IN MEMORIAM
Byron Walter Boville3

Until his death, he was enjoying his retirement at Lake
Simcoe with his second wife Flora. A Memorial service was
held at the United Church in Orillia, Ontario.

1921 ·2001
Barney Boville passed away Friday aftemoon, June 1,
around 5:30 hrs lying in full view of his beloved Lake
Simcoe with all of his family present. He was in his
eighty-first year.

Tributes from CMOS Members
From Peter Scholefield

Bamey was one of the "metmen" recruited during the War
and trained in meteorology in a crash course to forecast
weather for cargo planes flying out of Gander to the
European front lines.

I was surprised to hear about Barney Boville. I remember
him best as the first director of the newly established
Canadian Climate Centre (CCC) in 1978 where I was
fort~nate to be appointed the head of the Climate Program
Office and subsequently worked closely with Barney in
establishing and implementing the CCC and the Canadian
Climate Program. I had the highest admiration for him as
an academic and a leader as well as a caring and nurturing
person. We got along extremely well together both in the
office and outside as we were both keen tennis players.

After the wa~, he completed his doctorate and eventually
became Chair of Meteorology at McGill. He then became
Director of Research at AES (now once again MSC) and
served as a consultant with the WMO in Geneva where he
started the Wor1d Climate Programme. He was recruited by
York University to help set up the Atmospheric Science
stream and later he served as Chair of the Department of
Earth and Atmospheric Science. During his tenure as
Chair, Gary Klassen and Mary Ann Jenkins were appointed
and Peter Taylor was hired as his successor as Chair. It is
worth mentioning that Bamey's Ph.D students include such
luminaries of canadian meteorology as Andre Robert, Phil
Merilees, David Davies, Richard Asselin Ian Rutherford
Mike Kwizak and many more. For many y~ars Barney wa~
the organiser of the McGiII-Stanstead summer school
seminars in meteorology which brought many
intemationally-known experts to Canada and stimulated a
great many Canadian students. Barney started the
Canadian climate modelling effort in the '70s and founded
the group now known as CCCma. He was also the founder
of the Canadian Climate Centre, the Canadian Climate
Program Board, and as a result of all these activities he
was asked to go to Geneva to set up the World Climate
Program.

Shortly after he left AES for WMO in 1979, he arranged for
me to come to Geneva for two weeks in January 1980 to
prepare a report which led to the establishment of the
INFOCLIMA climate data referral system within the Word
Climate Programme. When I told him that I would like to
bring my wife Heather with me to Geneva, he kindly invited
us to stay with him and his wife, Grace, in a lovely old
home within walking distance of the WMO Secretariat. One
ev~ning, he invited Mike and Leslie Malone over for supper
which was the beginning of a long and close association
with the Malones who both eventually came back from
Downsview to work with me at the WMO Secretariat in the
summer of 1999.
In retrospect, that initial WMO experience laid the basis for
my carreer change from AES to WMO as Chief of the
World Climate Data and Monitoring Programme Division
from 1993 through to my recent retirement in December of
2000.

His scientific work on atmospheriC dynamics and the ozone
layer and climate led to his election as a Fellow of the
American Meteorological Society and the award of the
Patterson Medal of MSC and the Massey Medal of the
Royal Canadian Geographical Society. He was also
President of the Canadian Branch of the Royal
Meteorological Society from 1962 to 1964, CMOS being
formed much later in 1967.

I have much to be thankful for from my association with
Barney.

From Morley Thomas

Among hi~ th~ee children, Susan, Jo-Anne and Byron, two
followed him Into meteorology. His daughter Susan was an
in-line forecaster in Montreal before becoming a senior
planning officer at McGill and she later served as a
sessional lecturer in meteorology at York. His son Byron is
a senior research scientist at NCAR in Boulder, Colorado.

3
Contribution from several CMOS members
including Doug Smylie, Ian Rutherford and Bob Jones.

- 87-

Barney was on the short course after me, course NO.5 in
early 1942; very soon after he took the advanced course
and then spent his forecasting days in Newfoundland
forecasting for either the RCAF convoy patrols or Ferry
Command. I think he was one of the first meteorologists to
be posted to the new Central Analysis Office when it
started about 1950 in Ottawa. Then, and once again from
memory, I think he was one of the two, Dick Douglas was
the other, who were sent to McGill to get a PhD and to
instruct in the new department. A few years later they left
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