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Thank you letter, CCC display highlight AES role 
in Ocean Ranger tragedy 

Val Swail of AES Hydrometeorology points 
to trouble spot on Atlantic Weather Centre 
map forming part of his Ocean Ranger wall 
display. 

AES staff across Canada will not easily 
forget Valentine 's Day 1982. On that 
wintry Sunday a fierce storm raged off 
Newfoundland in the oil-rich offshore 
area called Hibernia. Winds were so 
strong and waves so high that a rescue 
operation was impossible, when the Ocean 
Ranger, the world's biggest exploratory 
oil rig toppled into the Atlantic with the 
loss of all 84 aboard. 

The causes of the disaster are extremely 
complex, but as far as the Weather Service 
goes , a picture is beginning to emerge of a 
job well-done despite the doomsday 
scenario. 

A month after the tragedy, ADM Jim 
Bruce received a letter from Maurice 
Taschereau, administrator of Canada Oil 
and Gas Lands (COGLA). Department 
of Energy, Mines and Resources, praising 
AES for its support and cooperation. 

He said that forecasts sent to COG LA 
by the Newfoundland Weather Office 
enabled the two other Hibernia rigs, Sedco 
706 and Zapata Ugland to be towed to 
Marystown, Nfld. for inspection. He also 
thanked Ice Central , AES Atlantic 
Weather Centre and Atlantic Region 
Scientific Services for providing meteo
rological data and forecasts of the storm 
itself. He described the overall relation
ship between AES and COG LA as " plea
sant and productive." 

Before that, Val Swail of the Canadian 
Climate Centre 's Hydrometeorology sec
tion had deemed the lessons of the Ocean 
Ranger disaster to be so important, he 
began to assemble a wall display on the 
catastrophe only 36 hours after it hap
pened. The centrepiece is a large surface 
analysis map issued by Atlantic Weather 
CentreforFebruary 15, 1982andshowing 
an enormous low just a few kilometres 
NW of the Ocean Ranger site. Right 
beside it is the Newfoundland marine 
weather forecast for February 14 pre
dicting gales of up to 70 knots , fog, 
freezing spray and temperatures down to 
minus 5C. The weather observation logs of 
the three rigs are also shown on the board. 
The one for the Ocean Ranger records 
winds up to 67 knots, waves up to 10 
metres and visibility of roughly one kilo
metre. Spreading his material across two 
boards, Mr. Swail displayed other re
vealing items like a satellite picture for the 
morning of the sinking, wind-wave analysis 
charts and, to add a popular touch, some 
sensational newspaper headlines. 

Looking at the wall data, it is clear that 
the worst weather and oceanographic 
conditions occurred near the Ocean Ranger 

with some waves reaching a maximum of 
20 metres. 

Another part of the display gives general 
information on the different kinds of oil 
rigs, operational and experimental. Mr. 
Swail says that the Canadian Climate 
Centre is called upon by the manufacturers 
of some drilling platforms to provide 
essential meteorological and oceano
graphic data . For example they calculate 
maximum wave heights occurring at a 
particular site once every 100 years. In 
the case of the Ocean Ranger the figure 
was 35 metres, a height not reached in 
February's storm. , 

Commenting on the display, Mr. Swail 
said it was important to exhibit material 
on the disaster at the earliest possible 
moment. This was because there was 
intense curiosity about meteorological 
aspects of the tragedy among AES per
sonnel, petroleum industry employees and 
the general public. " Obviously AES is 
playing a vital role in the development of 
Canada's offshore resources . .. in good 
times and bad," he added. 

The display was scheduled to remain at 
the CCC until early summer. 

Central Region Seminar 
fosters human contact 
The fourth Central Region Supervisor' s 
Seminar was recently held in Winnipeg. 
Twenty-four supervisors and potential 
supervisors ranging from an MT-5 to an 
EG-2 and travelling from as far afield as 
Alert, N .W .T. to Estevan, Saskatchewan 
gathered for the occasion. 

The seminar was arranged to provide a 
forum for the exchange of information. A 
total of thirty-five differe nt speakers 
addressed the group on a large variety of 
topics, including future development of 
AES, Weather Office operations, staffing, 
staff relations, pay and benefits and human 
behaviour to name only a few. In any form 
of communication success is dependent 
upon feedback, and this, from the field 
level, was certainly provided by the partic
ipants, especially on day two which was 

devoted to a dialogue between the Prairie 
Weather Centre and WO3's and W04' s. 

Most importantly the seminar provided 
an opportunity for field personnel to es
tablish human contact with the individual 
on the other end of the telephone line or 
teletype. In a Region which occupies 
millions of square kilometres, meaningful 
personal contact is difficult if not im
possible to maintain. The value of this 
personal contact, however, is undisputed. 

The comments of one participant 
summed up the purpose and overall reac
tion to the seminar: " It seems that our 
Department is like a good wine, the older 
we get the better we are. The complete 
seminar was excellent I know that this 
seminar will help me run a better station." 
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