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when Edmonton received more than

7.5 ¢m of snow on New Year's Day.
Customers from 15 November to

Boxing Oay were promised refunds if

the city received that amount between
12:01 AM and midnight New Year's Day.
Eleven em of snow feli—a surprise given
the El Nifto-tike winter. Insurance covered
the payouts.

1998: A jeweller paid out $500,000 1

New Year's Day

Fufl Moon O

to their iowest iavels that winter,
Okanagan Valley vintners were

finally able to harvest the ice wine
crops—one of their latest harvests ever.
Thousands of doHars in potential revenue
were at risk when mild weather plagued
crops throughout December. An Arctic
system finally brought temperatures
bhelow -10°,

1998: When temperatures plunged 2

1998: Eight people perished in
southeastern BC affer 3 avalanches
roared through the Kootenays on

the 3rd and 4th. Poor visibility,

winds up to 80 km/h, and 2 heavy blizzard
hampered ssarch and rescue. Aretic air
troze the old snow, forming a crust; then
heavy, fresh snow caused an unslable
situation, resulting in a high avalanche
risk,

Perhelion 08:00 EST

to skaters for the first time this

winter despite the earliest opening

date on record (21 December). Many
residents in the National Capital Region
claim skating on the Rideau Canal is
whal makes winler bearable.

1898: Warm 5° temparatures forced
officials to close the Rideay Canal

Provinces leaving 26 cm of snow in

parts of Nova Scotia and 10 to

15 em in PEl and southern New
Brunswick. Snow-removal crews were
kept busy as strong winds filled in roads
behind the ploughs. in eastern
Newloundland, snow changed to rain; but
blizzards were prevalent in the west and
across the Northern Peninsula.

1885: A storm struck the Allantic 5

1117: K was a gorgeous night for
viewing narthern lights or “pretly
dancers™ ai Yark Factory, MB.

The term pretty dancers is belleved

te have evolved from the French “petit”
or “little” dancers. Some of the Indians
believed that aurora borealis foretald
bad weather.

destructive weather event was In

its third day. lce Storm 98 was
monstraus—70 to 110 mm of

freezing precipitation and 30 hours of ice
rain (nearly double the normal annuai
duration}—and its areal coverage, from
Ontario to New Brunswick, was extreme,
Abouf 900,000 Quebec households were
without power, and 100,000 in Ontario.
Property damage casts and business
losses exceeded $2 biflion.

1888: Canada’s most disruptive and 7

1o the same ice storm that ravaged
eastern Canada. The Sunday

Telograph reported: “Last week in
Stoddard, New Hampshire, 2 wemen
driving down the same road from opposite
ends found their paths blgcked by a falien
iree. They stared helplessiy at each other
from eithar side of the massive, unmov-
able trunk—and then swapped cars.”

1898: Northeastern U.S. tell victim 8

1997: High winds and heavy snow
resulted in a treacherous morning

rush hour in the Toronto area.

“Traffic was ... like a big funeral
procession,” said one cab driver.

High winds caused whiteouts and drifting
made the 15-cm snowfall in souther
Dntario seem much warse. Since the
storm came fram Texas, people were fold
1o blame it on the Americans.

Last Quarter O

1988: A chunk of ice left by Ice
Storm 98 detached from the
raof of a house and fell, killing

a woman near Quebec City.

A good-sized chunk of ice, measuring

5 by 50 om, can sasily weigh 3 or 4 kg,
enough to cause serious damage.

Some people wore bicycle helmets

whan walking in the streets.

1998: Six months ago cloud
physicists with Environment
Canada chose this week to fly

surveys over eastern Ontario

ta manitor freezing rain. (Call the timing
coingidental; if took place during the ive
Storm.} They had determined that this
was one of the best places in North
America, next to Newfoundiand, for
{arge-droplet icing.

1884: A whiteout caused one
of the worst traffic accidents
in Canadian history when
200 cars piled up on the

12

Queen Elizabeth Way near Burlington, ON.

The blizzard blocked all 6 lanes of the
highway for 8 hours. With car parts and
personal belongings scatiered every-
whers, the highway was described as 2
“snowhlown wracking yard.”

Weather Quiz
What is the average life

expectancy of a snow shovel?
1) 1season

2) 2.5 years

3) 3years

4] 8 years

5) 10 years

19888: Winds gusting to
139 km/h tied up transportation
in Atfantic Canada, including

on the Confederation Bridge.

Since it opened in May 1997, officials
have had to close the bridge to vehicles
with broad, talf sides on about 2 dozen
accasions because of high winds.

.

1997: Some of the coldest air
in years swept across northern
Ontario. At Kapuskasing, the

post office cancelled

residential mail detivery atter wind-chill
temperatures dipped below -60°.
Whiteout conditions forced closure of
sireiches of the Trans-Canada Highway at
Wawa, and the bitterly cold winds brought
frostbite cases into hospital emergency
wards,

1988: The M/V Flare freighter,
heading to Mentreal from
Rotterdam, hroke into two

from the pounding of 4-m

waves near Newfoundiand. Twenty-one of
25 crew members perished. Canadian
Search and Rescue found 4 survivors
clinging to an icy, overtumed lifeboat.
Bad weather thwarted salvage tugs trying
to snag the front of the Flare, which
remained afloat for 4 days.




1998: A Chatham, ON, ice

manufacturer increased sales

of bagged ice to Ottawa during

Ice Storm *88. Retail sales of

ice were strong in the frozen storm region
as residents moved produce from their
power-dead refrigerators info containers.

New Moon .

1794: From Teronio
Remembered, A Celebration of
he City by William Kilboorn:
“The Queen’s Birfhday.

The weather is so mild we breakfasted
wiih the windew open.”

1935: More than 40 cm of

snow fell on Vancouver in ong

of its worst storms in history.

Strong winds whipped snow

into 2-m drifts before 267 mm ot rain and
freezing rain over 4 days washed them .
away. The roofs of many buildings,
including the Forum, collapsed under the
weight of the precipitation.

1948: During ice Storm 98,

a chunk of ice 8 cm thick and

1m by 1/2 m Hlew ot one

truck and crashed into the

windshield of another on Highway 7 in
eastern Ontario. The driver suftered
injuries to his face and eyes. The Ontario
Provincial Police warned motorists about
the dangers of driving too close to
fce-encrusted vehicles.

1998: Howling winds and

driving snow (up to 15 em}

crippled parts of Cape Breton

Istand. The storm closed

schools and malls, and treacherous
driving conditions kept people from
meelings and social events, Whiteout
and blizzard conditions were reported on
many provincial highways. The storm
also delayed a vote on 2 new contract by
public school teachers in Nova Scotia.

1887: A thick sheet of glaze

from a storm of lce pellets

and fraezing rain covered 2 2
Ottawa and district, making

walking and driving treacherous.

More than 46,000 students wers withoot
transportation when big yeliow school
buses stopped running. One local reporter
wrote that the storm “lurned the region’s
roads into one hig paycheque for coltision
cenfres.”

1976; A temperature of -34°
in Montreal was bad enough,
but the wind chill mads it

feel like -65°. Officlals

warned that at these temperatures
frostbite can pceur in lgss than a minute.
The cold cassed 2,000 workers at Olympic
Stadium to be sent home, forced the
cancellation of races at Blue Bonnet
Raceway, and closed schools throughout
the eity.

1881: Three days of freezing
rain in Nova Scotia’s Pictou
region coated telegraph

wires, trees, fences, and

buildings. Lumberjacks were afraid 1o
leave their camp because of failing tree
branches.

First Quarter 0

1998: An Envirenment Canada biologist
claimed that nasty weather, e.g.,
hurricanes and fropical storms, corre-
sponding with the bird migrating season,
were |argely responsible for a decline in

songbird pepulation in South
3 1 and North America.
Full Moon O

1998: Two days of steady,

even torrential, rain caused

flooding in the Maritimes after

several rivers overllowed their

banks and spilled onto roadways.

At Truro, NS, a large tidal bore and
melting ice from the Salmon River
produted the worst fiooding in more than
25 years. A drop in temperature turned the
floodwater into chunky ice and siush. Ice
jams extended as far as the eya could
see.

1997: For the second year in
a row, weather groundad
Japanese hot air balloonists

attempting a world record

near Calgary. In 1996, unseasonably
warm weather had forced the team to land
in a Manitoba farmer’s field. Below-2ero
temperatures are usually good news—
dense cold air uses less propane—but
record cold temperatures of -37° or lower
were 106 ool

1997: A frigid Arclic air mass
gripped the West with record
cold. In Saskatoon, one

trucker drove over a fire

hydrant buried in snow, resulting in a
geyser of waler. Because cold metal is
very brittle and can cause major break-
downs, graders and garbage trucks were
inoperable. The cify sent its outside
waorkers home until it warmed up.

1757: It was so cold in York
Factory, MB, that brandy froze.
English brandy freezes

at-32°.

1997: Torrential rains, about
65 mm in 24 hours, flooded
homes, roads, and streets in

the Vancouver area. Several

basements in White Rock filled with
water. The Coquitlam area alse suffered
when riging walers, washouts, and land-
slides blocked roads. In the interior, the
same woather system produced avalanch-
es, torsing closure of parts of the Trans-
Canada Highway.

1954: A ternado, accom-

panied by heavy hail and

lightning, struek White Point

Beach near Liverpool, NS.

Since tornadoes rarely occur in the
Maritimes, even in summer, this was a
freakish event, Wreckage was strewn over
a distance of approximately 1 km, and
large beams were driven into the earih

to & depth of aimost 172 m.
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Winnipeg registered -41.4°, the

coldest day on record in the past

28 years, and about 20 deprees

colder than on Batflin Island. As It turned
oul, Winnipeg had 12 other days this
winter with femperatures below ~30°, and
18 days with wind chills below -50° or a
wind-chill factor above 2250.

1996: The official thermometer in 1

1915: Freezing rain and high winds
turned snow drifts into mounds of

ice, 110 3 m high, along rail tracks

from St. Thomas to London, ON.

Since snowploughs proved uselass,
hundreds of men used picks and shovels
to try to clear the tracks. Passengers were
brought into Londan on sleighs after
spending the night stranded.

Groundhog Day

1997: The ice bridge at the base of
Niagara Falls was the largest since

the 1960s. The bridge, spanning

the Niagara Gorge from the Canadian

to the American shore, was as high

as 20 m in some spots. No one has been
allowed o venlure onto the ice formations
at the base of the fails since 1912. That
year, 3 people died when a piece of ice
bridge collapsed and dragged them inte
ths deadly Niagara Gorge rapids.

1997: Two successive snow storms

in Montreal had cars skidding or

stuck in deep, wet snow. To save

maney, the city had ended weekend
snow removal. Most of the snow turned
inta shiny ice that glazed city streets and
sidewalks. Hospitals reported 5 times
the usual number of sprains and hroken
hones. The Jewish General Hospital

ran out of plaster of Paris.

1987: Mountains of ice, swepl by

high winds, poured over breakwalis
along the Lake Erie shore, south

of Windsor, ON. Ice squashed

coltages and homes in Colchester. Warm
waather had caused the ice {o break up,
creating open water at the shoreline.
The scene became a tourist aftraction
as hundreds of locals, armed with video
recorders, tame out to gawk at the piles
of ice stacked up in front yards.

1998: Saskatoon was having a

tough time getting rid of slush,

snow, and ice on the streels.
Near-freezing temperatures had
softened the snow but didn't melt it.
Towing companies were busy helping to
extricate cars from the slush, especially
in back alleys and residential streets.

(below 0° temperatures and lots

of sunshine) for the opening of

Ottawa’s Winteriude. Thousands of
visitors enjoyed skaling on the quaint
120-year-old skating rink behind Rideau
Hall on the grounds of the governor
general’s residence.

1996: The weather was near pertect 7

1951: Mild temperafures, rain,

melting snow, and ice jams in King's
County, NB, disrupted slectrical
service, fleoded roads and homes,

and damaged buildings. At Norton,
highways were under water at some
points, and the street leading into town
was covered by more than 30 cm.
Rising waters flgoded side streets in the
community and inundated the ground
flsors of buildings.

Last Quarter O

ite wine producers several million
dollars. Vintners Quality Alliance
standards demand that grapes for
Ontario ice wine be harvested and
pressed at temperatures colder than -8°,
a process that requires up to 12 hours of
consistent cold. Such conditions
happened only 2 or 3 times this winter.
Betause the grapes were so long on the
vines, hungry birds and dehydration
decreased by half the amount of juice to
he extracted,

1998: £l Nifio mildness cost Ontario 9

1987: A snow-laden section of

roof collapsed at a St. John's

shapping mall, injuring

7 people. None were serigusly

injured, as most shoppers, warned by the
noise of the creaking roof at the Sears
department store, escaped before the
cave-in. Earlier in the week, a blizzard
had dropped more than 30 cm of snow In
the city’s worst storm that winter.

1998: Because of lce Storm "98
in January, Montreal added
one more pick-up day to its

calendar to help dispose of tres
branches. Ofticials asked residents to

tie the branches in bundles no longer
than 1 m and to leave them in front of
their buildings, out of the way of
pedesirians and metorists. The branthes
were used for composting and to cover
waste sites,

1980: The 2,469-fonne ship

Maurice Desgagnes developed

a Hst in heavy weather

100 km southeast of Halifax.

The crew of 22 ahandnned the ship and
was d by the Canadi ¥
Huron.

1997: A “February thaw”

pushed daytime highs well

ahove zero across most of

Alberta for the next 5 days.

As temperatures exceeded 10° in the
south, the unusually deep snow from the
previeus 2 months began to melt rapidly.
in Calgary, where considerable street
flonding oveurred, side streets were
described as a “huge slurpee.”

The warming also forced the postpone-
ment of World Cup bobsled races.

1997: Many Canadians were
still digging their way through
winter, hut in Victoria, they

were counting posies.

The 213t annval flower count starfed
today. Last year, Victorla residents count-
ed a record-breaking four billion Hlowers.

Valentine’s Day

1390: Vanconverites gota

taste of a real Canadian winter 1
when 14 ¢m of snow leli on

the city in 24 hours. The heavy

snowfall resulted in abandoned cars,
fender-benders, crowded buses, and late
planes. As many as 20,000 students on
Vancouver's North Shore received an
unexpected holiday when schools closed.
Boats moored at Granville Island were
laden with thick, wet snow,

Heritage Day—Alberta

1993: The temperature at

Redvers, 8K, dipped fo

around -30°. {n the Gamiers’

unheated barn, newborn

calves sultered frosthitten ears. "l felt so
sorry for my babies, so { got out a tape
measure and same fleece, and sewed 2
sef of Mickey Mouse ears,” said Marge
Garnier. The muifs fasten to the caif’s
head with Velcro straps. The result was
“Marge’s Mufis.”

