
OIC's son thanks DND for saving his life 
n May 12, 1980 near-tragedy truck the 

lives f Barry Allis n, Officer-in-Charge of 
able I land Upper Air Station and his wife 

Jleather. Their eight-year-old son Todd 
had JU t been run over by a tractor and lay 
badly injured awaiting air evacuation to a 
hospital on the mainland. (Apart from gulls, 
ponies and five or six AES staff or contract 
people, the wind wept island off the coast of 
N va cotia is uninhabited and minus 
medical re ource ). 

n after the accident., radio contact 
had been made with AES Regional Office 
in Bedford, N.S. and arrangements made 
for Search and Rescue to pick the boy up, 
but bad weather forced the rescuers to tum 
back. Seven long hours later Aimed Forces 
Ba e, Shearwater ent out two Sea King 
helicopters, one of which was again pre­
vented from reaching Sable Island due to 
thick fog. The other, after circling around in 
the gloom, managed to lower the base 
urgeon and a medic by cable and reach the 

injured child. 
By now little Todd, in great pain and 

deprived of medication, had been strapped 
to a cabinet door to rest his injured back and 
br ken collar bone. AES staff had managed 
l keep the boy arou ed and stop him going 
int shock by talking to him, and in the case 
f Rick Wadman (of Torbay, Nfld. ) by 

playing lo him on hi guitar. 
Meanwhile the la t chopper had managed 
penetrate the fog and make a landing. 

T dd was evacuated first to Shearwater 

Michael Connelly 
wins Suggestion 
Award 

a result of making a suggestion about 
converting data from a MARS I automatic 
weather station to metric standards, Mich­
ael Connelly, now with the Aerospace 
Meteorology Di ision. has been awarded 

620 under the Public Service of Canada's 
Suggestion Award Program and has re­
cei ed a congratulatory letter signed by 
deputy minister Blair Seaborn. 

lr. onnelly made his sugge tion in 
197 while , ith the then Instruments 
Branch and upon learning that AES did 
not ha e ufficient time to implement the 
project. carried out the con ersion in his 
pare time. The alue of the work was 

estimated to be around $7,000. 

Young Todd looks on as his Ja1her Barry Allison OIC, Sable Island (N S.) shakes hands wilh 
Sheanva1er Base Commander Col. Jan Pa1rick. Also seen are Gordon L eblanc, AES superin-
1enden1 of Sta/ion Opera/ions, Atlan1ic R egion (left) and Cap!. Penny King (DND). • 

then to the Halifax IWK Children' s Hos­
pital. 

A year later, completely recovered 
from his injuries, Todd was able to say an 
official thank you to his rescuers at Shear­
water Base. At a special ceremony, he 
presented inscribed plaques to officers of 
423 and 443 Squadrons and especially to 
Major Costello the base surgeon, who 
made the daring cable descent. Todd was 

,\fichael Connel~l' (riolu) receives a Suggesrion 
A.ll'ard Cer1ijica1e f rom Dr. Jan Rwherford. 

in tum made an honorary member of 443 
Squadron. Also taking part in the cere­
mony were base commander Col. Ian E . 
Patrick, Gordon LeBlanc, regional super­
intendent., Station Operations, AES At­
lantic Region and Todd's parents. 

At last report Todd was sti ll on Sable 
Island, taking a correspondence course 
under the supervision of his mother in lieu 
of school attendance. 

At a ceremony held at AES Downsview 
in January, Dr. Ian Rutherford, director 
Meteorological Services Research Branch 
presented Mr. Connelly with a Suggestion 
A ward Certificate. 

Frank Williams 
retires 
Friends and associates gathered at AES 
Pacific Region office in January to say 
fareweLI to Frank Williams, recently re­
tired after serving 31 years as meteorolo­
gist. His career included postings to Fro­
bisher, Goose Bay, Halifax, Toronto, 
Winnipeg and Vancouver. He also served 
fi e years as a meteorological officer with 
the navy. An accomplished sailor and 
fisherman, Mr. Williams received a gim­
bal-mounted ship's mercury barometer as 
a retirement gift 
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