the first to react to the new
situation. However, most scientists listening to statements containing different
kinds of extreme views, comfort themselves with the thought: “Well, nothing is
wrong, common sense will win.” It may “win” but it also may not. In North
America such quiet rational scientists are referred to as the ““Silent Majority™.
This silent majority must end silence, it must make its rational views known to
governments and to the silent majority of the population and in this way
avoid extreme solutions to problems.

Doesn’t it appear to you that after a period of general interest in exact
sciences, a period of some cooling off toward it follows in the younger
generation?

When a person gets involved in exact science he soon finds out that it is not too
difficult. The fact that a given science is exact implies that it involves consider-
able calculations that can be carried out nowadays by means of computers.
The computer calculations do not directly involve human ingenuity and this
has been the reason for a small decrease in the prestige of exact sciences.

At the present time in North America, our young people, in very large numbers,
are studying in fields that can generally be termed management, Life is becom-
ing so complicated that the problem of management of business, industry and
in general, society, is the main precondition of its orderly functioning. Further-
more, the specialists in management are better paid than the scientists.

Question 11 Does scientific work promote the development of high moral standards?

Reply

In my view it is impossible to be a good scientist and have low moral standards.
The present day scientist strives for the truth irrespective of what it implies. Let
us suppose 1 carried out some research and later discovered I had made a
mistake. I carry the responsibility before the entire scientific community and
must at once announce publicly that I had made a mistake. All people make
errors in judgement, but who except scientists find it necessary to make them
public?
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Physiographic models of mean monthly precipitation distributions have been
evolved. Monthly analyses of 1971 and 1972 data are proceeding. The models and
analyses are based on a S km by 5 km grid. A mean monthly “lake evaporation” model has
been produced and a mean monthly actual evapotranspiration model is being developed.,
using topographical and cover characteristics determined from special maps and aerial photo-
graphs. A runoff model is being developed independently by B.C. Water Resources Service.
Models of the 3 basic variables (runoff, precipitation, evapotranspiration) will be tested for
consistency with water balance constraints and adjusted as required. Models will be tested
and if necessary modified for extreme flow (drought or flood) conditions.

Evapotranspiration correlates highly with net radiation. Scientific literature
contains few useful references on the variations of evapotranspiration or net radiation in
mountainous terrain.

In order to provide adequate measurements of radiation to meet the above
requirements, the Observational Studies Division of the Research Directorate undertook
a program of measurement of various components of the radiation balance. Under the
direction of the research scientist, Mr., J.R. Latimer, a plan was developed to measure in-
coming short-wave, incoming all-wave, reflected short-wave and net all-wave radiation at two
levels, approximately 6100 foot altitude on Mt. Kobau and at approximately 1200 foot
altitude in the adjacent valley for a four month period starting June 1.

The project was assigned to Mr. V. Marsh, Research Data Acquisition Section,
who, with the assistance of Mr. L. Howard, Pacific Region, selected the sites, made the
necessary contractural arrangements, prepared .the instrumentation and completed the
installation. Eleven variables in all are being measured at the two sites and the project be-
came operational during the first few days of June.

Certain special short term experiments will be conducted during the period
of the National Atmospheric Radiation Centre’s intercomparison of standards during July
and August. The project will be terminated during the first week of October.

PRESSURE FALLING — BUDWORM SWARMING

Is it possible that in future years aneroid barometers will be calibrated to in-
dicate biological changes as well as trends in weather conditions?

A study presently being undertaken by the Department of Environment,
Forest Insect Laboratory at Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, may well lead to the establishment of
such a concept. The Sault Ste. Marie Weather Office is currently providing, bi-weekly, a 3
day forecast of significant drops in atmospheric pressure for the Agawa Bay area. This
information is being used in the study of the infestation of the Spruce Budworm which
is found to occur with significant drops in atmospheric pressure.
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LES ORAGES

CANADIAN COAST GUARD OPEN HOUSE — PRESCOTT

The Ontario Region of the A.E.S. was invited to participate in a two day open
house at the Ministry of Transport’s, Marine Service Agency at Prescott, Ontario on Junc
23-24,1972.

The display consisted of an exhibit of working instruments used aboard S!lips
of the Coast Guard and at lighthouses in observing and coding weather reports for input into
the Great Lakes Weather reporting network.
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RECORD DE PLUIE DU SIECLE EN JUILLET?
“LA TRIBUNE DE SHERBROOKE”

par Claude Boucher

SHERBROOKE — “Le mois de juillet 1972 a déja battu un record de précipi-
tation et risque d’établir le record du siécle”, révélait hier I'officier de présentation des
données météorologiques au Service d’environnement atmosphérique de Sherbrooke,
M. Réal Franc.

Le maximum de jours pluvieux enregistré a I’aéroport de Sherbrooke au cours
des dix derniéres années, pour le mois de juillet, a été atteint hier. En effet, 16 journées du
mois de juillet, cette année, ont été marquées par la pluie. La moyenne s’établissait 4 13
jours de pluie pour le mois de juillet, au cours de cette période.