Hew moon @

1979: The 13th running of the

160-km ski marathon from

Lachute to Hull began under

brutally cold conditions. At the

start of the race, lemperatures hovered
around -30°. Because of the severe wind
chill, only 86 of 1,353 paricipants com-
pleted the race.

1966: Winnipep Internationat

Airport experienced its coldest
temperature ever, -45°,

But busses manaped to run on
schedule, and planes and trains arrived
only a few minutes late. In spite of the
cold, the city’s annual anti-mosguito
campaign was underway as ofticials

began spraying thousands of hectares
of bushiand,

1998: Warm weather seriously
deteriorated snowmobile irails
throughout nerthern Ontarig.

The Sauit Trailblazers First-

Annual Poker Run had to be cancelled.

On the North Channel, between Gore Bay
on Manitoulin Igland and Spanish on the
maintand, officials closed a trail hecause
of a 6-m gap of open water in the ice.
Holes in the ice were wide enpugh for
unsuspecting snowmohbilers {o fall
through.

1848: A plane from an Inter-
national pilot training centre
in Gimli, MB, crashed onto

frozen Lake Manitoba en

route to Dauphin, killing both people
aboard. Visibility at the crash site was
poor at the time. The weather cleared
slightly after notitication of the crash.

A Hereules carrying a search-and-restue
crew spotted the plane and parachute just
as the RCMP arrived on their snow
machines.




1876: A snow-laden

nor'easter blew down irees

and huildings in PEI,

including the Roman Catholic
Chapel in Cardigan. The winds also
fanned a serious fire in downtown
Summerside.

1997: Road conditions—with
{ight snow, ice pellets, and
continuous rain and freezing

rain—contributed to the

traffic deaths of 3 Isianders on PEI.

The mixture of precipitation created some
of the mast hazardous driving conditions
in recent years. Up 1o 20 om of snow,
whipped by winds gusting to 88 k/h,
produced huge driffs at the sast end of the
island. The ice on vehicles was so thick
that people had to resor! to using hot
water.

First Quarter O

1995: President Clinton
made his first official visit to
Ottawa. When Prime Minister

Chrétien joked that he had

ordersd unanimous consent of the House
1or what was really a beautiful, springlike
day, Clinton respondad, “I have pondered
for some time the difference between the
Canadian pelitical system and the
American one. | realize in one respect,
clearly, you are superior. We do not
contirol the weather in Washington, and

| am grateful that you do.”

Weather Quiz
Almaost 90% of Canadians

obtain a weather forecast in
the morning to plan thair day.
People in which province are least likely

to listen to weather forecasts:

5 British Columbia

1998: An enormous winter
storm dumped close to 2
season’s worth of snow on

paris of southern Maniloba

and Saskatchewan. It was one of the
waorst storms in history. The wind hlew

0 hard in Brandon that some roads were
snow-covered within minutes of heing
ploughed. Just 2 days before the storm,
trees were forming buds, and many
people thought winter was over.

1914: A blustery, twisting

wind fram the south and west

struck Clareshoim, AB,

causing extensive damage.

Buggies, wagons, and cars were blown for
hundreds of metres. The greatest damage
was ta the curling rink, and to the curlers.
It was bad enongh that the rink was just
about paid for, but the idea that there
would he ne more curling caused curlers
to go into mourning.

driffing snow reduced

vigibilities to near zero abeut

45 km easl of Trois-Rivigres, PQ.

Poor driving conditions resulted in a
major highway aceident involving 27 cars,
4 traclor-trailers, and 2 ten-wheelers.
Two people digd and 15 were injured in
the aceident.

1882: An intense winter
storm wilh blowing and

1998: The North Bay Police
Force credited El Nifio and
the warmer-than-usual winter

tor a sharp drop in accidents

on city roads. There were 173 motor
wvehicle collisions logged between

1 January and 23 February, at least
100 fewer than during the same period
last year when motorists had to contend
with snow storms and freezing
temperaiures.




FEBRUARY
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28

Alberta Chinook / Daryl Banson / Masterfile

s

APRIL
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

away as northern Onfario and Maine
participated in PEI’s Mill River
International Sled Dog Races.

Following 2 week of rain and above-
freezing temperatures, the rates were
almost a washout. The trail was slow and
in poor shape. "The puppies aren't happy;
the mushers aran’t happy. Bul we've
raced hefore in the rain, and we'll race
again,” said one organizer.

1998: Forty-four teams trom as far 1

1847: A huge snow storm dropped

73 tm over 2 days in the Oftawa

area, bringing the city to a

standstill, Expectant mothers were
hrought 1o the hospltal on tobeggans.

By noan, horses making deliveries and
drawing ploughs dropped in the streets
trom exhaustion. In ong incident, a car
everheated and caught fire. Since the fire
department couldn’t gat thers, spectators
doused the Hames with handfuls of snow.

Full Moon O

1996: There was nothing lamblike
about early March weather in

Alherta. A combination of heavy

snow in excess of 12 cm and bitterly
cold tamperatures around -18° caused
chaos for Calgarians as city police
reported 99 fender-benders in a 12-hour
period. Four people were killed in
weather-related accidents in the
Edmonton area.

1998: About 70,000 ta 175,000
customers in the eastern Avalon
Peninsula were without electrigity

for more than 24 hours after heavy

ice toppled transmission lines. The Royal
Newfoundland Gonstabulary received
several reports of burglar alarms going off
as the power fluctuated. Hardest hit was
the Bay de Varde arsa, where ice caused
about §0 poles and numerous power lines
to collapse.

1771: “The winter in general has

been the mildest | ever knew al

Churchill and till the first of March

the laast snow that has been

remembered at which time a violent snow
came on the NNW and lasted 4 days with-
out intarmission ... The depth of the dritt
in the yard Is about 22 feet.” [Lefter from
explorer Samuel Hearne]

1974; The communlty of Hall

Beach, NWT, was without power

for 6 hours during the night when

the main generator broke down and
the stand-by generator failed o start
because of temperatures around -40°,

1997: Residents of Nova Scotia

anil PEL felt the effects of a late
winter blast. Heavy snow and strong
winds downed power lines, leaving

Weather Quiz

According to an Environment
Canada study, based on factors
such as fog, wel days, and sunshine,

1997: A late-winter wind storm
with wind speeds of 67 km/h
lashed Victoria, downing trees and
leaving 15,000 residents without

1988: When up to 64 mm of
rain fell in New Brunswick, the
resulting mudslides closed

several roads between

1988: Unseasonably mild
weather played havoe with ice 1 1
conditions off PEL, The warm
temperatures stymied tour

1991: Ap avalanche struck

Bay Street, 2 ki run In the
heart of the Purceil Mountains,
BC, without warning, killing

12

1988: A fast-moving chunk
of blue ice punctured a hole

1he size of a basketball in the ]_ 3

roof of a garden shed in

pilot and all 4 members of one family.
Weather logs Indicate the fog ceiling was
about 60 m, but the horizontal visibility
was only about 1/5 km. Two earlier
planes had aborted their landings for an
alternate destination. Said a former pilot
who farms nearby, “You couldn’t see 50
teet in front of you. There’s no more terri-
tying thing than flying through feg.”

of a warm, dry bed. For just $47 a night,
patrons of the Prairie’s Edge Motel could
slay in a theme room with sandbags on
the fioor, rubber boots by the bed, and
evacuation instructions on the wall. Said
the proprietor, “We had a couple in from
Switzarland, and they had seen the flaod
on TV, but they said it seemed more real
after they stayed in the room.”

Iqaluit, NWT, only to be mistaken for a
terrorist. Exhausted and dehydrated after
walking 12 hours, he reached the airport
around midnight and repeatedly flicked
his lighter hoping someone would coms to
his aid. A security guard spofied him wav-
ing and yelling with a rifle strung over his
shoulder, and called the RCMP.

mid-March storm in 113 years.

The record snowfall produced slick
reads and power fallures. Flights were
cancelled and businesses and schools
closed. Downtown Calgary was a ghost
town. Motorisis couldn’t dig out of their
driveways, and the bus system ground fo
a hait. Ranchers had to resort to horse-
back to feed their stock.

St. Patriek’s Day

New Moon .

Courtenay on Vancouver island.

The weather also caused problems at ski
areas in the Lower Mainland. The North
Share mountains were closed because of
strong winds, forcing students who had
been heping to cruise local slopes during
spring break to change their plans.

residents of Halilax, Truro, and Woltville, nich Canadian ci dered th alectricity. A tree fell theough the roof ol a Saint John and Fredericion. in Welsford, operators, sealers, animal-rights 9 skiers. Gualgh, ON. At first, hall was thought to
NS, without electrichty. On PEI, between }" '”l" a": I'a"_" tlyl w;s °°":fl?m the Saanich house, damaging a young girl’s floodwaters took out a covered bridge attivists {including Brigitte Bardot), and be the culprit. However, a Transport
15 and 25 cm of snow, swirling about in 1“; pisyc ologically stress| newly decorated hedroom, Police officers | across the Nerepis River, Garages and povernment scientiste—all hoping to get a Canada investigation biamed the hole on
150 kn/h winds, made travelling 2) v.e‘: l:la were busy directing traffic at inlersections . barns floaled down the river. Public Iook at the 500,000 harp seals giving birth an airplane with a faulty seal that allowed
impossible at times. Maritime Electric 3) 0'; oria as winds caused traftic lights to malfune- waorks in Fredericton were unabie to kesp off PEL. The seals were not able to {iquid burnan waste 1o leak oulside the
crows were kept husy repairing transmis- 4) " a:aa ! tion. Firefighters struggled to douse fires storm drains from overflowing, causing congregale in one spot hecauss ice floes fuselage and freeze. The ice narrowly
slon lines and poles; 12,000 Island 5) H ﬁq'rea set by downed high-voltage lines. tlooded hasements. It cost millions to in the Gulf of St Lawrence were too thin missed a residence and a man walking
customers were without power for a time. } Halifax clear the rubble, fili holes, pave roads, 1o support their body weight. his dog.

and replace bridges.

Last Quarter O
1948: A plane crashed in 1998: Tourists were flocking 1987: A stranded lnuk hunter 1998: It was St. Patrick's Day, 1997: Record rainfall 1964: Up to 99.1 cm of snow 1988: Two men drowned in
{oggy weather on the to a motel in Letellier, MB, to dodged wolves and walked but nothing was green in destroyed a handful of vacant fell at Cape Whittle, the Mahone Bay, NF, when a
approach te Alberta’s Grande experience (ast year's Flood 80 km with frostbitten feet to Calgary after the city summer homes and trailers greatest single day total from wave gverfurned their boat
Prairie Alrport, killing the of the Century from the comfort the safaty of the airport at experienced iis worst fram Duncan north to any station in Quebec. as they were atlempting to

secure a tloaling dock that had come
loose. Winds were likely blowing from
the south to the southwest at the time at
20 to 30 km/ with possible gusts to

40 or 48 km/h.

Spring Equinox 20:46 EST




biew down 4 new houses

under construction in Metro

Toronta, Because the houses

weren’t fully built, they folded like a deck
of cards. Winds also collapsed 2 15-m
section of roller coaster irackway under
consiruction at Canada’s Wonderiand
amusement park. Damage was estimated
at $50,000.

1980: Winds at 80 km/hr 1

1998: Atlantic Canada was

visited by the same spring

storm that greeted southern

Ontarlo on the first weekend

of spring, dumping snow then miserably
cold rain. Fierce gusts of wind meant that
little of the 15 to 20 cm of snow stayed
whers it fell. Freezing rain and ice
pellets kept federal NDP leader Alexa
McDonough’s plane from landing in
Sydney, where she was to speaktoa
group of 400 faithful gathered at a
provincial pre-election raily.

19497: A television production
crew from the U.S. was in
Edmonton to shoot a CBS

television pilot based on the
Oscar-nominated movie Fargo.

The pilot story was set in the winter,

and an integral storytine depended on

the ground being cold and frozen.
Unfortunately, a major warming spell with
temperatures between 5 and 10° and a
trace of rain meant Edmonton could not
provide the necessary desolate and
show-swept vistas.

World Meteorology Day

1897: Dozens of people from
southwest Saskatchewan

returned to their abandoned

homes Monday to assess the

damage after floodwater poured into
basements, submerged vehicles, and
contaminated drinking water. One Swift
Current resident had huge chunks of ice
on his {awn. The rising water stranded
caftle and forced the evacuation of 2,000
pheasants from a farm near Pontelx.

First Quarter 0

1987: A university student

attempting a sole, unsup-

ported trek to the North Pole

almost died when he plunged

through pack ice into the Arclic Desan.
He knew he faced certain death unfess he
could find the camp of 2 other explorers
who were trekking to the Pole. When he
found them, 6 hours {ater, the 2 men fed
him soup and lay on either side of the
student to warm him during the night.
Recovery aircratt arrived the next
atiernoon.

1921: The famous fishing

schooner Blugnose was

faunched today, Skies were

overcasi, with NW winds at

8 km/M, and a temperature of 13.8°,

In order e enter the challenge for the
International Schooner Racing Trophy,
the Bluenose had to he 2 bana fide fishing
vessel. The ship promptly sailed to the
Grand Banks and caught more fish than
any of its competitors.

1870: Southem Ontario was

struck by the last of 3 major

snow starms. Precipitation

began a3 rain, but soon

changed to snow. Higher elevations
racelved 80 cm of snow before the storm
ended. The storm had surprisingly little
Impact on human activities. One positive
result was an imprevement in sleighing
for the lumber industry.

1998: An Alberta teenager

kiiled in an avatanche while
snowmobiling was the

18th person to die in the

deadliest winter season on record for
recreational fatalities in Canada.

The boy triggered an avalanche while
high-marking on a steep slope near Gnion
Lake. High-marking is the risky practice
of roaring up a slope until the snow-
maobile verges on getting stuck, then
pivating the machine and descending.

1897: About 300 female,
pregnant mink died from
expasure o cold, wet weather

near Blenheim, ON, after

heing set free by 5 animal righis people.
The group reieased about 1,500 mink
from captivity, although most of the
animals stayed around the fur farm,
ahout 85 km east of Windsor. The 5 were
charged with break and enter, mischief,
and possession of stolen property.

1997: Spring runoft inundated

hundreds of thousands of

acres of prime farmland in

south-central Saskatchewan.

Canadian Forces resarve froops heiped
fili thousands of sandbags. Police went
door-knocking to wam residents along the
Moose Jaw River fo leave their homes.

It was the worst flaod in 45 years. Twenty
houses were f{looded, and 140 families
had to leave their homes as the water
rose.

1998: Eastern Canada went
fram slush to sweat in 2 days.
In southern Quebec, more

than 40 cm of snow on the

first weekend of spring disappeared when
temperatures shot up to 20°, Along the
Chateauguay River, in the Montersgie
region south of Montreal, tfooding furced
at least 170 people out of their homes
less than 3 menths after an ice storm had
wiped out power ta the region. The
Chateauguay swelled to 20 times its usual
height, breaking previous records.

