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Brook House
Hythe,
Kent

Nov. 23.71

Mr. W_H. Mackie
739 West Hastings Street
Vancouver 1, B.C.

Dear Mr. Mackie

Your letter with enclosed photo was here yesterday when I returned from a visit.
Thank you very much indeed for the appreciation of my husband’s service as a voluntary
observer, which you express so well.

It is kind of you to send me the photograph and 1 look forward to having the
Centennial Plaque in my small house on my son’s ranch.

It is bitter that Harry could not have lived to receive the Plaque and to have had
the Award presented to him by you personally.

There is this consolation that if the award had been one year earlier while he was
still alive, it would have gone in the fire which destroyed our house and all its contents in

May of this year.
From him and myself I tender my thanks to the Canadian Meteorological Service.

Your sincerely,

Hilary Wearne
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HYDROMETEOROLOGICAL RESEARCH PROJECT — OKANAGAN STUDY

Work is continuing on the analysis of Okanagan Basin monthly precipitation and
evaporation for the Okanagan Project. A model has been developed for monthly mean
precipitation distributions based on 30-year normal records and incorporating snow survey
data collected by the B.C. Water Resources Service. From regression analyses based on
5-km grid square physiographic variables the long term monthly mean maps are printed by
the Climatology Division computer. For individual months in 1971 and 1972, observations
of precipitation departures from normal from the enhanced basin network will serve as an
input for computer analysis using the IBM Stampede Program. Combination of these maps
with the normal maps will then yield individual monthly precipitation maps.

A preliminary model for “lake evaporation” has been developed based on analyses
of Class A pan data from network stations in Alberta and British Columbia. Grid-square
analyses of monthly mean lake evaporation over the Okanagan Basin are being prepared
based on variations in elevation and latitude. Individual monthly analyses will be carried out
using observations from the enhanced basin pan network for 1971 and 1972 and the mean
maps. Ratios of actual evapotranspiration to lake evaporation will be based primarily on a
grid-square analysis of cover characteristics using available land use maps plus recent large
scale aerial photography. Monthly analyses of precipitation and actual evapotranspiration
will be compared with grid-square run-off analyses being produced by B.C. Water Resources
Service and all maps will be adjusted to ensure consistency from a water balance point of
view. Three reports on AES analysis and fesearch activities in the Okanagan Project have
been prepared to date.

ICE ACCRETION STUDY — GANDER AND TORBAY

Installation of ice sensing equipment has been completed at both Gander and
Torbay with the cooperation of airport maintenance staff. Mr. Chainé of the Climatology
Division personally supervised the installation during a two-week visit to Newfoundland.
The Newfoundland and Labrador Power Commission has indicated interest in the project
and volunteered its assistance during the installation phase.

PARLANT FRANCAIS A LA DIRECTION CENTRALE

Saviez-vous que trente-sept personnes a la direction centrale du Service de I’Envir-
onnement Atmosphérique apprennent la langue francaise, dont trente-trois participent au
cours d’immersion? C’est-vrai, et d’ailleurs, peut-étre que cela explique les difficultés qu'on
a lorsque I'on essaie de nous rejoindre. Mais, de la persévérance! On deviendra bilingue
bientot.

[1 y a un groupe d’étudiants dans la section de prévision qui s’appelle ‘““Le Club
francais 315”. 1l s’est établi ’an dernier & ancienne direction centrale. Le 17 décembre,
1971, ce club-ci a organisé une réception en I’honneur des professeurs et du personnel du
Centre d’enseignement du francais au nouvel édifice. Cette réception a consisté en une visite
aux différentes sections suivi par une dégustation de vin et de fromage. Cinquante-trois
personnes y ont assisté, la plupart des étudiants et vingt invités. Vous seriez étonnés de nous
entendre parler la plus belle langue du monde a la réception, spécialement aprés quelques
verres de vin. Pensez-vous!
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QUATRE SAISONS DANS UNE SEMAINE

"QUAND ON VA DANS LE NORD,
ON Y VA PREPARE!"

PROGRESS REPORT ON METEOROLOGISTS (B.Sc.) COURSE 28

Twenty-eight students from an initial enrollment of 34 on Unit I training last June
completed Unit II training on December 17, 1971. Of the 28 students who will enter Unit
III training on January 4, 1972, one will be required to write 2 supplemental examinations
in order to obtain a clear record on the academic phase of training.

Seven of the students on course are French-Canadian. Many of these are fully
bilingual and while some of their marks are probably depressed due to language problems
all acquitted themselves well. In the group of seven the distribution of the weighted average
grades was as follows:

Division I — One (Mr. Felx ranked number one in the class)
Division I — Five
Division III — One

Three of the students who completed Unit II training had earlier qualified
as meteorological technicians. Of these, Mr. Devine has more than 10 years service and
acquitted himself very well on the Met. (B.Sc.) course by obtaining a first-class honour
weighted average.

Two students from the Quebec Region graduated from McGill with a major in
Meteorology. Each obtained good Division II standing on Course 28.
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Precipitation to Dec. 22 in 1964 was 5.76 inches — so far this year it is 5.63
inches.

But few will forget that last week of December 1964. By the end of the month it
had shot up to 87.3 inches and at 2 a.m. on the morning of Jjan. 1. 1965, there was 52
inches of snow on the ground. And 29 inches of it fell in one night, Dec. 31.

Is the McCoy Lake recorder predicting another such month this year? “I never
make predictions’ said Wilson cagily. ““All I am saying is that to date there is a remarkable
similarity in weather conditions between this December and December of 1964.”

He’s not predicting a thing but he’s keeping his snow shovels handy.
NOW, ABOUT THE WEATHER . . . (The Daily Colonist — Victoria B.C. December 19/71)
It isn’t all in the mind. It can be cold here.

There was a recent reminder that the winter season sometimes goes beyond
dreary wetness. Although the white stuff had a consistency of slushiness scorned by
Prairie immigrants who have migrated because of ‘“‘the real thing,” there was at least
a suggestion that temperatures can fall. And it might be well to consider introduction, not
only for the benefit of the transplants but the natives as well, of an innovation in meteoro-
logical reporting that is followed extensively on the Great Plains.

It is something known as the chill factor which, apparently, was devised by the
Canadian Army at shivering stations in the outbacks of northern Manitoba. The chill factor
has to do with the effect of the wind on a given area of human flesh. Rather than actual
temperatures registered on the thermometer, it is regarded at the true measure of human
discomfort in winter out-of-doors.

It makes sense, despite a psychological claim that has emerged from a graduate
research program in the field of Eskimo anthropology at the Regina campus of the University
of Saskatchewan. The Leader-Post at the provincial capital says the study should be of
practical interest to southern residents. It is understood, says the newspaper, “‘that the
investigation has turned up the intriguing fact that Eskimos in the remote Arctic islands
who haven’t been corrupted by effete, technology-ridden white people can, in many cases,
raise their resistance to the discomfort of wind chill and frigid air by ‘thinking warm’.”

This may be so, but it should be remembered also that it is a well established fact
that the people of the far north, through their very diet, have a better fatty tissue insulation
than those of other climates. They also have a cultural conditioning of the skin to stand more
cooling without discomfort than urban white people can put up with. They have more
functional winter clothing as well.

Thinking warm may have its point, but in these parts even a little wet white
resulted in a scurrying for scarves and anti-freeze and some thoughts about this chill factor
thing which, thus far, has not spread to the true west, the Pacific coast. If and when it does
it should add greatly to a favorite topic for small talk in an area which has much wind in its
weather.



