
Resolute staffed by 
meteorologists for 35 years 
by John McBride 

For 35 continuous years the Canadian 
government has sta ffed a weather sta
tion at Resolute, N.W.T. From the es
tablishment of the Joint Arctic Weather 

talio n (JAWS) until just last year, it 
was the practice to staff the Officer-in

harge (01 ) position with a meteorol
ogist. Then, on September 26, 1981 AES 

entral Region began rotating senior 
meteorological technicians through the 
0 1 po ition at Resolute on short-term 
po ting of three to four months. 
Almo t 60 meteorologists have served in 
Re o lute and their contributions to avia
tion, marine transportation and other 
ac tivitie in the Queen Elizabeth Islands 
mu t be saluted and significant moments 
in their High Arctic service recalled. 

Reso lut e, located on Cornwallis 
Island facing the Northwest Passage 
(about 2500 km north of Winnipeg), is 
one of the few inhabited sites in the 
Queen Elizabeth Islands, home of such 
Arctic animals as polar bears, musk ox
en, lemming and caribou, as well as of 
many birds . There are four old Inuit 
illage ites near Resolute and indica

tion that in pa t centuries there must 
have been a considerable population . 
Temporary vis itors have included British 
na al expeditions in search of the North
we t Pas age, Norwegian explorers, 
North Pole adventurer , Greenlanders 
on hunting trips and Canadian govern
ment official . 

Fi e , eather sta tion - Resolute, 
ureka, I ach en, Mould Bay and Alert 

(the J WS) , ere e. tablished on the 
i land after World War II. When heavy 
i e pre ented an icebreaker and supply 
hip from entering Winter Harbour on 

Mel ille I land , t, o year upplie and 
equipment were landed in Resolute Bay 
along, ith 16 men on Augu t 31, 1947. 

Meteorologi t Bill Ray wa part of the 
team, and hi tour of duty , as two 
ear . h t, o years at uch an i olated 
ite? tu Dewar who replaced him in 

1949 ay : " The job , a deemed dif
fi ult, omplex, requiring diplomatic 
kill with taff and i iting dignitarie 

Cliff Hannah (left) is the senior met tech who 
replaced Steve Ricke/ls, the last meteoro
logist to serve as DIC Resolute Weather Of
fice on September 26, 1981. They are seen 
together in fro nt of the briefing display. 

from Ottawa and Washington as well as 
continuance of scientific programs and 
managing the station. It was fe lt that the 
OIC might achieve efficiency of opera
tion the first year, but that the second 
year wou ld be a "piece of cake" and HQ 
staff could rest more easily." Although 
a policy change was not implemented 
until 1952, few meteorologists served as 
O IC longer than_ a year. 

Airport was 2 km gravel strip 
The first years were characterized by 
construction and lots of flights. The 
original Upper Air Weather Station was 
established at "South Camp" in 
September I 947. Stu reports that many 
improvements were made to existing 
buildings during his tour of duty. A new 
power house was built, a new ' hotel ' was 
erected and several Jamesway and 
Quonset huts removed. The Upper Air 
Station was moved several times while 
Charlie Goodbrand and Mike Webb 
were O!Cs and the latter recalls changes 
in Resolute operations: "Construction 
was completed in October 1963 of a 
spacious, new building and separate in-

flation shelter for the upper air station at 
"Mid Camp" about two km south of 
the airport base. The ozone observatory 
was re-located on the second floor of the 
operations building. The aerologists 
were pleased with their new facilities, 
though at first they were a little ap
prehensive about the remoteness. Trans
portation was by truck or " Bombardier" 
ski-track vehicle along a gravel road 
marked by 200 litre oil drums." 

Despite its extreme isolation, the 
Resolute weather station had some 
"neighbours". The Dept. of Energy, 
Mines and Resources ran a base near 
" South Camp" doing ionospheric 
research and other scientific programs. 
Stevedores arriving to offload bulk 
cargo from ships during summer re
supply stayed at "South Camp". The 
Resolute airstrip, situated about five km 
north of the weather station was built in 
1949 and originally maintained by the 
RCAF as a 2 km gravel strip . While 
piston-engined transport aircraft re
stocked the JAWS with fuel, food and 
equipment each spring, sev eral 
meteorologists such as Bill Markham, 
Don Storr, Fred Burbridge and Horace 
Wilson served as forecasters at RCAF 
base. Then in 1953 Inuit from Pond In
let (in northern Baffin Island) and In
oucdjouac on eastern Hudson Bay were 
uprooted and transported to Resolute to 
occupy a single row of tiny wooden 
houses set along the beach two km west 
of " South Camp" . 