Full oon O “)
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whipped through Ontario from ODwen
Sound in the west to Cornwall in the

east. In the Niagara district, where

the storm was the worst gsince 1899, winds
demalished the Canadian Henley grand-
stand at Port Dalhousie. The 160-km/h-
gale hit the huge wooden structure end
on. The stand quivered and shook, then
buckled and collapsed. The only thing
standing was the stalrway leading to it.

1829: A viclous spring storm 1

Passover

1887: An Intense winter slorm
slammed into the Maritimes.

On PEI, freezing rain brought down
power lines, knocking out servige

to over 4,000 homes. On Confederation
Bridge, steamrollers gave way to snow
ploughs. The Harlern Globetrotters
basketball team scheduled fo play in
Charlottetown had to cance) because the
team was stuck on the New Brunswick
side with no terries running to PEI.

Good Friday

1898: A territying slide on the

Chilkoot Pass, Alaska, buried

100 Klondike stampeders under

9 m of snow. At least 60 gold
prospectors perished. Within 30 minutes
of the avalanche, more than 1,000 men
were al work with shovels trying to save
the geld prospectors from suffacation.
An ox burled by the snow was dug out
aiive and used to haut bodies to the
cemetery.

1897: Strong winds packed sea ice

along the Cape Breton coastline for

2 days, trapping 2 ferries, a small
Canadian Coast Guard icebreaker,

and a coastal oil tanker. Among the
5,000 passengers were roadies for rock
legend Bob Dylan, along with the band’s
equipment. Because of the Ice, 2 sold-out
concerts in Halilax had to be cancelled.

Easter Sunday
Daylight Savings Time Begins

1997: A nasty spring storm, the

worst storm in Manitoba history,

shut down Winnipeg for 48 hours.

Streefs were impassable sxcept for

the eccasional snowmobile. All 3
Winnipeg transit tow trucks got stuck
trying to free the 50 to 70 buses that were
stuck. Some benefitted from the storm:
awners of 4-wheel-drive vehicles charged
$80 tor a ride oul ol Winnipeg
International Airport.

1981: Winds gusting to

110 km/h ripped through southern
Saskatechewan, knocking down

power lines, closing schools, and
tearing topsoil from farm fields.

One farmer said it was the worst dust
storm he’d seen in 20 years. The winds
were $0 bad that some of the dust tying
around the area had probably been lifted
off fields as far away as Alberta.

1954: A baby twister litted four

20-kg cans of ready mixed cement
and dropped them on a farmer’s

{ronl door step. The twister alse
ripped off a steel roof from a workshop
and carried it a block and 3 half.

A 3-m x 4-m shack on the properly
was movad 1 m and tumed around.

1996: Affer one of the longest

winters on record, and no sign of
spring, some peopie turned to
astrologers for an explanation,

“It all has to do with Uranus moving out
of Capricorn inlo Aquarlus,” said one
psychic. Anather astrologer said our
psychic almasphere is polluted. “People
are thinking only about themselves. it's
this negative spin we’re in, with people
worried about the sconomy, torrupt
politicians, whether they'il have a job
fomorrow.”

Last Quarter O

1997: Following 2 record snowlall

in Winnipeg, the temperature

plunged to 3 new all-lime low
temparature for the date of -21.6°,
crushing the previous record of -18.9° set
in 1877. The cold did not melt the snow,
which was bad news for flood conditions.

1997; Huge chunks of ice

plunging over Niagara Falls

choked the river below,

causing a flood inside the

offices of the Maid of the Mist Steamboat
Company. It was the worst ice jam below
the falls in 35 years. The ice pushed the
2 Maid of the Mist tour boats about 2 m
from where they would normally sit.

Legisiative Building restora-

tion found a message ina

bottte. The note read: “J. MclLeish and
F. Chester worked on these arches in
April 1911. Has been a bad winter lots of
people lost in blizzards hope 1o be home
Xmas.” Winter 191011 was the 10th
coldest in Regina this century. "People
{ust in blizzards” may have referred to
4 Royal North West Mounted Police who
on 12 February 1911 lost their lives

in the Aretic.

1911: A mechanical engineer
working on the Saskatchewan

Weather Quiz
In 1880 what was Canada’s

most popular sport?
1) hockey

2) snowshesing

3) puddie jumping
4) tobogpaning

5) ice fishing

1972: A resident near

Glencoe, DN, was asleep when

a tornado struck, driving a

steel rod from a nearby harn

through his bedroom window and into the

mattress on which he siept. It missed him
by just a tew centimetres.

1974: Lightning struck a

12-year-old boy playing base-

ball in North York, QN. The

huy stopped breathing and had

no pulse after being “knocked right out of
his shoes" by the lightning. The victim’s
hudy was “vibrating and his clothes
Inoked like spmeone poured acid over
him.” The baseball he was holding disin-
fegyrated. Fast action by an off-duty fire-
man and his neighbour saved the boy's
lite.

19842 An intense windsterm

with gusts to 124 km/h struck

the aorthem B coast near

Terrace. The storm damaged

power lines and buildings, capsized
fishing vessels and sailboats, and fanned
forest fires. Damage was estimated at
saveral million dollars.

tornado ever to hil Watrous,

SK, took out a large bam,

trapping more than 100 pigs.

Some pigs were buried in the wreckage,
others were given a whiriwind start off to
the northeast. Within an hour, 5 of the
animals were discovered more than 2 km
away. Some of the smaller pigs had been
hoisted and scattered about a nearby
stubble fisld.

1958: The most destructive 1

New Moon .

1898: Without warning, 2

sirong gusty wind blew down

a Yrestle bridge under

canstruction over the

$1. Mary’s River, about 15 km from Gall,
ON. The wind shook the bridge severely,
and an exira strong gust blew it over.
There were 12 to 14 men working on the
bridge at the time. Several saved them-
selves by jumping to the banks of the
coules, a distance of 3 to 6 m. Four men
died.




1997: A record snowfall,
whipped by winds, made
visibility difticult for motorists

and walking hazardous for

pedestrians in Montreal. Winds gusted as
high as 60 km/h, and up to 20 cm of snow
fell on tha city. Police reported more than
600 accidents and 1 fatality in the
Montreal Urban Community and on
regional highways.

1973: A dusidevil severely

damaged an airplane at the 1 9
Brandon Airpert in Manitoba.

The twister lifted a Cassna

172 off the ground withoul aftecting

the planes next {o it. At the time of the
incident the wind was blowing from

the west up to 60 km/h.

1967: A snow storm made

history in southern Alberta.

Over the next week, 107 ¢m

ot wet snow fefl in the

Lethbridge area. Radio stations carried
emergency messages day and night.

The deep snow blecked roads, closed
schools, and cut off power in some areas.
The US military helped by fiying in tood,
fuel, and tesd. The good news? The min-
ister of Revenue gave citizens aftected by
the storms two extra weeks to file income
fax.

1996: Despite lousy weather—
rain, freezing rain, hail,
snow, and fag—6,000 peaple

and 70 bird species attended

the Snow Goose Festival at Beaverhill
Lake, southeast of Edmonton. More than
45,000 snow geese, white-fronted, and
Canada geese and tundra swans, were
present at Alberta’s biggest birding
festival. Beaverhill is one of the last
major pit stops for migratory birds who
make their summer breeding grounds in
Arctic Canada, Russia, and Alaska.

1432; During an electrical

storm, 52 wild geese wers

struck by lightning as they

fiaw over Elgin, MB. The joit

killed the birds, sending them craghing to
the ground, Those collected were distrib-
uted to townspeople for yoose dinners,
Severe thunderstorms during the day
dropped up to 35 mm of rain.

Earth Day
First Quarter

1993: Heavy rain fell on

Stephenville, NF, and

Cartwright, Labrador, from

22 to 23 April. The airports

set new 24-hour rainfall records of 37 mm
and 26 mm, respectively.

1985: Just as the last fraces
of snow melted, a huge
storm swept by high winds

hit Newfoundland’s Avalon

Peninsula. Up to 30 cm of snow fell,
closing banks, businesses, government
buildings, and schools. Main highways
were littered with abandoned cars,

City snow-tlearing operations, which
had begun to pack it in for another year,
ware siow to respond.

1954: Near Nanaimo, BC, a

freak whirlwind lifted a 2-car

garage over 2 m, broke it

apar, and sent shingles up

to 70 m away. The explosive wind left
unteuched an old model “Nash” car
within the garage. Children of one family
were so frightened by the terrific noise
the storm made as it fluttered their
clothes that they ran and stayed inside.

1889: Members of Peration

Polar Bear Bridge, the

Soviet-Canadian transpolar

ski expedition, reaches the

Nerih Pole, where they wers greeted by
Soviet and Canadian dignitaries. lfwasa
beautiful day at the pole, with clear skies,
a temperature of -24°, and 3 1o 5 km/h
winds (from the south, of course).

1993: Snow, fraezing rain,
ice peilets, and rain struck the

southern Maritimes, leaving
Gresnwood, NS, with 18 em

of snow. Three people died when a

car skidded ofi the highway near New
Glasgow. A transport truck carrying
hazardaus chemicals overlurned near
Shubenacadie, farcing he evacualion of
75 residents and the closure of the main
highway from Halilax to Trura fer

12 hours.

1879: Crews along the Red

River worked franticaily to

raise dyke levels and cot off

fiood waters. Some farmers

ignored evacuation orders and tried to
move as much grain and livestock out
of the flood area as possible. Some
residents threw up gumbo earthworks to
protect their grain and fertilizer. Said one
farmer, “I never thought I'd have to go
out lo the barnin a boat.”

1923: Heawy rains and warm
temperatures caused major

tiooding across New

Brunswick, At Hartland, the

rising waters turned over a houss, and
carried away other buildings. The town
was without water or lights for 6 days.
When it ended on 9 May, total provincial
flood damage was estimated near

$8 million, and 2 livas had been lost.

1869: More than 5,000 people
gathered in downtown Ottawa
to witness the death of the

man who killed Thomas

D'Arcy McGee. “The morning broke dul}
and cheerless, though not cold, and
towards 8 o’clock snow began o fall in
considerable quantities and continued to
do so until the exacution, and forcibly
recalled to the minds of many the sad
April morning when the treacherous bullet
robbed Canada of her gifted and davoted
triend.” (Ottawa Cilizen)

Full Moon O
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1988: A small twister swept

through Vancouver's eastern

suburbs. No one was hurt, byt a

touch football game in John Henry

Park was disrupted when the twister
whipped equipment bags—some weigh-
ing 16 kg—into the air and picked up
wallets that wers lying on the sidelines.

1997: The 1997 Hed River fluod

- was the highest recorded this
century. Unofticial damage
estimates, including replacing
infrastructure and flood-prooting, will
exceed $450 million. Sandbagging, tlood
control works, and emergency dyking
prevented an extimated $6 billion ar more
in damages.

1997: Strong winds toppled a
45-m-long temporary wooden
construction wall in downtown

Ottawa, pinning a cyclist. Passershy
quickly rescued the vigtim trom under
some plywood. A day eartier high winds
had blown aver a flagpole. It fell 7
storeys and smaghed the door of 3 BMW
travelling along Laurier Avenue.

1964: Following a deadly tornado in
New Baltimore, Michigan, at the
end of April, debris began showlng

up in Strathroy, ON. Among articles

tound were cancelled chegues from the
Citizens State Savings Bank, refail sales
bills from a lumber company, a court
summons, and a boy’s sport jacket.

1945: In the spring of 1945, the

U.8. Air Force used thirty-three

250-kg hombs and torty-four 50-ky
bombs ta break up the ice near

Bishop Rock on the Yuken River.
However, the explosives could not budge
the ice, which jammed and caused
tlanding.

1997: Residents of Grise Fiord,

NWT, resorted to chipping pieces

of icehergs to deal with 3 waler
shertage. All 167 residents were

placed on half ratlons of water to sirelch
dwindling supplies until warmer weather
thawed the village's water source-—

a glacial river that carries walerto a
reservolr.

1497: Getting sid of Winnipeg's

§ million sandbags became a major
headache. Last year h

had to remove some 300,000 bags.

This year, with more than & million used
bags, distussions took place to see if the
military, city work crews, volunteers, or
attenders sentenced to community service
would be asked to remove them. The
federal government hired 500 summer
students to help.

1895: A slight rain shower In

Winnipeg on a warm allernson

with temperatures around 26°

included buge black ants the size

of wasps. Described as gimilar to the
African ant, the winged insects covered
sidewalks, roads, roofs, and entered
homes.

Last Quarter O

1972: Spring blizzards broke

several weather records in Nova

Scotia and surprised drivers. Many
thought winter was over and had
removed their snow tires. Earlier, provin-
cial highway crews had converted snow-
ploughs, salters, and graders for normal
spring maintenance programs. When a
ranspornt truck jack-knited and leff the
toad near Halitax international Airpont,
a 3-km lineup ot vehicles developed.

Mother's Oay

1999: A sudden drop in the

barometric pressure in Torono 1 0
triggered a rash of migraines

amongst the city’s headache

sufferers. Low barometric pressure is just
one of about 100 factors, such as pollen
and humidity, that can trigger migraines,
although it is not known why.

1996: Canada shut out
Jamaica 3-0 in the opening
game of the Summer Olympies

goccer qualitying tournament

in Edmonton. A day before the
competition opened the temperature
dipped to -0.2° with a dusting of snow.
Two days before the tournament got
underway, the temperature was -5.5°,
and the city recaived 9 cm of snow.

1960: Following a hot spell,

a strong gale blew down

saveral fences in southern
Saskatchewan. Frightened

cattle stampeded; it took hours to round
them up again. The wind battered around
30-kg straw bales. “They were flying
through the air like birds,” said one
farmer.

Hill in Ontario. Even later In

the month, frost penetrated

well into southern Ontario. Oniy the fact
that many gardens were planted late
prevented more widespread damage.
The menth turned oul to be the coldest
since 1984 and the weltest on record.

1996: Snowflurries fell as far
south as Caledon and Richmond

1934: A cloud of dust
stretched from Alberta to
Texas, suffocating birds in the

tky and dusting ships at sea

480 km off the eastern coast. In just one
storm in 1935, 12 million tonnes of dust
were dumped on Chicago. By 1935, some
850 million tonnes of top soil had blown
from the Great Plains. On several
oceasions, thick clouds of dust blotted out
the sun.

1817; A starm accompanied

by rain, hail, and wind near
Viking, AB, was one of the
earliest and fiercest to ever
occur in Alberta’s hailstorm alley.
Dne prize bull was knocked down
15 times belore reaching shelter.

New Moon .




1879: Legend has it that a

whirlwind picked up an Indian

child and carried her into

Saddle Lake (AB). A century

later, stories persist that a hairy serpen-
tine monster lured the child to her death.
Band councillor Willie Brertton estimates
the monster has been sighted about

100 times, Specialists tried to find the
greature but discovered nothing.
Residents are sure there's something
thera.

