
The second phase of the discussion related the observed ecosystems to the 
climatic characteristics of their respective regions. Thermal parameters, the 
mean summer position of the Arctic front, and the available and absorbed 
radiation entered into the analysis. It was stressed by Dr. Hare that the climate 
and the ecosystems were not simply cause and effect, but rather were intimately 
related. This is so because the differing albedo and energy absorbing properties 
of the ecosystems alter the atmosphere above them. 

A final segment of the discussion centred around a look into the past, some 
five to eight thousand years. At that time the tree line was displaced to the north 
of its current position in the Mackenzie delta. Both fossilized tree stumps and 
pollen recovered from old lake bottoms have verified this fact. It was suggested 
that a relatively minor increase in the amplitude of the long-wave pattern could 
have been sufficient to produce the observed effect. In fact it is likely that such 
minor changes are still going on. Northern Canada is, indeed, only marginally 
removed from the previous ice age. 

SOMAS Meeting 25 February 1971 

The 22nd meeting of the NRC Subcommittee on Meteorology and Atmospheric 
Science was held in Ottawa on February 25, 1971. 

SOMAS was pleased to note the appearance of a bill (S-l1) in the Senate of 
Canada which provides for the obtaining of information concerning weather 
modification legislation. However, the committee took exception to certain 
sections of the bill which permitted the suppression of such information; and 
recommended changes in the bill to ensure complete disclosure of such in
formation. 

The committee received a report from Dr. Andre Robert to the effect that 
the booklet concerning Canadian GARP activities was in the hands of the printer 
and wonld be available shortly. The cost of this publication was underwritten 
by the National Research Council. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Symposium - A History of Meteorological Challenges 

The Atmospheric Environment Service (of Canada), previously known as the 
Canadian Meteorological Service, has built a new Headquarters Building in 
Toronto and is holding the official opening ceremonies on October 29, 1971. 
To further celebrate this event a Symposium, entitled 'A History of Meteorolo
gical Challenges' will be held on October 26th-28th. The concept of the Sym
posium is that it will review the problems which faced meteorologists over the 
past century, explain the stimnli to progress presented by these problems and 
point to the challenges of the future. This theme is appropriate since 1971 also 
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marks the Centennial of the Canadian Meteorological Service. Attendance at 
the Symposium will be by invitation only. 

A number of leading scientists have agreed to review the various facets of 
the science and practice of meteorology as detailed in the program listed below. 

Speaker Topic 

Tuesday morning, October 26 
P.D. MCTaggart-Cowan 

(Canada) 

J. Smagorinsky 
(United States) 

Tuesday afternoon, October 26 
F . Moller 

(Germany) 

B.J. Mason 
(United Kingdom) 

Wednesday morning, October 27 
R.J. Murgatroyd 

(United Kingdom) 

B.R. Bolin 
(Sweden) 

Wednesday afternoon, October 27 
R.W. Stewart 

(Canada) 

V. Suomi 
(United States) 

Thursday morning, October 28 
G.P. Cressman 

(United States) 

T. Fujita 
(United States) 

Thursday afternoon, October 28 
R.E.Munn 

(Canada) 

R.M. White 
(United States) 

- The First Century of the Canadian 
Meteorological Service 

- General Circulation of the 
Atmosphere 

- Radiation in the Atmosphere 

- Physics of Cloud and Precipitation 

- Upper Atmosphere Meteorology 

- Atmospheric Chemistry and 
Environmental Pollution 

- Atmospheric Boundary Layer 

- Acquisition of Meteorological Data 

- Dynamic Weather Prediction 

- Small-Scale Motions and Their 
Prediction 

- Applied Meteorology and 
Environmental Utilization 

- Organization to Meet Challenges 

These papers will be published in a hard-cover prestige publication which is 
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expected to become an important source and reference book for several years 
to come. Anyone interested in the purchase of this publication can write to: 

Atmospheric Environment Service, 
4905 Dufferin Street, 
Downsview, Ontario, 
Canada. 
Attn.: Symposium Committee 

A number of other associated activities are planned including the 6th Session 
of the Joint Organizing Co=ittee of the Global Atmospheric Research Pro
gra=e. It is expected that the Symposium and the other events will constitute 
a memorable occasion in Canadian and international meteorology. 

International Symposium on Mathematical Modelling Techniques 
in Water Resources Systems 

Arrangements are being made to hold an International Symposium on Mathe
matical Modelling Techniques in Water Resources Systems in Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada, May 9- 12, 1972. The Symposium will bring together, probably for 
the first time ever, international experts from all disciplines involved with the 
development and application of mathematical modelling techniques to the 
planning, operation and management of water resources systems. 

Approximately 70 per cent of the papers, including several on the state-of
the-art, will be by invitation only; the rest will be selected from unsolicited 
papers. The format of the Symposium is flexible enough to consider any paper 
on modelling that has some bearing on water resources. However, some of the 
suggested fields of modelling are as follows: 

Economic and Social Hydraulic 
Ecologic Hydrologic 
Water Quality Political 
Estuarine Institutional 

In order to make the Symposium meaningful, the number of participants will 
be strictly limited. Hence, participation to the Symposium will be by invitation 
only. 

Further details for presenting papers and/or participating in the Symposium 
can be obtained from: 
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Dr. Asit K. Biswas, Chairman 
Organizing Committee 
International Symposium on Mathematical Modelling Techniques 

in Water Resources Systems 
Water and Renewable Resources Sector 
Department of Fisheries and Forestry 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 
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