OIC had many duties 
The life of the meteorologist / OIC was 
busy. Following the sealift, there were 
forecasts to prepare for the fall airlifts to 
Mould Bay and Isachsen Polar Conti
nental Shelf Projects on many islands 
would be ended for another season and 
expeditions would strike camp and head 
south. Messages flowed in a steady 
stream from weather stations reporting 
damaged or missing supplies. Spares and 
replacements had to be ordered from the 
south and they had to be flown in before 
the end of October when the Polar night 
ended almost all flying until the follow-
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ing March . Throughout the winter there 
was a weekly RCAF flight into Resolute, 
on to Alert via Thule and back . Weather 
en route and frequent mechanical break
downs kept the forecaster busy most of 
the week. Since Resolute was near the 
Magnetic North Pole, reception of fac
simile charts from Edmonton was poor. 
Mike Webb comments; "facsimile 
reception was often better from Orly, 
Paris than Edmonton." 

January and February were usually 
quiet months. However , in 1950, long 
before the sun first appeared at noon on 
February 7, a USAF C-54 piloted by 
Col. Burt Balchen, touched down in 
Resolute. The crew were royally received 
by all station staff and stayed for dinner 
and overnight rest. 

There were admini trative matters to 
attend to and mail to be handled (the 
OIC was also the po tma ter). Fortu
nately, he rarely had to exercise hi 
duties as justice of peace or as customs 
adjudicator. The OIC maintained daily 
liaison with the RCAF base commander 
and with weather stations via weekly 
ham radio contacts. A soon as light 
returned in March, flight were made by 
C-47 Dakotas on sk ii or Otters using 
oversize wheels, dropping 200 litre fuel 
drums in preparation for summer ex
peditions. 

The pring airlift in early April wa 

also very busy until in 1969 monthly 
flights to the JAWS began and there was 
less activity during the spring and fa ll 
airlifts. By late April expeditions would 
arrive and construction would begin re
quiring aviation forecasts around the 
clock. In the sixties and seven ties i l was 
common for a second forecaster to serve 
a short term assisting the OIC during 
peak periods. John Mulvenna was the 
first of these in Resolute, assisting Hugh 
McRuer in the summer of 1969. 

Occasionally there were requirements 
for special Jorecasts; for the RCMP who 
used to travel by sled and dog team over
land from Resolute to Grise Fjord; and 
for the RCAF when they ran an Arctic 
Survival school at Crystal City nearby . 

The RCAF Central Navigation School 
arrived each spring from Winnipeg and 
for over a week, crew navigated to 
every part of the Queen Elizabeth 
Islands, including flights to the North 
Pole and back. The North Star aircraft 
never shut down - it wa imply re
fuelled and supplied with a fre h crew. 
Parachute airdrop were arranged be
fore Chri tmas over Mould Bay, 
lsach en and Eureka. Emergencie and 
medical evacuations were not uncom
mon . In the fall of 1961, an Inuit youth 
wa accidentally shot when a bullet from 
a .22 rifle bounced off ome tones and 
entered his abdomen. A Cl30 Hercule 

The runway ar Resolute has improved considerably since the early gravel strip days. 

with skiis arrived from Thule and a 
green-clad medical team raced to the pa
tient. As I reca ll them by the bed of the 
startled Inuit boy, I felt I was watching a 
scene from TV's 'MASH'. The boy re
ceived excellent medical treatment in 
Thule and when he returned weeks later 
dressed in an RCMP outfit, he was the 
village hero . 

Resolute has had its share of severe 
and difficult weather to predict: winter 
blizzards, wind gusts, turbulence and 
low stratus. "The worst blizzard I have 
ever experienced," said Jack McCabe 
"was on November 11, 1965 , when the 
anemometer needle stayed at 140 km/h 
for hours. The airport manager confi ned 
everyone to barracks except radio 
operators, Met. Techs and essential 
maintenance men. When visibility hit 
zero, a lifeline was strung between the 
barracks and the operatio~; building." 
Snowfall in Resolute is light compared 
to Southern Canada, but high winds 
drive snow crystals against buildings 
which can easily be buried in concrete
like snowdrifts. 