1997: in Calgary, the Toonie

Peoples’ Concert for Manitoba

Fioad Relief was flooded out

by driving rains and howling

winds. “We aren’t prepared to walk
away hecause of a liftie rain,” said

one organizer. “Do you think people in
Manitoba walked away because of a little
rain?” Proceeds from the concert were
earmarked for the Red Cross flood refief
campaign.

1841: A ghip trom Limerick,
Ireland, became lost and
wrecked on a ridge jutting out

from Red Isle in the Saguenay
River. The ship earried 140 passengers;
only 4 survived.

1780: This was eastern North

America’s famous Black Friday, 1 9
when soot and smoke from

western forest firgs obseured

the daylime sky. Chickens went io roost,
trogs croaked, and evening birds sang.
Oark days were recorded 18 times
between 1706 and 1910. In [ater years,
deforestation and fire prevention

efforts all but eliminated them.

1997: A spring snowstorm
dumped 15 to 25 cm of snow
on Calgary and Edmonton,

downing tress and power

lines, creating temporary blackouts in
more than 25,000 househoids, and
snariing traffic. Hundreds of gardeners
had their daifodils, lilacs, and pansiss
buried. The storm helped to push the
October-to-May snowfail total (184 cm) to
the fourth largest since the winter of
1947-4B when 222.2 cm fell.

1953: Tormadoes in southern
Dntario caused 5 deaths and
41 injuries. Queenie, an lrish

Setier, was so shaken by the

tornado that she gave premature birth to
15 pups. The tornado fung a 16-year-oid
gir! from Midway against a wire fence.
She continued her 2-km journey from
school {o home, arriving in her ¢oat cults,
shoes, and tattered stockings ...

and nothing else.

T
Weather Quiz
In a public opinicn survey of
4,000 urban Canadians,

which citizens were most

tikely to cite weather in the best qualities
of their city?

1} Winnipeg

2} Calgary

3) Ottawa

4) Montreal

5) Halifax

First Quarter D

1997: Light winds and np
pack ive or icebergs made it
easier to begin towing the

huge Hibernia ol platterm

into place off the Grand Banks.

The 600,000 tonne platform is 224 m tall,
half the height of the Empire State
Ruilding.

1985: A severe hailstorm struck Windsor,
Leamington, and other paris of Essex
County, ON. in some places, hail

aceumulated to a depth
3 O of 45 em.
Full Moon O

1881: Vicloria, an overloaded
excursion steambaat, sank
on the Thames River near

Londen, ON, drowning 181
peopls, The weather was perfect.

Victoria Oay

1975: Lightning killed 1 teenager and
injured 10 at a campsite near Lachute,
PQ, where they were attending a survival
camp. A single ball of fire appeared to hit
their camp during a thunderstorm, sending
electric shocks through the bodies of

several campers.
Gounsellors quickly applied
artificial respiration.

1997: A freak wind gust, or

“microburst,” tore through a

Girl Guids campground 20 km

west of Barrie, ON. The storm

{ossed children through the air and ripped
up tents. No ons was seriously injured.
Moist air descending and colliding with

dry air near the ground caused the wind
burst

1854: Favourable weather for
viewing the solar eclipse
occurred at Kingston and

Toronto, but not at Montreal.

Ouring the eclipse, the temperaturg at
Toronto feil 15 degrees then rose by

3 degrees when the sun reappeared.

{ )

1997: Golters from Environ-

ment Canada, including

weather forecasters, teed off

af Edmonton's Westridge Golf

Club. The weather was partact, though it
had rained the previous day. As the last
group stepped off the 18th hole, it starled
to pour. Said the head pro at Westridge:
“I asked them what was going on, and
one of them sald matter-of-factly ‘we've
gof pull.’”

1848: Soldiers battled riging
waters along the lower Fraser
River in British Columbia

where Dperation Dvertlow

was underway. The flood took 10 lives,
fett 200 families homeless, washed away
82 bridges, disrupted rail service tor

2 weeks, and caused $300 million in
damage.

1914: Twe years after the

Titanic sank, the CP finer

Empress of lretand collided

with a Norwegian collier in

the St. Lawrence River, 12 km northeast
of Rimouski, PQ. The freighter cut through
the steamship like a can opener.

The passenger liner sank in 14 minutes;
1,012 people died. There were raports
that a bank of fog had rolled across the
river when the ships disappsared.
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1986: A wild electrical storm,
accompanied by high winds and

hall, swept through Saskatoon.

One resident knew something was

wrong when the family collie burst
through the back door screen and cowerad
on the kitchen floor, refusing to retorn out-
side. Moments later, the roof of a 2-storey
house llew across the street—along with
the doghouse—and crashed into a
neighbour’s home.

1997: Studenls, teachers, and

Inuit leaders from Pond Inlet, NT,

on a §-day survival course, became
trapped on an ice fioe north of the
Arctic Circle. Bad weather made it
impuossible to land helicoplers on the
chunk of ice as it driffed slowly ou to
sea. Atler 3 days, a search and rescue
taam landed on the ice. The survival
group had proper clothing for weather
conditions and enough supplies to last
until the end of the week.

1897: Heavy showaers in the

Vancouver area——two 15-minute
showers of nearly 7 mm each—
opened up aver the city. The down-

fall contributed to the highest water levels
on the lower Fraser River in the past

25 years. The Harrison River, near
Harrison Hot Springs, avertopped its
banks, forcing the evacuation of several
residents and spurring others to build
emergency dykes around their homes,

1889: A tierce wind and rain storm,

“the Bridgetown cyclone,” swept

through New Brunswick. In af least

2 incidents, barns demolished by the
storm housed several head of cattle, and
both times, heavy timbers fell in such a
way as to protect the animals from injury.
Hail the size of peas covered the ground.
Fields and pails of water contained an odd
yellow substance resembling sulphur.

18186: In the “Year without

Summer,” a major snaw storn

occurred In Montreal and Quebec

City, haiting all road trattic.

Following the snow, a bitter cold wind
swept eastern Canada and New England,
killing crops, denuding trees, and freezing
ponds. Ten days later the temperature
rose to a scorching 35° in parts of eastern
North America.

World Environment Day

1968; It was a meteorologist’s

dream. Thirty-five weathermen

fram across Canada toured the

Alberta Hail Studies Centre in

Penhold. To everyone's delight, storms
peited the base, and were, as one sxpert
said, “very fiuid.” Haii fell on farms west
of the air base, leaving fields looking like
winter. In the south, a small tornade
tormed. it was a perfect terrible day fora
meteorological demonstration,

1997: Lighining struck a Timmins,
ON, man and his fishing boat.
The jolt threw him into the cold lake

water, where he drowned. A friend
survived the incident.

Last Quarter O

1933: Scorching 35° temperatures
caused the death of a worker

delivering milk fo a London cheese
factory. The heat aleo started a tire

in a New Hamburg drug store when a
battle of phespherous ignited. Ordinarily,
phosphorous Is kept under water or in a
conl place singe It will ignite at the 26°
mark. The stere proprieter did pet realize
he had phosphorous as it was among a
bankrupt drug stock that he had purchased
recently.

1968: Lightning struck a tree and
rock pile near Lanigan, SK, The
12-m tree, ahout 1/2 m in diameter,

was found twisted “like a rope” with
strips of bark up to 10 m away. The bolt
also split several large rocks, some the
size of an office desk. The RCMP sald it
appeared as if lightning had struck the
tres, then travelled across the ground
and exploded in the rock pile.

1967: Smoke from more than

100 forest fires in Quebes

deseended on the Maritime

provinces. The smoke-filled air

reached as far south as Halitax and
caused breathing ditficulties for people
with respiratory problems. tn Timmins,
ON, the thick, sweet scent of burning
wood and smouldering pine needles was
everywhere. Some people said it was the
waorst in 25 years.

1939: The Royal train, bearing
King George and Queen
Elizabeth, was to stop briefly

at §t. John in Quebec’s Eastern
Townships on 12 June. But onthe 11th, a
tornado tore through tawn, blowing rools
off houses and toppling trees. The town
suddenly took on a sodden appearance
with most ef the city’s decorations shred-
ded. Workers moved feverishly to replace
the destroyed decarations and clear
debris.

1878: Northwest of Hull,

hurricane-force winds toppled

part of a barn onlo a car,

trapping an 11-year oid girl

inside, She had climbed into the family
car to close the windows when she saw
storin clouds appreaching. “She was
sereaming her head off,” said her father,
“but other than that she wasa't hurt.”
The girl stayed home from school the next
day—with laryngitis!

1953: A “little tornado” swept

through an experimental

woodiot in central

Saskatchewan, destroying

20 years of hard work in 20 minutes.

The provincial forestry service had set up
the woodiot to study small scale forestry
management for farmers. The lot had just
reached the stage where accurale records
could be obtained and recommendations
mate.

New Moon .

1919: Alcock and Brown took

off from St. John's on the first

successful nonstop flight

across the Atlantic Ocean,

landing the next day at Clitfon, Ireland.
The weather at takeoff was 15° and clear,
with southwest winds at 32 km/h and
410 cloud cover.

1883: Lightning hit a tree

and a line of cows near

Bracebridge, ON. The cattle,

including the prize bull, died

“without a twitch,” The attendant claimed
she survived because she was wearing
rubhber boots. She felt a rush of wind by
her face, then heard a loud, piercing
sound. Apparently, the lightring struck the
tree, travelled down the muddy trail, and
2apped the caftle. There was no light or
flash, just the sound.

1923: Tornadic winds snatched
a child from her mather's arms
near Erofold, SK. The family

was returning home from

Chaplin when the tornado swept the girl
from the horse buggy on the outskirts of
Uren. The frantic parents could not lind
her in the inky darkness. Ten hours latera
search party discovered the youngster
asleep in a shack 3 km away.

1946: A dark, twisting cone

reared up across the Detroit

River and demolishad or

damaged 400 homes in

Windsor and county. Seventeen persons
perished; some were decapitated by flying
debris. The tornado took down 150 bams
and farm buildings and up d

1784: A disastrous fire broke
out in Saint John when a
sudden gale arose as a seftler

was setting fire to some brush.

Tha flames spread through town, destroy-
ing huts and cabins bullt by the loyalist
seftiers. There were reports that the
flames demoiished all but 1 house in the

of orchard traes and full-grown woodlots.

path of the flames. The fire also destroyed
many treasured relics of the American
colonies.

1978: A tornado struck

Aubigny, MB, One town

resident lost her freezer.

1t ended up in the basement of

another house—without the meat.
Another resident reported: “The last time |
saw our bathroom (outhouse) it was golng
down the front street as fast as you
please.”




1874: An 8-hour slorm,

described as the greatest 2 O
thunderstorm Manitoba had

ever seen, brought torrential

rain and terrific lightning. The lightning
caused 250 mounted police horses to
stampede ali the way 1o North Dakota.

Father’s Day
First Quarter

1906: Lightning struck a
wotker In a Toronto freight
company as he was talking on

the telephone. He was leaning

against a wall with the recelver to his ear
when he was struck. The bolt paralyzed
the left side of his face and left arm. It
also seared his chest, leaving marks
resembling the branches of a tree. Two
telephanes in the office were burned out,

Summer Solstice 15:49 EDT

1987 Despite dire forecasls
of swarming mosquitaes for
Winnipeg, arguably Canada’s

mosquito capital, fears of an

especially bad outbreak did not material-
ize. Though there were mare flood waters
in the province than anyone living had
seen, the water never stood stifl iong
enough to breed mosquitoes.
Entomaloglsts described the mosquito
population as low to moderate; nothing to
be concermed about.

1997: Lightning and thunder
greeted the Queen and Prince
Philip when they arrived in

St. John’s, the day hefore the

replica of Cabot’s tiny sailing ship, the
Matthew, was due in Bonavista. The rain
let up, but the wind blew hard. Women
held on to their hats with ene hand and
their skirts with the other. The Queen’s
hat stayed in place because it had a tight
head-hugging band inside.

Weather Quiz
In a tornado most deaths and
severs injury oceur from:

1} tumbling mobile homes

2} flying glass

3) collapsing wails

4} electrical wires

5} suction action of the extremely
low pressure

Saint-Jean-Baptisie 0

1971; An intense storm with

cyclonic winds and heavy rain

struck the Grand Coulee and

Pense districts of

Saskatchewan. One family waiting out the
storm in their car beside the road saw
their new camper-trailor tip over with the
first gusts of wind. About 5 minutes fater,
as they pondered how they were gaing to
ppright the trailer, the wind switched
direction and, much to their surprise,
turned the trailer upright again.

1830: A storm burst upon
Lumsden and Bonavista, NF.
When the telephone rang at

the 0'Nell residence,

Mrs. 0°Neil took the receiver but fail to
thae floor after getling a shock. Her hus-
band and his brother-in-law, James
Clarke, revived her. When the phone rang
again, Mrs. 0°Nell told Clarke it was for
him. It was his wile, so he warned her fo
hang up. Just then, lightning struck and
Clarke dropped dead on the flgor.

{The Evening Telegram, St. John's)

1997: More than 80 Canada
geese died while being
relocated at the Metropolitan

Torente Zoo. Apparently, the

geese were being attacked by foxes

and coyotes, so were being moved.

Zoo officials blamed hot and humid
conditions. On 26 June, the temperature
downtown was 32.9°. But the Canadian
Wildlife Service said the birds died
hecause more than 300 of them were
crammad into the back of a truek.

1915: A devastating flood hit
Edmonton, inundating

20 sireels and leaving 2,000

residents homeless. Many

homes were lost; others were saved by
raping them 1o the nearest telephone
pele. Train engineers came up with an
ingenious plan to save the Low Level
Bridge. They used locomotives to back
2 gravel-filled trains onte the bridge
structure to add weight.

Ful Moon O

19B5: At about 11:15 AM, a
tarnado emerged from the
west and headed across farm

fields near Raymond, AB.

The twister picked up a 770-kg Clydesdale
horse and hurled it through a harbed wire
fence. Apparently, the horse had its front
legs in the air and broke the wire with ils
hind legs. The horse was a fittle shaken
but uninjured.

1990: Victoria's regional
government drained Heal Lake
for landfill and uncovered

ancient logs, daling back

almost 13,000 years. But the frees almost
ended up in a wood chipper. Fortunalely,
scientists from the Royal BC Museum
managed ta collect more than 700 sam-
ples and lags. Early readings suggested
that between 1,400 and 1,600 years ago it
was dry on the coast. And for some rga-
son, there were 50 wet springs between
100 to 150 AD, followed by 50 years of
dry springs.

e
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a farm ownad by a couple from

1944: In 1942, a tornado destroyed
Tilbury, ON. When ansther

’ 1996: Two weeks after boasting of
a budget surpius during an election

struck Winsdor in June 1944, the

couple decided to contribute to a fund set
up to assist pesple lett homeless. On this
date, they auctioned off their 5-month-oid,
chubby York boar, Twister If, namsd ance
for his tail and once for the twister that did
so much damage.

