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Achievements, graduations saluted 
The lifeblood flowed more quickly 
through the veins of AES during the past 
two months as Awards of Merit, AES 
Achievement Awards, Public Service 
Awards and other tokens of recognition 
of outstanding service by AES employ
ees were handed out both nationally and 
regionally. Equally important, 15 newly
trained meteorologists were handed 
graduation certificates by ADMA Howard 

Ferguson at an impressive ceremony in 
the AES Downsview auditorium after 
completion of the rigorous seven-month 
MOC 8 training course leading to opera
tional careers in weather offices around 
the country. This issue of Zephyr high
lights some of the major achievements of 
AES employees, both novices and vet-
erans. 

Lett to right: Roger VanCauwenberghe, AOMA Howard Ferguson, Jacquie Black
burn, David Phillips. 

A Public Service Merit Award and two 
AES Achievement Awards were handed 
out by ADMA Howard Ferguson at a re
cent ceremony held in the auditorium of 
the AES Downsview Headquarters. 

The recipients were David Phillips, 
who received his Merit Award for his "sig
nificant contribution to the public image 
of the Department for his original con
cept, design and production of the 1985, 
1986 and 1987 Canadian Weather Trivia 
Calendar." 

Mr. Ferguson added that many con
gratulations have been received con
cerning the calendar, not only in Canada 
but from foreign countries as well. He 
concluded that so far these calendars 
had generated a substantial amount in 
revenue for the Federal Government. A 
cheque 1n the amount of $1 ,500 came 
with the award. 

The two recipients of the AES 
Achievement Awards were Jacquie 
Blackburn and Roger VanCauwen
berghe. 

Ms. Blackburn joined the former Me
teorological Service in 1955, first as a 
punch card operator, then a data opera
tor and programmer. Since the late '?O's 
she had been responsible for the man
agement of climate data archives. 

Mr. Ferguson added that under her 
direction the climate data system had 
continued to provide excellent service 
and that she had been responsible for 
overseeing the development of well over 
100 utility programs that derive informa
tion from the archives. 

Mr. VanCauwenberghe was com
mended by ADMA for "innovative mete
orological sensor and data system 
developments over the past 15 years and 
his technical leadership in projects rang
ing from the IFYGL Lake Tower data sys
tems to the READAC automatic weather 
station system." Mr. Ferguson added that 
Roger had pioneered the application of 
modular design concepts, the use of so
lar power generation , and the use of 
heating systems to keep arctic chill from 
weather stations. 

MOC Graduates 
have a "rosy 
future" 
A ddressing an audience of Meteorolo
gist Operational Course (MOC 8) gradu
ates, instructors , weather service 
personnel , parents and colleagues in the 
AES Downsview Auditorium, ADMA Ho
ward Ferguson said that human re
sources at AES were one constant factor 
in a world of rapid technological change. 

Mr. Ferguson estimated that there 
would be at least as many technical inno
vations in the weather service during the 
next decade as there had to be over the 
past 10 years. Despite a trend to greater 
automation within the service. Mr. Fergu
son predicted that meteorologists would 
have greater opportunities to deal with 
people as professional advisors in the 
future. They will also be encouraged to 
broaden their interests into such fields as 
air quality and climate change, (requiring 
a knowledge of chemistry) and respond
ing to environmental emergencies. 

Describing the future of young mete
orologists as "rosy" . ADMA told the MOC 
graduates that developing their expertise 
in operational meteorology was a chal
lenge and would form a sound basis for 
their future careers in atmospheric sci
ences. 

Referring to his own career. Mr. 
Ferguson said that he too had started as 
a duty forecaster and had never antici
pated that over the years that he would 
get inio so many different facets of mete
orology. 
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Awards continued 

Other speakers at the ceremony in
cluded Jim Alexander, chief of the Profes
sional Training Division , Anne O'Toole, 
head, Professional Training Section and 
Tom Robinson (on behalf of the gradu
ates). 

Following Mr. Ferguson's presenta
tion of certificates to each graduate Anne 
O'Toole presented the James Percy 
Award to Peter Schwarzhoff for outstand
ing work in synoptic meteorology. 

The MOC 8 graduates (place of recruitment in parenthesis) are seen left to right, front row: Peter 
Schwarzhoff (Edmonton, Alberta), Kelly Lawrence (Halifax, Nova Scotia), Tom Robinson (Hamil
ton, Ontario), Joanne Pottier (Montreal, Quebec), Randy Cripps (Edmonton), Alister ling (Lon
don, Ontario), Beverly Trefan (Edmonton), Carmen Old (Edmonton, Alberta); back row: Mark Pilon 
(Hamilton), Edmond Chan (Vancouver, British Columbia), Randy Petersen (Victoria, British 
Columbia), Karl Pavasars (Toronto, Ontario), Keith Ayotte (Vancouver), Nils Ek (Edmonton), 
Kathleen Lawrynuik (London, Ontario). 

Three Castlegar (8. C.) weather office techni
cians (left to right) Jim Fishwick, Tom 
Willson, officer-in-charge, and Jim Richards 
were recently presented with Achievement 
Awards in recognition of their outstanding 
performance during the extreme forest fire 
hazard in July 1985. The awards, presented 
by AES Pacific Region, are the first to a 
weather office in Canada for this kind of 
work. 

May 22, 1980: A fine grey residue alleged to be 
volcanic ash from Mount St. Helens was 
scavenged out in widespread thunderstorms 
across the Atlantic Region. The same storms 
produced pea-size hail and lightning In Prince 
Edward Island. 

May 21. 1953: Tornadoes crossed Lambton and 
Middlesex Counties in southwestern Ontario, 
resulting in 5 deaths and 41 iniunes; property 
losses totalled $8 M in Sarnia as 12 blocks of the 
business district were levelled. Soldiers were 
called in and the riot act was read 

May 28, 1934: The Dionne Quintuplets were born 
at Callandar Ont. On this memorable day, the 
afternoon temperature reached 21°, winds were 
strong from the West at 46 km/h and it was 
cloudy, light rain fell at night. 

May 27, 1967: A 60-hr deluge from the 25th to the 
28th left portions of Nova Scotia with more than 
75 mm of rain, Sydney had 151 mm. 

May 29, 1914: CP liner Empress of Ireland 
collided with the Storstad and sank in 15 minutes 
in the St. Lawrence River 300 km seaward from 
Quebec City with the loss of 1024 passengers. 
There were reports of shallow river fog , however 
the weather at Anticosta and Quebec was clear 
with light NE winds. 

Scientific Advisor 
receives Chernobyl 
award 
Richard Gilbert, at that time chief meteo
rologist with Quebec Region Scientific 
Services Section , has been awarded a 
Certificate of Merit for his outstanding 
work during last year's Chernobyl radia
tion crisis. Formerly supervisor of the Ca
nadian Air and Precipitation Monitoring 
Network (CAPMoN) he advised AES Air 
Quality, the Canadian Meteorological 
Centre and the director general of Atmo
spheric Research for the six weeks' 
emergency period. He also ran highly 
successful dispersion models and liaised 
with other government departments 
such as Health and Welfare Canada. 

Lazarus Akeeagok (left) is seen- receiving a 
day-time weather observer's certificate from 
Franfois Guay, DIC, lqualuit weather office. 
Lazarus hails from Grise Fjord and is en
rolled in meteorology, mathematics and 
physics courses organized by Quebec Re
gion under its Northern Careers Program. 
This fall Mr. Akeeagok will go to Cornwall to 
take the preliminary cour,se for future AES 
meteorological technicians. 