Programs required 
extra forecasters 
Be ides his forecasti ng duties, the OIC 
as isted by the U.S. Weather Bureau of
ficer, managed the upper air and urface 
observing programs and participated in 
special JAWS programs. Jack McCabe 
enjoyed taking weekly ea ice thickness 
measurements with the U.S. officer. He 
adds, "It was a five km trip to the beach 
and a one km walk on the ice even in the 
coldest weather (down to -50°C). We 
took as many Met. Techs as we could 
mu ter for the trip in the Bombardier to 
do the drilling." The sea ice was often 
two metres thick. The ozone program 
began in Resolute in 1958 and O!C's 
made ozone observations until upper air 
technician took over. 

Around 1957 , Meteorological Branch 
tarted an ice reconnaissance / forecast 

program. By the mid-sixties it was usual 
for four or five ice observer with a 
specially equipped chartered aircraft to 
come on station during August-Sep
tember. In the early years ice foreca ters 
such as Dick Hill , Art Cooper or Mike 
Burslem would do ice forecasting in the 
Resolute area. However, direct contact 
with ships wa limited so these 
assignments were soon discontinued . 



here were always dignitaries, cien
ll sts, government officials and "V IPS" 
visi ting Re5olute . The fir t women were 
two army nurse from Fort hurchill 
who vi\i ted ornwa llis I land in August 
1950 and were written up in the Mon
treal tar . That ame month saw the 
tragic death of U. . olonel Hubbard, 
in5tigator of the JAW stations, and the 
entire R AF crew in the crash of an 
R AF anca ter at Alert. Roy Wood
rew recall that, in 1960, Judge Jack 

is5on arrived from Yellowknife on ci r
cuit and a High ourt session was held 
in the schoolhouse. It was a colorful 
ceremony becau e the magistrate wore 
hi robe , the R MP con table his 
carlet uniform and flags were dis-

played. Frequently the OIC was able to 
join vi itors on flights to the JAWS, and 
expedition base ; and occasionally he 
cou ld board a flight to Thule, Greenland 
for a brief vi it to the weather station 
and the Dani h aeradio station there. 

01 did not have much time for 
lei ure and recreat ion. Nevertheless, 
they could go for long walks, curl, fish, 
read, play cards, photograph nature, do 
photo proces ing, spend time on ham 
radio, attempting to ski , tinkering with 
electronic equipment or doing handi
craft in the RCAF hobby shop. I myself 
dared become a member of the polar 
bear club by having a chilling dip in 
Re olute Bay. One feature of the early 
day was a mall outdoor sauna built by 
an ingeniou Finn using wooden packing 
ca e . The interior wa large enough to 
take three a Stu Dewar, Horace Wilson 
and Bill Markham di covered in April, 
1951. After a uitable time in the 'oven', 
one experienced the thrill of towel dry
ing outdoor at - 30°C in nothing but 
hoe , yet not feeling cold, (only realiz

ing one hair had frozen olid!). 

Change was inevitable 
Re olute i e entially a government 
omple . hange i normal. Mike Webb 
a : "The econd ignificant event in 

m tour wa the departure of the RCAF 
a u todian of the ba e and airport and 
hence the end of the RCAF tation. 
Their 60 men , ere plea ed to head south 
a Re olute became the re pon ibflity of 
the Dept. of Tran port before Chri tmas 
under an airp'ort manager , ith tation 
maintenance pro ided by commercial 

ntract. 11 R F fa ilities , ere turn-
ed ver to DOT. In retro pect Mike ay 

the most significant event was the dril
ling of a test oil well east of "South 
Camp". Although abandoned, it fore
told a new era for the Canadian Arctic. 

The period of I 960-1975 saw steady 
growth in exploration activities in the 
western Arctic Islands, so much so that a 
second forecaster was often sen t to assist 
the OIC in summer. In 1972, after 25 
years involvement in joint programs, 
U.S. personnel left Resolute. The Inuit 
were moved to a new settlement east of 
"South Camp" and there were plans for 
a large, modern complex to be built 
around the settlement. It was never com
pleted due to lack of funds. Resolute is 
almost certain to expand rapidly when 
year-round marine transportation be
comes a reality. 