Ganada Day

paign, BC's finance minister
revealed a huge hudget deficit
instead, which he blamed on the weather.
He claimed that heavy snows and rain late
in the fiscal year had delayed lagging
operations. The opposition party present-
ed 40 pages of weather records showing
snow and rain totals for that period were
average.

1933: Hail, wind, and possibly a

tornado partially destroyed 60,000
hectares of crops southeast of

Regina. One farmer at Huronville

found the roof of his shed in the middie of
his gardan. Under the roof were a strange
eow, a bull, and a 50-kp sack of flour, The
animals were unharmed, and the flour a5
dry 35 the day it left the mill.

1997: A dust devil picked a British
teenager’s pocket in Winnipeg.

He was playing tennis when the
whirlwind picked up his wallet,

carrying away $1,200 in holiday cash.
“It just jumped into the air,” said the
teen. “Nuthing like that ever happens in
England; it just rains a lot.” The teen had
a dilficult time convincing his sceptical
parants.

1937: The temperature hit 45° at
Widale and Yellow Grass, SK—the
highest ever recorded in Canada.

One area farmer spent the day in his
Fordsen tractor, ploughing a field. The
tractor lacked fenders or a platierm, so
the farmer’s teat—and his brand new
$2 boots—rested on the fransmission
housing. When he climbed down, “the
soles were fried right off.”

[Wilt Chabun, The Leader-Past, Regina}

1997: NASA's Martian rover crept

ahout the surface of Mars.

The weather was a balmy 6.6° as

the midday sun warmed the surface.
There was a light breeze, interrupted
occasionally by cooler gusts that would
ruftle your hair if you were on Mars, said
one meteorologist. [It was nicer on Mars
than lgaluit, NT, where the temperature
was 4.7° In light rain and fog.]

Aphation 18:00 EDT
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1961: A diaper change may have

saved the life of a 1 year old when

a small but savage tornado ripped
through Vaughan Township north of
Toronto. The mother was attending the
bahy in his bedroom when she saw shin-
gles fly by and heard the wind roar. The
twister demolishad a brick garage where
the baby usually played. “If he’d been in
there, he'd have been a goner,” said

his father.

1327: The tornado that struek

Vulcan, A8, brought the hamiet

world tame, Charles Jones's

ingredible photo, taken down main
street as the funnel approached the
town, has appearad on the pages of
many books and magazines, including the
Encyclopaedia Britannica for most of the
first half of this century. It was a perfect
phetographic record of what a tornade
looks like as it sweeps down on a town.

1881 Lightning hit an airplane as
1t galned altitude while taking oft
from S1. John’s. Fortunately, there
were no casualties among the
crew or the 90 passengers.

9

1905: The Calgary Herald, on

a tornado near Red Deer:

“The disturbance was of real

cyclonic proportions and cut a

swath through the country as cleanasifa
gang of bushmen had gone through.” A
reader responded: “A le which is halt a
truth is ever the blackest of lies. Let us
have the truth by all means, but we object
o damaging the fame of our climate by
statements which may help o self a few
papers, but which have only a small foun-
dation in fact.”

1432: A freak lightning bolt

struck a gold mine near Rouyn,

PQ, detonating dynamite

60 m underground and kitling

2 miners instantly. Either the lighining
struck near 2 locksd safety switches on
the surface, jumped across and detonated
the dynamite, or it struck just inside the
mineshaft below the salaly switch.

The men on the surface were not injured.

1869: Two severe lightning,

wind, and rain storms baffered

Athoi Township, ON. Lightning

struck at least 2 houses, and

wind tore limbs off trees. Said one
resident: “Lighining came in from almost
every corner ... on the TV, hydro line,
clothes line, and telephone. And,
amazingly enough, no one was hurl, and
damage was less than one would expect.”
Anothar resident’s hearing was affected
for atime but returned.

New Moon .

1997: Heavy rains swelled

several rivers in northwestern

Alberta, washing out railroads,
damaging 1 bridge, and

flooding farmland. A golfer at Pigeon Lake
Provincial Park suffered second-dagree
hurns after being struck by lighining. The
lightning came up fram the ground, went
through his toot, and out his shoulder.
Farfunately, the golfer’s parfner applied
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, which
fikely saved his Hfe.

1897: A rain storm dumped

140 mm of rain over 10 hours

in Chambly, P0—more than

half of it in less than 4 hours.

About 520 homes, about 8% of the town's
residences, sustained water damaye. For
some families, it was the third flooding in
18 months. Many residents marched on
city offices demanding changes 1o the old
sewage system,

18486: A cow was found lying

on her back anchared securely

to the ground by her horns after

a tornado passed through

Sediey, SK. Once dug oul, she showed
no il eflects from the throw. The farmer
hadn’t yet milked her, and now worried
that “she might be sour.”

1882: A storm with winds up
{o 100 km/h, sporadic hail, and
“eoloured” lightning ripped

through Bagot, MB. Some

wooded areas looked as if a bulldozer

had run amok, leaving white scars whers
branches and trunks had been sheared
off. Various TV antenna stoed erect,
untouched by the storm, whereas sthers
were bent to resemble modern sculpture.

1980: A thunderstorm
dumped 48 mm of rafn on
Charlottetown, causing power

outages and Hooding streets.
Rising waters forced many motorists to
abandon their vehicles.




1857: “A watarspout below

Quebec ... revalved rapidly, 1 8
hissing like escaping steam,

and swinging to and fro, and

imitating the contortions of a snake ...
One horse and three cows were drawn

by the powsr of suctien fo the waterspout,
and after haing raised high in the air were
let gradually down; they escaped
uninjured and were anly covered with
mud.” [The Globe,Toronto)

1880: Lightning struck a

member of the Georgatown,

ON, Cricket Club and his

opponent from the host team

in Toronto. Several players from both
sides, and 2 umpires, alsu suffered slight
shocks. The holt of lightning struck 7 m
from the playing field and ricocheted,
hitting the 2 cricketers. “The shattering
explosion ... felt like a blast of wind out
their ears,” said one player.

1958: When raintall of over
60 mm near Mount Pearl, NF,
eroded some readbed,

2 girls waved a pair of red

pyiamas 1o flag down the incoming train.
Earlier, the girls (the train enginger’s
daughter and the niece of a passenger)
had phoned the chief dispaicher in 1.
John’s, warning of potential washouts.
He told them io fiag down the train.

The rail company dispatched a repair
CrEw.
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1997: in Kelowna, a severe

starm set several rainfall

records, including greatest

amount for any day of the

year—33.8 mm—with most failing in
less than 2 hours. The accompanying
hail slashed or knocked off almaost ali
exposed fruit. Losses included at feast
$120 million In reduced economic
activity for local and provincial
economies. Growers called it the
worst storm in memory.

1997: A month of dry weather
forced officials to close Paint
Pleasant Park in Halifax to

visitors because of the fire

risk. Some new-growth spruce was se
dry it crumbled in your hand. Park statf
stopped using power saws and lawn
mowers because of the threat from tuel
ang sparks.

1840: Soldiers cleaned
up damage caused by an
electrical storm at a military

camgp 200 km west of

Winnipeg. The storm wrecked huts, tore
tents from thelr pegs, and set fire to
another one. The wind tossed some tenis
200 m away and ripped apart a 30-m-long
building. Soldiers’ rifles and bayonels,
which had apparently affracted the bolt,
wers reduced to junk.

1965: A tornado felied trees,

damaged homes, levelled

crops, and ieff fish swim-

ming in a storm-created pond

on the main street of Erieau, ON.
Eyewilnesses saw a waterspout suck up
the blue gills from a pond at the north
edge of the village and dump them in the
subdivision. Winds up to 130 km/h blew
branches across roads.

1821: Atorrential rain and
wind storm struck Saskatoon,
fiooding paris of the down-

town. “Women, bravely

during the Hlood, with their dresses pulled
up, daringly exposed irim ankles and roll-
downs’ as they made their way across
street comers where the water congestion
was greatest. Immediately prior to the
cloudburst, when the wind was at its
height, several staid and portly gentle-
men of dignified mien, were employed in
futile attempts at hat recovery.”
(Saskatoon Siar Phoenix)

Weather Quiz

Aside trom Ontario, which 2
province has the highest
percentage of homes

equipped with air conditioning?

1} Quebec

2) Manitoba

3) British Columbia

4) Saskatchewan

5} Nova Scofia

1997: In a sombre ceremeny i
to commemorate the
10th anniversary of the Black

Friday tornads - Edmonton’s

worst natural disaster - civic leaders
released 27 doves into the air, symbaoliz-
ing the number who died in the 1387
tornado. As a grim reminder that such an
eceurrence could happen again, a funnel
¢loud was spotted near the town of Legal,
about 30 km north of Edmanton. It turned
out to be harmless.

1938: A storm swept down
trom Georgian Bay, scattering
destruction over several

central Ontario towns and

villages. At Midland, the loud ratile of
hailstones on the courthouse windows
torced suspension of court as touncils’
arguments could not be heard over the
din. Hail forced cancellation of a parade
in which hundreds of citizens were
participating, and the rain and winds
ruined scores of brightly coloured fioats.

Full Moan O{ M)

1887: The forest fire index

measured exireme in south-

eastern PEI for the first time

this year owing to a dry

summer. July precipitation was 20% of
normal. Officials banned all open fires but
allowsd smali camofires in fire pits if they
were positioned without endangering
nearhy forests or vegetation. The dry
weather even made smokers on gol
courses potential fire hazards.

1978: A highly unusual

tornado toppled a fower near
Yellowknife. The tornade

appeared to have hounced a

couple of times before ripping up a
transmission tower 5 km from Rae-Edzo,
NT. The starm tore the heams right out of
the base mounts and hant the tower in
half. i was the third twister recorded in
the Yellowknite area in the past 16 years.

1987: A weok-old baby

hurled 50 m by the Edmonton

tornado survived with only a

few scratches. Even more

remarkabie, a neighbour found her
bundled in a blanket on a road during the
storm. No one knew who the infant was,
and she lay in intensive care as Miss X
until late that night when her grandfather
ended a frantic family search by identify-
ing the chitd.




JULY SEPTEMBER
1 2 3 1 2 3 4
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
112 13 14 15 16 17 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

hit Winnipeg, the thumping hail

may have brought on the premature

birth of 2 8t. Bernard lifiers. Heidi
delivered a Canadian-record-breaking

22 puppies. (The Guinness world’s record
is 23). But the starm likely caused the
death of § puppies. In her zeal to protect
them from the hail, Heidi dug a hole in

1979: When a violent thunderstorm 1

1934: A thunderstarm poured

torrents of rain across southern

Ontario, bringing a welcome end

to the summer-long drought. Ata

YWCA camp near Ridgetown, the storm
biew tents and bedding into Lake Erle.
Heavy rain and winds forced hundreds of
sparrows ta the ground into about 80 mm
of water, drowning them. In Branttord, the

1918: A tornado levelied crops and
destroyed several large barns near
Wynyard, SK. One farmer was

caught under the barn when a huge
beam fell on his chest. Neighhours
rescued him, but the local doctor
pronpunced him dead, His obitvary
appeared in the next issue of the local
newspaper. However, 13 hours later, he

1921: It rained frogs in Calgary.

Along 11th Avenue, the frogs were
strewn thickly on the pavement.
Residents were puzzied as to the source
of the reptiles, Few believed they had
come out of their hidden retreats to bathe
in the shower, but there were no eyewit-
nesses. The first to discover their
presence were cats, whe found them

1975: A freak twister struck a

gondala-ift cable car, sending it

crashing 30 m to the ground on

Alberia's Sulphur Mountain.

Fontunately, the car was unoccupied.

The spectacular crash broke 2 of the

car's § windows and dented its body.

The accident suspended 1ift operations for
an hour and a half, but it didn't upset the

1897; A sudden thunderstorm

blazed across BC, leaving 70,000

people without power and 80 air-

planes stranded on the tarmac for

nearly 4 hours, The storm’s approximately
20,000 strikes of lighining sparked more
than 40 forest fires. Winds in the
Okanagan reached 108 km/, tetling
scores of huge, majestic frees in Kelowna

1847: Severe weather, including

a mini-tornado, struck Ontario’s
Temagami area. A family camping

in tenis about 2 km down the jake

from the village sald trees fell all around
them. The wind biew the rain so hard that
their tents ieaked like sieves. They finally
took refuge on the lake in a boat rather
than face the falling frees.

hiew away, the bull went with it and was
never found again.

That was good news for the “Shakespeare
by the Sea” theatra troupe. It had
tempoerarily moved to a nearby parking
lot, where attendance had dropped.

4} howling storm
5} misty shower

and turning i around. When Willlam
came home late that night he couldn’t
get in. The door wasn't where it was
supposed to be. He finally found it tacing
the apposite direction.”

drawing the whales closer to shore in
search of fish. One charter operation near
Halifax sald they could see the whales
from their kitchen table.

the mud, pushed the pups In, and laid on city's rainmaker, Frank Clark, boasted his regained consciousness and eventually as edible as tresh fish, & passengers travelling on other cars parks and damaging hundreds of boats in
top. Six suifocated. mystery machine had “done the trick.” lived to be almost 80 years old. when the crash oceurred. Lake Okanagan.
Civic Holiday Last Quarter O
1949: Nine hundred turkeys ona 1997: One of Metro Halifax's most Weather Quiz 1913 The Fife Lake [8K] 1887: Sightings of whales of 1946: From A History of 1988: Tornadoes are
farm near Yorkton, SK, took to the popular parks reopened. Point In Newloundland what is th History Book gave this account all shapes and sizes were up Altiance [AB and District: exitremely rare in the
bush when let out a few minutes Pleasant Park was closed to the n el °""; ma“ W rﬂa“f? f? of a tornade: “One day after dramatically along Nova “Charlie Pigeon agreed to Maritimes, so it was a
defore a severe thunderstorm struck. public in July because of the forest ;nean :“ ofthe “;° " aw William had gone oft to work Seotia’s Atlantic coast. Experts move @ granary from one side surprise when 3 funnels
The storm demolished the turkey houses. fire hazard. But after steady, 2-day rain, 2) sud iet:jgu:t of wind {or the day, a cyclone came through the credited the unusually sunny, dry weather of a fence to the other. He was 5o husy touched down in New Srunswick.
A butl in 2 bam also took to the bush but park ofticials atlowed the public back in. 3) no win tarm yard, Jifting the house oft the ground tor shifting the marine food chain and that he never got around fo the job, and In Carliste, 20 km east of Hartland, 2
not of his own accord. When the barm } waterspout

ihe other day the fellow asked him how
much he owed for having the granary
moved ... Investigation proved that the
recent heavy wind 1a severe thunder-
storm] must have litted the granary Into
the zir and blew it 50 feet over to the
exact spot where it was to be moved!
The only damage evident was 2 or 3
cracked 2x4's!”

tarnado uprooted trees and ripped apart a
barn, but cracked only 2 of 24 glass storm
windows that were stored in the building.
The tarnado dug a grogve in the ground
5to 10 cm deep and about 4 to 5 m long.

