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York University congratulated on new chair 
A t a well-attended ceremony held at York 
University on February 5, Environment Minister 
Tom McMillan sent a good will message on the 
occasion of the announcement of the new 
NSERC/AES Research Chair in Atmospheric 
Chemistry. 

The message was read as part of a speech by 
ADMA Howard Ferguson chief AES representative 
at the gathering. 

Relaying the minister's words, Mr. Ferguson 
said that ways in which top scientists could assess 
the threats to our fragile environment included 
holding major meetings like the Conference on the 
Changing Atmosphere, due to be held in Toronto 
June 27-30 and establishing research facilities at 
Canadian universities where scientists can study 
environmental issues away from the glare of 
publicity. "The more world-class research we are 
able to perform in atmospheric chemistry, the 

Left to right: ADMA, Howard Fergu
son, Dr. Hironi Nicki chairholder 
and Dr. A. W. May, president of 
NSERC. 

better equipped we will be to protect our life
sustaining atmosphere", concluded the ministe
rial message. 

Clock in DG's office dates back to Napoleon 
W hen visitors drop in at the office of the director 
general of Central Services in Downsview, they 
often ask Gord Shimizu about the elegant old clock 
standing in the corner. 

He is proud to explain that it is a regulator 
clock made in France around 1800 and one of the 
very few of its type to find their way to North 
America. In fact it has an interesting history ... 

The first clock of this type (with glass door 
and long wooden case) was designed and built by 
Jean Antoine Lepine, clockmaker to French King 
Louis XVI. Cal cu lat ions and assembly began 
around 1785. 

Lepine came to Paris from Switzerland at the 
age of 24 and became a friend of Voltaire. He soon 
learned that it could take up to 20 years to calculate 
the movements for a really complicated 
astronomical clock and another 12 years to 
construct it. The best clockmakers in France were 
given lodgings in the Louvre by the King and were 
treated as artists. They dined in the Palace with the 
Gentlemen of the Chamber and had rights of entry 
to the King's presence. 

By the end of Louis XVl 's reign and during 
the First Empire some very fine ·regulators ' were 
made - and this includes the one in Mr. Shimizu's 
office. 

In general , French clockmakers did not adopt 
the recoil anchor or dead beat escapement method, 
universal in England. Instead they used various 
forms of pin wheel escapement introduced by 
another clockmaker called Aman! who worked in 
Paris between 1730 and 17 49. The AES regulator 
has this pin wheel escapement as well as a 
temperature-compensated pendulum. This latter is 
a device that dates back lo early 18th century 
England and consists of nine iron and brass rods 
with different coefficients of thermal expansion to 
allow for temperature variation. 

The AES regulator clock was completely 
re-serviced a couple of years ago by myself and 
other AES technicians. 

In the days when the Meteorological Service 
was located on Bloor Street West, Toronto, near the 
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University, it was used as the official time-piece of 
Canada's Weather Service. As one of the earliest 
pieces of equipment it was in use during the entire 
period at the building, from 1907 to 1971 . During 
most of those years the Dominion observatory in 
Ottawa sent time signals via telegraph wire to the 
Toronto headquarters and our regulator clock was 
compared with it. 

The AES regulator is one of the finest 
examples of the clockmaker's art and it still keeps 
correct time to within a couple of seconds every 
day. 

Mr. Skala is a recently retired calibration 
technician with Central Services in Downsview. 

The old French clock is so accurate, 
Central Services Directorate em
ployee Bill Kiely (Audio Visual coor
dinator) is able to set his watch by it. 

Adding to the Minister's thoughts, Mr. 
Ferguson said that AES was part icularly pleased 
that a scientist of the calibre of Dr. Hironi Niki had 
accepted the Research Chair. "The creation of the 
Chair at York is an excellent beginning", continued 
Mr. Ferguson. "AES has been pleased to 
cooperate with the National Science and 
Engineering Research Council and to recognize 
York's existing expertise and potential. I would 
emphasize that AES's financial commitment of half 
a million dollars over five years is provided from 
reallocation of existing budget resources. In these 
days of federal belt-tightening, we believe the AES 
financial commitment to York and other Canadian 
Universities is significant." 

The Minister's message was addressed to 
Mr. R. Bruce Bryden, Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of York University, who acted as master 
of ceremonies during the Chair announcement. 

June 23 , 1980 A tornado and hailstorm near 
Yorkton caused $1 B M in property losses in
cluding the skating rink at Francis, Sask. 

June 17 , 1946 A tornado skirted along the 
southern edge of Windsor and moved out over 
Lake St. Clair; 16 killed, hundreds injured; damage 
was estimated at $1 .5 M. 
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