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Bullet-holed buoy 
hits Thursday 
Island 

..... 

A recovered Hermes buoy is displayed in rhe 
lobby of 1he AES building, Downsview. 

An AES Hermes buoy, deployed fo ur 
years ago in the South Pacific under the 
First GARP Global Experiment (FGGE) 
was recovered this fa ll in bullet-riddled 
condition by Australian weather of­
ficials after it was washed ashore on 
Thursday Island off north east 
Australia . 

On hearing of the find, AES officials 
in Downsview, Ont. requested that the 
buoy's equipment : transmitter, antenna 
and pressure sensor be returned to 
Toronto for possib le reassembly into 
another buoy. 

The buoy, deployed by a container 
ship in December 1978 as part of 
FGGE's "Global Atmospheric Research 
Project" had a weather observing life of 
316 days. Then from October 1979 until 
its recovery, it just drifted aimlessly in 
the Pacific . 

Australian weather officials reported 
that the buoy was in good condition 
"apart from some bullet holes below the 
waterline.'' 

Canadian officia ls speculated that the 
buoy might have been used for target 
practice by local sharpshooters who 
possibly mistook it for a wartime mine. 

Dr. John Garrett of the Institute of 
Ocean Sciences, Victoria, B.C., says 
that recovery of FGGE buoys in 
Australasian and Ind ian Ocean waters 
was not all that uncommon . (Canada 
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a lone had deployed 69 of them) . How­
ever, he added that this was probably the 
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first time a buoy's equipment had been 
shipped all the way back to Canada. 

AES begins four-a-day forecasts 
Starting November I , AES increased the 
freque ncy of the regular public weather 
forecasts from three to four times daily. 
The additiona l forecast i being issued in 
the evening and includes updated weath­
er information for that night and the 
next day, with an outlook for the follow­
ing day. 

DOE implemented this increased ser­
vice in response to a request from the 
broadcasters for a scheduled update of 
weather information in time for la te 
evening radio and television news broad­
casts. 

That request, and one for the prob­
ability of precipitation forecasts, im­
plemented in July, were among 13 rec­
ommendations made in March 1982 by a 

task force on weather services to the 
broadcast media . The task force includ­
ed representatives of DOE' weather ser­
vice and of the Radio & Television News 
Director 's Association . 

DOE will continue to issue forecasts 
in the early morning, the forenoon and 
the afternoon . The morning and fore­
noon forecasts give weather in formation 
for that day, tha t night and the follow­
ing day. The afternoon foreca t covers 
that night and the next day and includes 
an outlook for the following day. 

The increased service reflect DOE's 
commitment to improve the quality and 
dissemination of weather information 
for all Canadians . 
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