1897: A tornado touched
down near Deshoro, ON. One
resident was standing in his

living room with a friend.

Secands later they were at the bottom
of a shallow lake with debris from the
tornado-blasted home floating above
thent. They fought their way to the
surface through the debris and swam
100 m o shore. A single board was all
that remained of the hame.

1997: A lightning strike on a

police headquarters building

in Ontario’s Waterloo region

knucked oul the 911 system

along with much of the emergency backup
and computer-aided dispatch syslems.
The power faiture lasted nearly 4 hours.

1858: A tiery baby tornado,

called a dust devil, roared out

of a forest fire in BC's Douglas

Lake district. The inferno

enveloped 2 firefighters in flames, then

hurled them into the air like flaming torch-
es, The men later died from their burns.

1889: The targest solar flare

since 1972 disrupted shortwave

radio communications for

several hours and may have

been responsible for a power faflure that

teft 270,000 Hydro-Guebes customers
without power for 2 hours.
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1968: A severe hail storm hit

Lambeth, ON, damaging crops

and property. Four hours after

the storm, ice balls were stiil

piled 10 to 18 cm deap on the streets.
Scientists at the University of Taronte
Physics Oepartment asked residents
who had put hail stones In their freezers
to contact them. They were studying the
crystal and cell structure, density, and
other factors to learn more about how
hail stones grow.

1970: A rare morning tornado
struck Sudbury, ON, at about
£:30 AM. In a few minutes,

it infiicted $5 million

damage and left 10 dead, 200 injured,
and 750 homeiess. The twister blew

1 starey of a house completely away,
lifting 7 brothers and sisters from their
bedragm to the backyard 15 m away.

hanging out her washing at

her Milton, ON, farm home

when a tornado picked her

up and carried her 800 m before setting
her down without a scratch.

1823: Eiiza Harrison was 1




1995: Tropical Storm Felix
accelerated through Atlantic
Canada. As the eye of the

storm crossed through the

middie of the Canadian offshore buoy
network, the sensors recorded near-
hurricane force winds and waves an
incredible 27.5 m high. Total raintail
ranged from 35 to 65 mm near the
Avalon Peninsula.

an unkind prank on a coliie

dog owned by a resident near

Burnt River, ON. The lightning

hit the house chimney, ripped apart the
rafters, bulged a metal cailing, tore off
plaster, then followed a telephone wire
to the woodshed, where the owner was
splitting wood—his dog at his side.
The balt then circled near the dog and
flipped him on his back. The white dog
was scorched a dark brown.

1436: A lightning bolt played 3

1997 Balmy weather,

ripening apple and plum

trees, and seed-laden bird

{eeders aftracted many bears

and cougars to BC's Lower Mainland.

But it was nothing compared to 1896, one
of the busiest on record for black bears in
thae area. Conservation officers had
affended to 796 complaints, destroying
124 bears and relogating 192. Rapid
urhan sprawl has pushed humans into the
path of bears and cougars.

1969: A tornado and fierce

hail storm left the hamiet of

Lewvan, SK, in shambles.

At one farmhouse, swirling

winds sucked fine dishes from the china
cabinet and stacked them in neat piles on
the floor. The bodies of dead chickens
Iay strewn across the yard while others,
injured or stunned, Houndered ahout,
The ground around a planiation of small
evergreens was a mass of needles,
stripped from the frees.

1883: Volcanic explosions

ravaged Krakatau Island in

Indonesia. A veil of dust

eventually encircled the Earth

at a very high altitude. On 27 November,
vivid red dust caused sunset afterglows in
eastern Canada, so brilliant that people
thought they were fires.

Fuli Moon O

1853; A scientitic rainmaker,

Or. Wallace £. Howell, once

a meteorologist at Harvard

and famous for making it rain

in the early 13505 in order to fill New
York’s reservoirs, put his cloud seeding to
different use near Forestville, PO. Thers,
he seeded for 10 days and hrought rain
that put out a fire in an area measuring
80 by 160 km.

1900: From A History of

Wapella and District [SK):

“One Sunday when we got

home from church my father

said, “There is going to be a storm, see
how the cattle are bunching together and
Inoking the same way.” ... All at once
everything turned dark, one awful rear
and the new house was gone. The next
day my tirother, Farquhar, tound haif the
roof with the shingles still on half a mile
away, as it some strong hand had placed
it there,”

1876 A tarrential rain storm
tioaded 5t. John's with
173.2 mm of rain in

24 hours. This was the
greatest amount of rain received in any
1 day in Newloundland.

1976: Two hunters went
missing in lglonlik, NT, when
they got caught in bad weather.

They had only planned tc be

away for a lew days, $o when they did not
return after 2 weeks, a rescue crew was
sent oul, They located the hunters an an
ice floe close fo an island in Steenshy
Inlet along with 2 families who had been
hunting in the same area. Everyone was
in good health,

1897: Crummy summer

weathar helped Casino

Windsor post the best month

in its 3-year histery. Officials

said that unseasonably cool summer
weather had heiped. When the weather
starts improving in the spring, more
people come to the casine. But poor
summer weather aiso encouragss
gamblers. And in the winter, good
weather brings them ouf again.
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1996: Heavy spring rains and

runoft and warm summer

temperatures may have contributed

to an outbreak of Cryptosperidium in
Okanagan Lake, Kelowna’s malin source
of water. The parasite aftlicted more than
10,000 people; haalth ofticials advised
80,000 residents to boil their waler.
Schaols braught in bottled water before
opening in September.

1884: Eight confirmed tornadoes

were reporied on the Labour Day
weekend in Ontario’s tornado
alley—Windsor to London, As the

news sproad, residents who were away
for the weekend rushed home. One home-
owner had heen watching the Canada Cup
hockey game in Fergus, ON, whet news of
the tomado flashed on the screen. He left
immediately and found his house had
suffered a direct hit.

Last Quarter O

1910: A cigarefte-smoking

harvesier 10ssed the glowing end

of his cigarette info the grass.

A stiff breeze fanned the Hames,

which in turn burned 24 hectares of
standing wheat on a farm near Kemnay,
MB. Neightours saved their fields by
hurriedly ploughing fireguards,

1953: Neighbours and friends in

Londan Township built a new barn

to replace one smashed by a

tornado in May. Hundreds were

inviled to try nut the new plank fiooring at
an old-fashioned square dance. As the
guests arrived, a second tornado biew in
and knocked down the new strutture,
spreading twisted metal and splintered
wood up to 2 km away.

1822: A terrible lightning storm

broke over the Semans distriet

north of Regina. The rain forced

2 brothers fo take refuge under a
stook of grain hefore it was struck by
lightning. Other farmhands found their
hadly hurned bodies. The same bolt of
lightning stunned anether hired hand
working in the same field, bul he
recovered.

1991: Former prime minister Brian
Mulroney lold the Winnipeg Free

Press that a meeting with Joyce

Milgaard on a cold evening 6 years

ago touched him to such an extent that
he requested a review of her son’s case.
But Mr. Mulroney was mistaken about the
time and the weather: it was noon, sunny,
and 27° on the day he talked to her in
Winnipeg.

Labour Day

1977: Twa men at Beaver

Dam Flats on the Baw River

reported to CF8 Calgary that

ihey ware whisked into an

“gval and tlat, very bright white/blue light
by individuals who were small and
dressed In silver suils. They were taken
abaard an UFO for about 8 to 10 hours.”
At the time, visibility was limited, no
clouds, and it was a new moon.

1878: A heavy rainsterm in

Vaughan, ON, in which

128 mm of rain fel! over

3 days, washed out a hridge in

Cencord, slopping a southbound Morthern
Railway train. The fiond destroyed

30 dams and 20 bridges. Road repairs
were extensive, and many of the flooded
mills were nevar rebullt.

1996: The remnants of Hurricane

Fran blew through southern Ontarie.

in Teronto, 78 mm of rain—about

a month's worth-—fell in 1 day.

The storm washed out the thisd round
of the Canadian Open Galf Tournament
in Oakville. On the positive side, the
hurricane hlew countiess Atlantic ocean
birds inte Ontario, making It one of the
best days ever for birding.

Weather Quiz
What is snirt?

1} dirty snow that flies off
dusty prairie fields

14

2) strong wind that blows across a glaciell

3) Nova Scotian term for smag

4) earthy adour emitted by minerals prior|
ta rain

5} fog dritting over the Grand Banks

1852: Canadian television made lis

debut. The stars were 3 puppels

and melearologist Percy Salzman.

Ever the wit, Percy boasted, “I'm

proud of being the first TV weatherman in
Canada ... the first to use satellite weath-
er data ... 1o thraw up on air {chalk that Is}
... to wear no glass in my glasses. | once
did the weather with my fly open. No one

1979: Tornadic winds damaged

grain bins at a farm south of Manaor,

SK. A farm worker took cover in 2

steel bin. The wind promptly litted

the structure and carried it over a fence.
It bounced an the ground and landed
about 50 m away. When asked what he
thought of his experience, the man said,
“The take-oft wasn't too bad, hut the

1813: Early in the morning,

Laura Secord left her hame at
Queension, near Niagara Falls,

and walked 30 km to Beaver

Dams to wam of an American attack,

According o later accounts, the day was
sunny, very hot, and humid.

1925: A severe storm broke

swiftly over Montreal at 2 PM,

lasting for oniy a few minutes.

In that brief time, driving

sheets of rain, hail, vivid lightning,
and deafening thunder swept the city.
The storm washed away produce from
tarmers’ carts that had been brought in
to Chamb de Mara and Jacques Cartier

neliced.” landing was something elsel” Square for the Friday market,
NewMoon @ Rosh Hashanah
1752: The Great Hurricane 1984: Gale-force winds from 1895: At Sarnia, one of the 1996: Record numbers of

occurred In Charleston, South

Caralina, the day after the

British colenies adopted the

Gregarian calendar by dropping 11 days
from the Julian calendar. Sume of the
superstitious among the local pupulace
helieved thal the meddling was to blame
for the disastrous hurricane. “Give us
back our lost days,” they pleaded.

tropical starm Diane struck 2

50-m Vicloria-based brigantine

oft Halifax. The winds knocked

2 men averboard—1 drowned, hut crew
members managed o pull the atherto
satety.

wildest thunderstorms in years

oceurred. Lightning set ablaze

many bamns. The waters of

{ake Huron receded by more than

1m, rose in a few minules to 1/3 m above
the usval water level, then went up and
down iwice—a classic Great Lakes
seiche.

First Quarter 0

waterfow| migrated south for

the winter. More than

90 million ducks alone

winged over Canada on their way to
warmer climates. Good rainfail on the
prairies over the pasl 3 years has filled
marshes and potholes, leading o a boom
in waterfow! population.




1835: A boy from Lachute, PQ,
was standing beside his home
when he saw a raging tornade
approaching. The storm lifted

the roof and galleries of several large
homes, uprooted trees, and caved-in
barns. The boy immediately ran into his
kitehen, but the storm blew down the
ceiling around him. When the debris was
cleared he got up, dazed but unhurt.

1832: A severe rainstorm in

New Brunswick caused

3 spans of the Upper

Dorghester Bridge over

Memrameook River to collapse in the
winds and waves. The bridge had been
rebuilt in 1924-25 alter being destroyed
by high tides during World War | The fall
freshet produced the worst fleoding in
years.

1997: Patients with breathing
problams packed Winnipeg 2 1
hospitals atter a thick blanket

of smoke from stubble

burning covered the city. The provincial
agricuiture depariment had told farmers
that air stability was favourable for carry-
ing smoke up and over the city. Instead,
damp, cool evening conditions kept the
smake close o the ground, and a 15-kin/h
wind pushed it into the city’s west end.

1866: A hurricane visited

Newfoundiand and vaused

considerable damage to

shipping, fences, and trees.

One tarm near Carbonear fost 54 trees,
some 1m in circumference. Ouring the
hurricane, the French Man-of-War
Abondance and 15 merchant vessels were
wrecked at St. Pierre. Seventy-four men
died.

1996: Unseasonably cool and
sometimes rainy tonditions
across the couniry dampened

consamers’ enthusiasm for

items such as patio furniture, swimming
pools, air conditioners, and ice cream.
Fewer shoppers came inlto stores, and
though warm sunny weather arrived in
August, most people had given up on the
season.

1868: Vitious winds near

S§t. Mary’s, ON, demolished

about 150 m of the fair-

grounds’ exhibition building,

sent 3 people to hospital, and forced
cancellation of the fall fair, The wind alse
destroyed pant of the building that covered
a quarter-mile race track. The §t. Mary's
racetrack was once featured in Ripley's
Beligve Il or Not as the only covered
racetrack in the world.

1994: High winds caused

blizzard conditions over the

Arctic Islands from 25 to

27 September. Wind gusts

reachad 140 km/ at Alert. Flying debris
from the storm forced the Clyde River
school to close. By the 28th, temperatures
dipped to -16° at Mould Bay.

Yom Kippur Autumnal Equinex 07:31 EDT Full Moon O
1888: A schoolteacher saved 1992; Rain began to drench 1980: A mini-tormado at Cape 19497: In cuntrast {o the 1881: From the diary of
40 children from death in the Terrace/Kitimat region of Traverse, PEI, tipped a fishing summer’s dry sonditions, Dr. Joseph Workman:
Merrition, ON, when she BC. Between the 24th and boat, moored in a backyard, which forced officials to ban “Vennor's prophecy for
spotied an appraaching 27th, the area received over onto 2 barn. One gust of wind open fires in provincial Septemher has been utterly

tornado and led har children to 2 safe
corner when the tornado struck.
Unfortunately, falling debris killed one of
the children and injured several athers.

180 mm, and by 4 Octeber, Kitimat had
311.2 mm. The heavy rain resulted in
flcoding and considerable property
damage.

turned a 9,000-ky lanker onte its side, and
a second gust refurned it onto 4 wheels,

forests, a storm dumped up to 45 mm of
rain on Halifax. Ankle-desp water al the
entrance to the Bedford Place Mail
caused one store to close early. On the
Halltax watertrent, port police lost the use
of 1 of their 2 patrol boats when rain
submerged the 8-m craft.

out, but this seems not to trouble him.”
Henry George Yennor of the Geological
Survey in Ottawa was one of many ama-
teur wealher forecasters who claimed they
could prediet future weather through a
“law of recurrences.” Newspapers carried
hls forecasts and the anaual Vennor's
Almanac beginning in 1877 had a buge
following.
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fast remaining snow meited on

28 Aprit, Winnipeg received another
snowfall, making it the shortest
snow-frea period in recent memory.
Winnipegers’ emotions ranged from
stoicigm, {0 anger, to feeling cheated.
Retailers specializing in winter garb and
gear reported booming business.

