
B.C. s Lower Mainland Weather Office 
has Larger Role, New Premises 

The Vancouver Weather Office, formerly 
located al the international airport, moved into 
town last summer and Is occupying space on 
the same floor of the building that houses the 
Pacific Weather Centre. With improved facili
ti es, the W04 has now been renamed the Lower 
Mainland Weather Office (LMWO) 

The new name signifies that the Weather 
Office services a far greater area than Greater 
Vancouver. In fact its coverage area extends 
from Whistler Mountain in the North to the U.S. 
border in the south and from the coastline in the 
west to Hope in the east. Thanks to the use now 
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Will Hayward, superintendent of sta
tions, AES Pacific Region (right) and 
shift supervisor Robert Rowson, exam
ine the Video Network in the new, 
high-tech, Lower Mainland Weather 
Office. Among other things the equip
ment displays satellite imagery, sup
plies current weather forecasts and 
locates lightning strikes. 

made of state-of-the-art weather radar, lightn
ing detection equipment and weather satellite 
"loops", LMWO can carry out such tasks as 
issue weather reports to ski enthusiasts, give 
out farm weather bulletins, report on probable 
highway conditions in snow-prone areas, and 
monitor lightning strikes for the forestry 
industry. 

Comments Will Hayward, the former 
officer-in-charge of LMWO, "Our new facilities 

enable us to tailor our weather product to a wide 
variety of publics. We can achieve considerably 
more than we did over at the airport. For 
example we now have ample studio space 
available for our radio broadcasts. We can also 
update cable TV weather forecasts and provide 
special services to four local radio stations, 
including KLYN in Washington State, frequently 
listened to by Canadian farmers". 

The move has brought a number of 
in-service advantages to the W04. These 
include more rational use of space. (They no 
longer have to share a room with Trans port 
Canada); they have more windows for viewing 
the weather directly; LMWO staff are now able 
to deal directly with meteorolog ists at the 
Weather Centre, thus speeding up vital 
consultations, especially during severe weather 
and, finally, duty staff can now use the Weather 
Centre's library and cafeteria. 

During the busiest periods (in the 
daytime), the LMWO has three people on duty, 
including the shift supervisor, a weather servi ce 
specialist and a media briefer. According to Will 
Hayward, the move affords some overall 
savings in person years. 

All in all, the move seems to have pleased 
almost everyone. Arrival of the LMWO has not 
cramped the operations of the Pacific Weather 
Centre and, equally important, LMWO person
nel no longer regard themselves as "the 
forgotten people". 

Ian Hamilton, shift supervisor, Canad
ian Forces Forecast Centre, Trenton, 
receives a 25-year Public Service 
Award from Col. C. G. Diamond base 
commander, during a recent ceremony. 

QUIZ ANSWERS 
1. AES replaced the old Meteorological Branch 

of the Department, of Transport (later 
known as the Canadian Meteorological 
Service) when Environment Canada was 
created in 1971 . 

2. 14 
3. Reg Noble, ADM from 1971 to 1977. 
4. April 3, 1975. 
5. Iqaluit (formerly Frobisher Bay) is not a High 

Arctic Weather Station. The two other HAWS 
stations are Resolute and Alert. 

6. 2; Prime minister Brian Mulroney and 
Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland, prime minis
ter of Norway. 

7. 64 
8. AES Pacific Region (the other regions will 

have test bed stations) 

9. 31 million. 

10. C.A.R.E., located at Egbert, Ontario, stands 
for Centre for Atmospheric Research 
Experiments. 

11 . 1578. From the journal of Martin Frobisher 
(July 26), complaining about an unseas
onable summer of snow and bitter co ld. 

12. 620 

13. Canada became a founding member of 
WMO on July 20, 1950. However, it had 
first participated in an international meteor
ological congress in Paris in 1896. 

14. $5,000 (It was worth considerably more in 
those days). 

15. 300 km. We are referring to Canadian 
astronaut Marc Garneau's taking the 
Sunphotometer aboard the U.S. Space 
Shuttle Challenger in 1984. 
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