Au rythme qu’a adopté la précipitation depuis le début du mois, selon I’officier
de présentation, il est fort probable que le record de 7.61 pouces de pluie enregistrée pen-
dant le mois de juillet 1938 sera battu puisque 7.20 pouces de pluie ont déja recouvert la
région de Sherbrooke.

De plus, il n’est pas & écarter la possibilité que le record du plus grand nombre
de jours pluvieux au cours des mois de juillet depuis 1901 soit mis en bréche. Le mois de
juillet 1938 avait accumulé 20 jours de pluie et marquait ainsi le maximum de journées
pluvieuses pour les mois de juillet depuis 1901. Or, depuis le début de juillet 1972, 16
jours de pluie ont été calculés et il reste cinq jours avant la cloture de cette étape.

Par ailleurs, M. Franc a précisé que le mois de juillet, cette année, a été plus
frais que la normale au cours des dix premiers jours et que, par la suite, la température
s’est modifiée pour atteindre une moyenne de 65 degrés (F.) ce qui constitue la normale
enregistrée pour les mois de juillet depuis 1901.

Il a en outre rapporté que les 3, 13 et 21 juillet derniers ont été les jours ou la
pluie s’est faite plus abondante. Les précipitations enregistrées pendant ces journées-la se sont
élevées, respectivement, a 1.16 pouce, 1 pouce et 1.49 pouce de pluie.

Malgré cette pluie abondante et continue, la Streté du Québec ne relevait pas
de dommages importants dans région de Sherbrooke.

GREAT LAKES’ CLIMATE PUBLICATION

A comprehensive publication dealing with the climate of the Great Lakes
area has become available to members of the general public. The book called “The Climate
of the Great Lakes Basin,” uses over 50 maps plus diagrams and tables to describe the
weather conditions over this unique international area. The publication is the work of two
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PERSONNEL
July 1972
The following have accepted positions as a result of recent competitions:
72—-AES-CC-24 Meteorology (MT) 8
Head, Physical Climatology Unit
Climatology Division (CSD)
G.E. Bristow
72—-AES-CC-107 Meteorology (MT) 6
Staff Officer Meteorology
Maritimes Command HQs, Halifax.
J.B. Elliot
The following are on Project Assignments for the Field Services Directorate:
A. Agricultural Services Project (6 months) —  R.F. Cake
B. Public Weather Services Project (6 months) — G.D. Moody
C. Handbook of Arctic Meteorology (1 year) —  H.P. Wilson
Two well known former CMS meteorologists have rejoined the AES.
Dr. B.W. Boville — Atmospheric Processes Research Branch, ARD
Mr. H.W, Johnson — Aviation Weather Services, User Requirement Division,
FSD.
RETIREMENTS

The following have recently retired from the AES.

G.B. Brown —  CAO (CMO)

J.A. Burgess —  CFB Uplands

L.B. Foster —  CFB Greenwood
R.A. Hornstein —  Atlantic WC

D.B. Kennedy — CFHQ

P.A. Knight —  CAO (CMO)

D.M. Robertson —  Winnipeg

D. Strachan —  Vancouver WC/WO

R.V. Tyner — Atlantic WC
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TRIVIA

“We squander our health in search of wealth, we toil we sweat, we save.
Then we squander our wealth in search of health and only find the grave.”

Interesting letter received at AES Headquarters from New Zealand.

“The Bamboo Farm,”
West Coast Rd.,

R.D. Oratia,
Auckland,

New Zealand.

6th June 1972.

To The Director,
Canadian Meteorological Division,
Ottawa, Canada,

Dear Sir:

Could you please let us have, or tell us the cost to us of any information you
have on (1) Isaachsen Island
(2) The Meteorological Station which, from Professor Neatby, who has written
quite a lot about those Regions, I hear is established here. My husband has 5 sea captains
and an admiral in his direct Norwegian ancestry and my great Uncle John Matthews was on
one of the ships that Lady Franklin sent up to look for her husband. My great Uncle John
Matthews was a great great nephew of Admiral Benbow.

I have inherited a Fitzroy Barometer and have Admiral Fitzroy’s book on
“Weather” as well as a lot of books about Arctic Exploration; so a Weather Station on
Isaachsen Island is of much interest to me and my husband and descendants John, Roald
and Samuel Isaachen.

Their great grandfather was Captain Bach who, at one time commanded the
“Flying Cloud.” My husband Harold Isaachsen (74) and 1 Annie Benbow Isaachsen (76) .
both heard Roald Amunsden lecture on his return from the South Pole. Can we do anything
for you? What is the address of the Isaachsen Island Weather Station? Anything at all
about it is of great interest to us.

Sincerely,
Annie B. Isaachsen.
P.S. This isn’t exactly weather, but I report all the earth tremors I am sure of for our

area on the Waitakere Ranges, 13 miles from Auckland. Dr. Eiby is very glad to have my
reports.