1996: A mere 156 days alfer the 1

1964: A miniature tornado swept
across the Kirkton, ON, fairgrounds
scattering dehris and a few loose

hats, then disappeared. it also
flattened hieachers about 2 minutes
atter 100 spectators had abandoned the
structures to seek shelter in cars and
nearby buildings from the advancing
rain,

Last Quarter O

1976: Wind gusts blowing at

115 km/h swept into downtown

Calgary, forcing several construction
workers to jump to the ground from
4-m-high scattolds. The wind also sucked
the glass out of store windows. Severa!
people hiad to seek shelter because they
couldn’t walk against the wind.

1610: From the weather log of

John Guy, sent to Canada by the
Newfoundland Company to govern

its plantation: “A hot and most fair
clear sunshiny day. We have tound the
weather since our coming so temperate
as in England and rather befter ... our
company is much confirmed in a good
concept of this climate, seeing that the
weather [has] proved contrary o

[its] tame.”

1888: Lt. Saxby of the Royal Navy
predicted that exactly 1 year from

today a storm of marked severity

and exceptionally high tides would
occur. One vear less a day later, the
famous Saxby Gale struck western New
Brunswick. The storm tore vessels from
moorings, drove boats ashore, and badly
damaged others. At Moncton, tides were
2 m ahove any previous record set there.

1858: A violent storm whipped

across southern Ontario. The
newspaper reported: “Ladies
experienced considerable difficulty

in walking the straets from the foree of
the wind, and the super-abundance of
skirt indulged in now-a-days. Bul what
they lost in comfort they gained in
appearance, for the cheeks looked rosy
and healthy, and the face animated and
handsome.”

1987: Calgarians woke up to their

tirst blast of winter. In the downtown,
snow amounted to 12 cm or more,
though none fell outside the city.

Palige investigated 40 miner accidents
during the morning rush hour, compared
to the normal 3 or 4.

1977: A tornado siruck Chatham

Township in southwestam Ontario,

tearing the rool from a house and

pushing the building 2 m off its
foundation, A 4-year-old boy was asleep
at the time. A piece of timber fall near his
bed, and a large chunk of coment crashed
a few centimelras from his head. The tront
steps of the house went missing, but,
somehow, the family of 5 escaped safely.

1997: The Maxicans were

shivering; but It was not the

thought of playing Canada in a

World Cup soccer qualifier in

Edmonton. it was the weather!
Temperatures hovered near the freexing
mark in light flurries. The Mexicans were
all bundied up {as were the Canadians).
“In my lile | have never been so cold,”
moaned one Mexican forward,

New Moon .

1997: Alberta’s top court

refused to overturn a lower

court decision ordering a

Foremost resident to pay

$45,000 1o his neighbour for whacking
him with a 2 by 4. The victim had sued
the man for breaking his elbow during a
dispute over the way in which the victim
was clearing and banking snow from
his driveway.

the Pacific Northwest, causing

7 deaths and damages in

excess of $10 million. Howling

winds reached a maximum sustained wind
speed of 88 km/h with gusts of 140 km/h.
In Victoria, the wind tore off the side of

a house and lifted a fibreglass boat
suspended from the ceiling and smashed
it into the house next door!

1862: Typhoon Freda struck 1

Thanksgiving Day

1997: A major storm system

packing wind gusts to

120 km/h tracked into the

eastern Arctic from 12 to

16 October. At Cape Dorset, on Baflin
Island, strong winds causad extensive
damage and capsized 5 boats. Officials
ordered people to stay indoors as winds
up to 120 km/ batfered the area.
Emergency personnel at Rankin inlet
reporied that the wind blew the root

off a store.

Weather Quiz
What Is nephelococeygia?

1) activity of describing the
shape of clouds

2) scienlific name for weather
modification

3) practice of seeding clouds to
prevent hail

4) technical name for clouds that
resemble flying saucers

§5) trance from staring at a full moon

1996: Western Canada was

hit with seme brutal fall

weather. In the Vancouver

area, heavy rain and wind

flooded interseclions, caused power
outages, cancelied ferry crossings,

1871: The keel of the schooner
Snow Sgualiwas laldina
snow storm and launched ina

snow storm, Coinidentally,

on this day she was also lost in a snow

storm while on a trading voyage to

and delayed Thanksgiving di
A whopping 46 mm of rain fell in just
15 hours. Meanwhile, southern
Saskatchewan residents woke to heavy
rain, lighining, and marble-sized hail.

N diand. All hands perished.

1852: A storm drove 21

American fishing vessels

onto shore at Souris, PEI.

A witnass wrote, "Two

hundred destitute seamen tan be seen ...
strolting about in distress and want, many
of whom escaped without shoes, hals, or
jackets.”




1997: A Calgary pilot died

ingtantly when his smali plane

crashed after clipping power

lines northeast of Crossfield.

A police officer said it appeared the pilot
descended through thick mist to get his
Bearings and hit the pawer lines. Weather
conditions in the area were deterioraling
at the time, with a 250-m cloud ceiling,
mist, and gusting north winds.

First Quarter 0

1930: Twenly-five people fled

the Angoia Hotel in Buftalo,

New York, when bulging walls

warned that the roof might

cave in from the weight of wet snow left
affer a sudden snowburst. Hundreds of
small buildings along the American shore
of Lake Ontario coliapsed under the
weight. In Ontario, most stations near the
lakes reporiad only a dusting of snow.

1997 Hot “Indian Summer”

weather and skyracketing

water temperatures may have
encouraged the production of

subistances that fouled Windsor's drinking
water. The erganic compounds~—gessmin
and methylisoboresl—were released
when weeds in Lake 51. Ciair began to
decompose, The City treats the water o
remove the ofending compounds, but that
program usually ends in early October
when waler temparatures drop and plant-
growth and decomposition slow.

1997: Frigid temperatures and
heavy snow flurries hlanketed
Manitoba. Blowing snow

severely hampered transport-

ation in and around Winnipeg. loy road
conditions had Maniteha Public Insurance
tiopping, with an average of 100 new
claims an hour, a 30% Ingrease over an
ordinary winter day.

1993: Southern and central

Ontario residents cleaned up

after a tisrge wind storm.

The winds downed trees and

power lines, damaged bulldings, and
caused water levels to rise guickly along
Lake Erie’s eastern end. At Gore Bay on
Manitoulin Island, a wind gust of 102
km/h was the strongest ever recorded at
that location in October.

18597: A winter storm slowed
fraftic to a crawl across most
of Ontario from Londan to

Comwall. The largest snow-

fali occurred in the Lake Huron region,
where up to 15 cm feil. In London, the
storm delayed school buses, cut power,
and downed branches. In Ottawa, dozens
of drivers, caught off guard by the sea-
son’s first snowfall, skidded oft the road.

1993: Gale-Torce winds,

clocked above 90 km/h,

pounded Victoria. Power

lines came down, leaving

many areas In darkness. The worst of the
storm hit just hefore the World Series
basebal! game ended, but mest people
got to see the Toronto Blue Jays win
belore being plunged into darkness,

1845: A& 3-day rainfall started
an the 23rd in BC's Lower
Fraser Valley. H caused mud-

slides and the diversion of a
mountain stream east of Abhotstord,
which disrupled electric rattway service.

Full Moon O

1049: Residents of Haines Junction,

YT, wers busy shovelling 67.3 em of snow
from yesterday’s snowfall, the greatest
1-day total ever from a Yukon station.

3 1 Oaylight Savings Time Ends

Halloween
Last Quarter O

1983: A major storm with

winds in excess of 100 km/h

hit Atlantlc Canada. One ship

reported high seas of 10 m.

Winds downed power lines leaving two-
thirds of Nova Scotia in darkness for up to
20 hours. The storm tiooded highways as
well as destroying 30 fishing hoats and
thousands of lobster traps.

1857: A farmer and his son
from Mageg, PQ, noticed that
before a rain shower on this

day, their catile acted

strangely. They ran, frighlened, to the
river's edge and stood tegether until the
storm passed, hellowing furiously all
the while.

1997: Ottawa residents awoke
to the start of the largest
teacher's walkout in Canadian

history, and o the atfermath

of a freak snow storm. The storm created
a lransporiation mess, sending dozens of
cars into ditches and stranding 0C
Transpo’s hig, arliculated buses. The
storm evers knocked the Virgin Mary stat-
ug from her pedestal outside $1, Patrick’s
Basilica on Nepean Street.

Y

1896: Edmonton missed

the fierce storm predicted for

the evening rush hour, but

Calgary was not so tortunate,

Strong gusts knocked down power lines,
throwing several neighbourhoods inte
darkness. Up to 12 cm of snow fell across
southern Alberfa. Temperatures were at
least 10 degrees helow normal, along
with very high wind chill.

1997: Strong winds clocked
at 95 km/h torced operators of
the Confederation Bridge to

stop tractor trailers and
motorcycles fram crossing during
the night. The weather also forced
canceliation of all ferry crossings
between PEl and Nova Scotia.

1978B: Strong winds began

blowing in northem BC and

Alberta, in southern Alberta,

2 furniture-warehouse roofs

blew oft, collapsing walls and causing
about $1.5 million damage. Near Pincher
Creek, the wind pushed a rail car carrying
40 heaif of cattle over 70 km—-at speeds
up to 80 km/h~betore the car came 1o
rest on an incline,
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1897: Thirly weeks after their

worst blizzard ever, Manitobans

were shovelling again, The first

snow of winter closed highways and
caused cars to slide into ditches and sach
otber. Between 10 and 15 em fell across
the Red River Valley, andup to 20 em in
eastern Manitoba. Visibility was zere in
open areas; some tow-truck drivers
refused to travel far lo rescue vehicles.

1955: Ferocious winds brought

a massive downpour ashore to

North Vancouver. Rising walers

drove people trom their homes and
washed away houses, roads, bridges,
and rail lines. The 2-day rain exceeded
125 mm in places, Army personnel jpined
thousands of police, firefighters, civil
defence workers, UBC students, and
civilian volunteers sandbagging along
craeks.

1996: A winter snow storm
wreaked havoc across PEI, causing
hazardous driving conditions and
siranding travellers at ferry

terminals. At the terminals, parking lots
were so full that officials loaded 2 rows of
cars onto a docked ferry to wait out the
storm, thus making room in the terminal.
People had to wait 1 hour for cafeteria
service.

1875: The lives ol 130 peaple,

most from BC, wera lost when the
Pacific sank atier being struck by

a heavy southeaster. Gne man
managed to survive the shipwreck
by floating on part of the pilet house.
Rescuers found him 26 hours later.

4

| 4) weather weenies
1 5) storm chasers

Friday

Weather Quiz

Prior to World War 11,
meteorologists used to refer
to themselves with this nickname:

5

3) halloon blowers

Saturday

1880: A gale on the 6th and 7th

wracked or disabled 2 score of

vessels on the Great Lakes.

Only 15 km from its destination at
Torente, the Belle Sheridan, with a carge
of coal, was swept easiward along the
shore of Lake Ontario past Presqu’ile, all
the while being torn up by the piercing
westerlies. Of the 7 crew members,

only 1 boy survived.

1994: New Brunswick’s worst

wind storm in 25 years, with gusts

up to 100 km/h, tore through forests,
leaving downed trees in a langled
mess. Foresters estimated the winds
felled 1 million cords of wood worth
about $10 million, enough wood to keep
a large puip mill going for a year.

At Woodbine in Toronto races were
cancelled because winds were hlowing
horses sideways.

New Moon ‘

1818: Around noon in Montreal,

the sky turned from a greenish tint

te inky black, then sooly, soapy-

suds rain fell, Laler, a tremour

shook the Island of Montreal. Frightened
citizens made their way to the church,
Suddenly, a Hightning holt struck the
church spire, and it crashed to the ground.
The next morning dawned bright and clear
s if nething had happened.

1913: A Sunday slorm drowned

more than 270 seamen in the

Great Lakes. Thirty-four freighters

and other vessels sank or were

badly wreeked. The crew of the Plymouth
on Lake Michigan met a tragic end in the
storm. When U.S. coast guard officials
hoarded, they found the crew of 7 men
lashed to the mast, trozen to death.

Only the ship had survived.

1890: A heavy snow storm

dumped up to 45 cm of snow

on the Matapédia Vailey in

Gaspé, PQ. Snow and strong

winds downed trees and hydro lings,
Ieaving thousands without power.
Elsewhere, strong wind gusisup to
130 km/h, 10- to 20-m high waves,
and rain whipped Nova Scotia and PEI,
causing local looding and suspending
ferry service.

1883: A walerspout occurred

in Mitlar Channel near Fiores

Istand an the west coast of

Vancouver Isiand.

The unseasonable fury, packing 110-km/mh
wind gusts, and much farther north than
usual, capsized the wooden fishing boal,
Storm Prince, drowning 2 of 10 people on
board.

19855: Three people died in

Nicolet, PQ, when a section

of an embankment slid into

the Nicolet River. Several

others clambered to safety as the

grouny cracked around them, and slid
soms 20 m down the river hank. Fearing
further cave-ins, civic officials evacuated
over 200 people from convents, hostels,
and homes.

over 2 weeks necessitated

one of the largest highway

reconstruction projects ever in the west
central region of the province. The flood,
described as a once-in-a-200-year event,
washed out roads, bridges, and business-
@s. One resident said that the raging
creeks “sounded like Niagara Falls.”

1978: Massive flooding
in the Terrace, BC, area 3

cuts, hardly a salt truck was to be seen.
The storm~—the third-heaviest snowfall
this early in the seasen in 60 years—
was partly to blame for 4 road deaths
and handreds of accidents on icy, wind-
swept, snow-clogged highways in
Greater Toronto.

recard 167 mm of rain that fell in October,
and that the city had twice the usual
amount of precipitation over the past

12 months. Vancouver has only had more
than 8 straight days of sunshine 6 times in
the past 59 years.

and isolating several homes. The storm
hit hard between Buctoche and Shediac.
Up to 1.5 m of water submerged a newly
paved road near Buctoche.

First Quarter 0

field off Newloundland. As the il started
flowing, the weather was mediocre, with
4-m waves and 37-km/h winds, far better
than what Hibernia was designed to
withstand: jcebergs; 25-m waves, and
185-km/h winds.

reductions. Toronte and its surrounding
suburbs achieved cumulative reductions
of 7.8 mitlion tonnes of carbon dioxide
between 1990 and 1995—a 6% decline
since 1990, Edmonton finished 7th in the
international survey invelving 150 cities.