When meteorologist Steve Ricketts 
left Resolute on September 26, 1981, he 
was replaced by a senior qualified 
Meteorological Technician, Cliff Han
nah. To mark this change in staffing 
level, a list of all meteorologists who 
served in Resolute as OICs, for re
supply, during the summer, or as ice 
forecasters, was prepared from records 
and personal contacts and accompanies 
this article. What drew these men to the 
Arctic? For some the job was challeng
ing and the pay great. For others it was 
the unique geography and climate. 
Eldon Oja says, "You have to live 
through the seasons - the light and the 
dark - and experience the flowers in Ju
ly and the blowing snow in winter. There 
is something to experience in the uncon
quered forces of nature." 

list of meteorologists who 
served as OICs at Resolute, 
N.W.T. 

Aug. '47-May '49, R.W. Rae; May 
'49-Apr. '51, S.W . Dewar; May 
'51-Feb. '52, H .W. Halburt; Feb. 
'52-Jul. '52, S.W. Dewar; May '52-Jul. 
'52, J .L. Lewis; Jul. '52-JJn. '53, M.G. 
Hagglund; Jul. '53-Mar. '54, C.G. 
Goodbrand; Apr. ' 54-Mar. ' 55, K.R. 
Hardy; Apr. '55-Nov. '57, R.W. 
Longley; Jul. ' 57-Sep. '57, S.W. Dewar; 
Nov. '57-Sep. '58, R.B. McDonald; 
Aug. '58-Sep. '60, R.J. Woodrow; Aug. 
'60-Sep. '61, J .H. McBride; Sep. 
'61-Feb. '62, B.A . Coulcher; Feb. 
'62-Mar. '63, D. W. Strang; Feb . 
'63-Jul. ' 63 , V .G. Beirnes; Aug. 
'63-Sep. '64, M.S. Webb; Sep. '64-Oct. 

'65, V.E. Stashko; Oct. ' 65-Oct. '66, 
H.J. McCabe; Oct. '66-Jul. '67, N .A. 
Mcfarlane; Aug. '67-Sep. '68, J.F. 
Stutchbury; Sep. '68-Nov. '69, W.H . 
McRuer; Oct. '69-Sep. '70, A. Pohl; 
Sep . '70-Jul. '71, C.A. Odegaard; Mar. 
'71-May '71, A.R. Fisher; Jul. '71-Sep. 
'71, L.D.F. Chu; Sep. '7 1-Aug. '72, 
C.A. Odegaard; Sep. '72-Oct. '72, H.J. 
McCabe; Oct. '72-Nov. '73, P.A. 
Lachapelle; Nov. '73-Oct. '74, R. 
Winterer; Oct. '74, T .J . Barluk; Nov. 
'74-Dec. '74, J. Tissot van Pa tot; Dec. 
'74-Aug. '75, G.D. Machnee; Sep. 
'75-Aug. '76, R.J. Woodrew; Sep. 
'76-Oct. -76, M. Shewel; Oct. '76-Sep. 
'77, R.D. Holham; Sep. '77-Feb. '78, 
M. Shewel; Feb. '78-Aug. '79, G.W. 
Hykawy; Aug. '79, E.D. Hoeppner; 
Aug. '79-Sep. '79, E.D. Holdham; Sep. 
'79-Aug. '80, E.J. Oja; Feb. '80-Mar. 
'80, C.E. Spelchak; Jul. '80-Aug. '80, 
D.J. Bauer; Sep. '80-Sep. '8 1, S.C. 
Ricketts . 

Served as specialist 
meteorologists 
(at RCAF base during spring re-supply, 
as ice forecaster during the shipping 
season, as assistant forecasters during 
the summer or fall or spring re-supply, 
or as Christmas leave replacement - all 
between May '49 - Aug. '78): 

W.E. Markham, H. Wilson, F.E. Bur
bridge, D. Storr, D.L. Holyoke, M. 
Burslem, M.N. Parker, A.B. Cooper, 
R.H. Hill, S.M. Checkwitch, G.R. 
Schram, F.R. Bowkett, K.W. Daly, 
C.D. Machnee, W.H. McRuer, R.L. 
Raddatz, R.J. Lee, T.J. Barluk, E.T. 
Hudson,-T.F. Mullane, G.W. Hykawy, 
P. Scholefield. 

Mr. McBride is Arctic coordinator, AES 
Downsview and from August 1960 to 
September 1961 was O1C at Resolute. 
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