Remembrance Gay
1997: Thousands of Torante 19497: Canada’s “wet coast” 1962: Gale-force winds and 1897: At 6:40 AM, the Hirst 1997: The UN stated that 1887: In the midstof a 1897: Toyota Canada
molorists were fumning after tity enjoyed 9 straight rainless tides caused minor flooding in barrel of eil finally tiowed out Toronte is the world's leading howling starm, the schooner decided tp build a cold-
up to 22 cm of snow fell in the days. But no one complained, southeastern New Brunswick, of Hibernia, nearly 20 years municipality attempling to Glendora plunged to the weather research and test
city, but, because of hudget especially considering the inundating wharves, highways, atter engineers discovered the introduce greenhouse gas bottom of Lake Ontario near centre in Timmins, ON.

Amberst Island. s cargo included an
unspetified amount of gold and silver
pieces.

The company liked the city's natural
weather, i.¢., high humidity in cold
temperatures, large wind-chill factor, and
abundant snowfall. Other auio makers
also test their vehicles in northern
Ontarie, including General Motors in
Kapuskasing.




1997: A Faimouth ski hiil

operalor exporis Snow.

The owner of Ski Martock

sent 50 tonnes of fresh

Canadian snow to the sunny climes of
Puerto Rico. It anrived In a refrigerated
container in time for a 4-day celsbration
to kick off the Christmas season,

1996: Queen’s University

researchers figored out how

Arctic fish avoid freezing.

Apparently, the tish use an

anti-freeze protein to limit fittle ice
crystals that get into their circulation

by controlting the ice-crystal size.

The discovery has important implications
in everything from storing ice cream and
other freezer foods te developing frost-
resistant plants.

1996: Cold weather played

havac with Calgary drivers.

Slippery roads contributed

to nearly 500 accidents;

51 resulted in injuries. The cold alse
froze water pipes, including one in an
ahandoned department store, When the
pipe burst, mare than 190,000 litres of
water gushed oul, filling the driveway
of 2 loading dockte 1 1/2 m.

Full Moon O

1996: A 30-m-long awning

Ipaded with snow tore off the

front of an Edmonton store

and fel on @ woman, shal-

taring both her legs. At first, the awning
tipped forward, spilling hundreds of kilp-
grams of snow on the sidewalk. Then it
tore loose. It was so cold, around -30°,
that the woman’s blood froze.

1B68: A vicious storm drove

the Jersey City, a propelter

steamer with a cargo of flour,

pork, and a deckload of cattie

ashore at Long Point, ON. Heavy seas
washed some catile overboard as well

as one of the passengers. The remaining
passengers and 19 of the 20 crew made it
to shore just as the snow squall reached
full force.

1996; Frigid temperatures

and an early dump of desp

snow mada it extremely

diffigult for wildlite in Alberta.

Many mule deer congregated on
neighbourhood lawns, With the stard of
breeding season, malas expand a lof of
energy and don’t eat, often dying before
the end of winter. Severe winter weather
worsens their condition.

1987: An sarly season snow

storm wreaked havoc on

paris of the Maritimes,

dumping 20 to 25 cm of

slughy, heavy snow and forging police fo
close the Trans-Canada in several places.
Siippery conditions and poor visibility
caused several fractor-trailers to jackknife
or slide into he ditch. In southern New
Brungwick, schools closed and many
community events were cancelled.

1997: Alberta wildlite
biologists suggested that the
open water and the lack of a

deep snow pack made it

difficult for coyotes to find food.

Last year, with a deep snow pack, the
coyotes did very well feeding on starving,
exhausted, and injured deer.

1997: An avalanche in

Kananaskis country swept

4 Caigary teens to their

deaths. Park wardens said the

feens were in an oul-of-bounds area and
likely triggered the avalanche that roared
150 m down a steep siope and enguifed
them. Unseasonably mild temperatures
and lack of snowlall kept most Alberia ski
hills closed this season.

Last Quarter O

1997: With the threat of

a $500 fine, the city of

§t, John’s forbids people

trom depositing snow or ice

on any streef or sidewalk in such a way
as to ¢reate a safety hazard. One elderly,
very annoyed man in St. John's said:
“Look around here. Where am | going to
put it?” and then clearly expressed his
mouod hy saying exactly what he wanted to
dowith it.
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came to a quiet end. Seven tropical
storms formed; only 3 reached

1997: The Atlantic hurricane season 1
hurricane strength, and none d

1997: Between 30 and 40 cm of
snow fell across the Marilimes,
High winds forced closure of the
P!

ion Bridge for several

Canadian waters. Only 1 tropical storm
appeared during the peak August to
September period—an occurrence last
noted in 1929. Most hurricane forecasters
credited El Nifio for shutting down tropical
disturbances before they could intensify.

hours. Northumberland ferries were tied
up all day, and flights were cancelled at
the Charloftetown Airport. On PEI,
autharities closed schools in outlying
districts, and provincial politicians
cancelled the evening sitting of the
legislature.

1995: The Canadian navy pulled

off a dramatic 4-hour rescue

garly this morning, in the North

Atlantic. Fighting 15-m waves and
stinging sall spray, the Sea King
helicopter hovered 12 m above the
heaving deck of a sinking Gresk-owned
hulk carrier. Flares from a circling
Hercules aircraft lit the scene, and Search
and Rescue technicans used a horse-
collar-style hamess to haul up survivors.

1873: Hon. 0. Mowat, premier

of Ontario, narrowly escaped

serious injuries or worse.

Mr. Mowat was residing in the

Parliament Buildings while his residence
was heing repaired. At the height of 2
storm, winds toppled ane of the buildings’
chimneys. Bricks came crashing through
the roof into the room below, which was
oceupied by the premier.

Hanukkah

1997: The X-Fijes co-slar David
Duchovny complained on the

“Late Night with Gonan 0'Brien”

show from New York that he was

fed up with Vangouver becanse it had
“400 inches of rain a day.” Quchovny's
remark, intended as a joke, eutraged
British Columbia’s tourist association and
drew furlous reaction from residents.
He later apolagized.(1997 was
Vancouver’s weftest year ever,)

1857: From the writings of Hemry

Youle Hind: “Aler our arrival at

Red Lake Mission we learned the
Roman Cathelic missionary had

frozen to death 2 days previously, in an
attempt 10 cross the ice during a snow
storm ... He had been visiting a camp of
0]ibways, who warned bim of the perils of
a return across the lce during the storm,
and invited him to pass the night in their
wigwams ,,."

1867 Thick fog engulifed Calgary

for several days—the resultof 2

thermal inversion. The fog usually
vanishes by morning, when the sun
warms the ground. However, in winter, the
days are so short and the sun so low, the
fog often hangs around much longer than
it would in the summer. Calgary's
overnight temperature dipped to -20.7°.

tew Moon @)

1881: “Canada has a reputation

for magnificent winter weather ...

but the result this fime [during 2

stay in Montreal and Quebec] has

been a mass of characteriess weather,
which any right-feeling Canadians are
probably ashamed of ... never mind; what
you lack in weather you make up in the
means of grace.” {Mark Twain, address at
Windsor Hotel, Montreal, reproduced In
The New York Times, 10 December 1881}

a hurden on the Great Weslern

Railway. From a railway report:

“The mails are behind, and there

are 9 trains of cars blocked between
Windsor and Niagara Fails. We pity the
passengers, for when the passage is
shortest the accommudations for eating
are very bad and when drawn outto 2 or 3
days there will ensue 2 semi-famine ...”

1854: A brutal start to winter placed 9

1997: Fourteen passengers

aboard the Sowind Air

commuter plane survived

when it crashed at Littie

Grand Rapids, MB; 4 people died. At the
time of the crash {3:15 PM) there was a
tow ceiling, thick fog, near-zero visibility,
and freezing rain. Local residents snow-
mobiled acrogs Family Lake, carrying
chainsaws and axes, Nurses treated the
injured until they could e flown to
Winnipeg.

1867: In Kingston, ON:

“Saxie Allen ... was executed

at a tew minutes after

11 o’clock this morning.

He walked to the galiows with a firm step,
and refused to have the black cap drawn
aver his head ... he died with 2 smile

on his face ... About 1,500 persons
witnessed the execution. Weather cold
and clear.” (The Daily Globe, Toronto)

1997: Warm weather slowed

winter road construction in

northern communitiss such

as Fort Chipewyan, AB.

Freaze-up was a month later than usual.
A contractor checking the road across
Lake Athabasca crashed through the ice
on a snowcat. When this happens, road
construction must start over, so besides
putting the victim al rigk, such incidents
delay the road for everyone.

1997: Record-breaking

temperatures in Alberta made

it feel more like Gctober than

December. Eight new records

were broken, including 9.2° at Edmonton
and 13.3° at Medicine Hal. in Calgary,
one resort offered same-day ski-and-golf
packages. For many residents, December
golf wag a first. S8ome husinesses such as
snow-removal companies and sporting
goods stores were praying for snow.

1964: A brutal cold speli

caused at least 3 deaths, and

resuited in power shortages

in much of Alberta. Fire-

fighters had trauble because of frozen
equipment and icy streets. Calgary
residents rationed power by voluntarily
furning off Christmas lights. The Calgary
post oftice reported anly one serious case
of frosthite among workers—but the
victim was an Inside employee!

1997: Record-high femp-
eratures in the West had
Saskatonians playing golf, and

picking up Christmas trees on

their way home. Meanwhile, freak snow
storms and bitter cold struek northern
Mexico, leaving at least 12 dead and
paralysing highways and ports. it snowed
in Guadalajara (as much as 40 cm) for the
first time since 1881. Temperatures were
-15° in Chihuahya state.

First Quarter 0

1987: It was dark, and the

alrport was shronded in fog

when an Air Canada flight

from Toronto to Fredericton

approached the slippery runway, It skid-
ded, bounced across a field, then slid up
a snowy embankment and slammed into
trees and bush about 1 km from the air-
porl. It ook rescuers 30 minutes to find il.
The deep snowpack |ikely saved the
vietimg’ lives.

1997: Wildfires pushed by

80 km/h winds raced through

tinder-dry forests in central

Albertz—the first winter forest

fires in 2 decade. More serious were
massive wildlires near Fort Macleod, AB.
Strong chinook winds fram 80 to 100 km/
whipped the grassfires across the ranch-
land, gcorching buildings and 1,000 km of
fence, and burning io death hundreds of
livestock.

1795: From explorer David

Thompson's diary during his

expedition in northern

Saskaichewan and Maniioba:

“On the 18th December at 8 AM, the
thermometer was 56°; at noon 44°, and at
9 PM 48 degrees helow zero. If was a day
of most intense gold, the ice on the lake
was splifting in all directions, the smoke
from the chimney fell in lumps to the
ground.”




1983: Vancouver temperatures
wers -5° and -13°. Vehicles
wouldn’t start, and customers

waited hours for taxi and

towing services. Prairie folks chuckied
when Vancouverites described this as
“¢oid.” It was -41° at Coronation, AB, the
coldest in 98 years, At Moosomin, SK, it
was -38°, so cold that several children
got stuck to playground equipment, and
had to be thawed oft.

1889: A major snowfall
caused automohiie
accidents from Montreal to
the US border. Near St. Luc,
25 km southeast of Montreal,
150 cars were involved in a
single accident.

26

Boxing Day

1996: Rush hour was a slushy,
white-knuckle ride home for
many Vancouver drivers.

Temperatures near the

freczing mark left downtown streets

wet, but at higher elevations several
centimetres of slughy snow covered the
ground. Buses ran about an hour late. Up
to 25 ¢m of snow fell in the Fraser Valley.

19497: Ontario Provingiat

Police warned residents in

the Midland area not to

venture out on lakes and

rivers, fce was not thick enough to support
the weight of people and snow machines.
Two kayakers bacame trapped by ice on
Penetang Bay; luckily, they were able to
Iree themseives.

1989: It was so cold in

Toronto that when the door-

man at the posh King Edward

Hotel used his whistie to hail

a cab the metal whistle stuck to his lip.
The temperature of -22.2° that day felt
more like -30° with the wind chill.

Winter Solstice 02:44 EST

Fuil Moon O

1997: The scanty snow
cover across Western Canada
caused a meat merchant

trom St Albert, AB, to truck

in § trailerloads of snow scraped from a
hockey rink. He had it dumped in front of
his store. Surprised shoppers enjoyed the
sight, especially the 3 snowmen. The
merchant had been concerned that his
daughter would be unable to enjoy winter
during the holidays.

1986: A severe ice storm

struck the Ditawa Valley and
southwestern Quebec on

Christmas Eve. One home in

4 was without power on Christmas Day,
and many residents had o resort to
barbecued turkey or take-out foed for
dinner. Nearly 14 hours of freezing rain
deposited about 30 mm of precipitation—
making for a mystical yet distressing
scene.

1887 At noon, Edmonton's

temperature was 6.8°C; but

in Phoenix it was only a

degree warmer. There was

no snow on the ground in the Alberta
capitai—the first brown Christmas in
100 years. At least a dozen golfers played
at the Victoria golf course. Kids tried out
new hikes, joggers ran in their shid-
sleeves, and people stralied in wind-
breakers and sunglasses.

Christmas Day

Woather Quix

What is the most popular
weather term used in naming
geographical areas, features,
and places in Canada?

1) sunny

2) rainy

3) snow

4) wind

5) frost

1996: The Great Blizzard of

'96 struck southwestern BC,

dumping a record 1-day

snowlall of 41 cm on

Vancouver and 85 em at Victoria.
Canadian Forces soldiers cleared roads
and searched for hundreds of ded

1842; A freezing rain “ice
blitz" hit Cornwall, ON,
knocking down telephone
poles and sending large tree

limbs crashing to the ground,

Most residents wers without slectricity

moforists. On Vancouver island, there
wers g0 many collapsing buildings that
firefighters were only vigiting those whers
people were known 1o be inside.

and telephone service for 7 fo 10 days,
although it took months to return
essential services to all customers.
Utitity companies brought in workers
from Ouehec and western Ontario fo

repair power lines.

Last Quarter O’“”)

1997: Described as a “spring
tide with attitude,” high tides,
combined with deep low-

atmospheric pressure and

sirong winds, caused water to break
through makeshifi rock barriers near

Fox Point, NS. The surge threw piles of
seawsed into yards. The ugly mess fright-
ened children to the point that they
refused to leave their houses.

1897: Vancouver and Victorla
went through the “Big Wet"™—
the wetiest year in their

history. At Vancouver, total

pracipitation was 1,537 mm, almost all of
it rain. Only 8 cm of snow fell, the least
since 1941 received a mere 2.3 em.

Wet days numbered 185 (3 snow days),
sompared to the normal of 164 days.




January - 2
February - 2
March - 1
April - 2
] May - 2
June - 2
’ July - 2
August - 1

September - 1
October -1

November - 3

December - 3

2.5 years
Quebec

Regina
snowshoeing
Calgary

flying glass
Manitoba
sudden gust

of wind

dirty snow that flies
off dusty prairie
fields

activity of
describing the
shape of clouds

balloon blowers

snow
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