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Water temperature 160 mefres below
the surface in the Gulf of St. Lawrence
averaged 6°C in 2015, the warmest

in 104 years. Canada Department of
Fisheries and Oceans said the warmer
temperatures will ba a hoon for some
fish and marine species, and prove less
hospitable to those that favour colder
waters, like snow crab, hallbut, and
shrimp.

Heavy raing, miid temperatures and
medting snow swelled creeks in the
Sussex region of New Brunswick at an
alarming rate, Water from a flooding
Ward's Creek spread debris up Main
Street.

2

A massive snow avalanche in the
Copper Mountain range just southeast
of Terrace, BC, asphyxiated 2
snowmaobilers. Strong winds (80 km/h}
and whiteout conditions prevented
recovery until the next day. Using small
spruce trees for probes, 5 surviving
riders could only panetrate half the
depth where the victims were found.
Recent warm and wet weather and
strong south winds had overloaded
north-facing slopes.

3

Blackouts in Montréal and across 4
Québec impacted 150,000 households,

due to winds of up to 80 km/h combined
with an ice build-up on tree branches

and power lines. Freezing rain of 20

mm, on top of 30 cm of snow, left

Québecers digging and chipping away

for the better part of 3 days. Hospitals
experienced several ER visits for wrist

and ankle injuries due fo falls.

Snow, heavy rain and freezing rain
pounded BC’s South Coast. On the
Sea-to-Sky Highway, slick roads

and snow slowed traffic, while other
highways had fo be closed due to
avalanches and rock slides. Kelowna
was heaviest hit with 34 cm of snow ~
just shy of a 2-day record of 39 cm set
in December 1948. The weather was
wejcomed at local ski hills starved of
natural snow.

5

High winds whipped snow and made
driving treacherous across southern
Ontario, stranding motorists and
foreing cancellation of several hockey
and turling matches. Furnaces ran full
blast ali night but homes stayed cold.
Travellers abandoned their cars and
residents dependent on natural gas for
heating and cooking worried when gas
pressure fell, forcing a fuel shortage.

6

The flow of water over the American
Falls was completely cut off by an ice
bridge extending from the base of

the Horseshoe Falis to a point below
Rainbow Bridge. Electricity supplied to
21 factories, including war industries,
was cut by 35% as the Niagara River
was clogged with slush, preventing
water from reaching power plant intakes
to turn the generators at full capacity.

7

Six hours before rattiing began in Red
Bank, NB, the family’s mongrel dog
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8

The return of cold air marked by strong
winds gusting over 100 km/h caused

9

Police raided 2 home in Gatineau,
Qc, thinking the smefl and a lack

10

Strong winds and rain/snow
wreaked havoe in the Maritimes,

11

A father left Quesnsport, NS,
16 go 12 km across the Barens to

Which group accounts for most
of the victims from avaianches?

13

Freezing rain, storm-force winds, 1 4
heavy snow, and rapidly falling
temperatures walloped southemn

and central Ontario, The foul weather
caused 500 automonbile accidents.
Pioughs and sanders wers taken off
roads, Cold and snow seized up fuel
pumps at gas stations. Even the Metro
Zoo, which prides itself on being open
every day except Christmas, had to
close its doors.

Fluffy began stirring. Around 3 an, 2 brick walls in Montréal to collapse and of snow on the roof of the 150-year-old knocking out power to thousands and Cole Harbour, accompanied by his 3 1) park wardens
Fluffy became terrified and began triggered numerous power outages for dwelling indicated a marijuana grow-op. making & dangerous commute for children, A blizzard sprang up and he 2} snowmubilers
scratching ceaselessly at her masters’ thousands of Québecers. Strong winds The owner insisted a skunk had recently others. in Sydney, NS, wild winds tore left 2 children behind, protected by his 3} backcountry sklers
bedroom door. People from as far away also caused damaging storm surges moved into a nearby small building off the roof of a home bullt more than overcoat and some boughs. He went 4) mountaineers
as Dartmouth, NS, and the Gaspé, QC, in the Gaspé Region and along the St. and, indeed, the smell was a skunk. it 80 years ago. The building’s asphalt for assistance carrying the third child, 5} hunters
reported their dogs and cats going crazy Lawrence North Shore. The boardwalk had inhabited the small building about sheathing ripped off and became When help finally arrived, the 2 children
when the tremors started, but Fluffy in Percé was nearly ruined. 10 days earlier when the weather had entangled in power lines. The structure, were found frozen to death. Answer on inside back cover
seemed to have advance notice, warmed up. a ngighbourhood eyesore, was still

standing after the storm.
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At the end of a warm chinook in 1 5 The Moira River in Befieville, ON, 1 6 Snowstorms, high winds, and 1 7 Torrential rains and heavy snows 1 8 For 10 days, temperatures dipped 1 9 A dangerous mix of open water 20
southern Alberta, winds ushered rose nearly 2 m, flooding both cold gripped most of Ontario and taused flooding in BC's Lower Below -40°C in the Yukon; one and piles of frazil ice and smali

in an abrupt change of temperature from
6°C to -22°C. The strong wind gusts of
up to 86 km/h resulted in thausands of
dollars in property damages, including
huildings ripped apart and trucks biown
off highways.

sides of Front Street. The water

flowed through the front door of many
dwellings, forcing occupants to escape
10 the second storey. Waters flowed
under an ice wedge at the mouth of the
river, where, for want of a dredge, it was
firmly blocked by sawdust accumulating
in the harbour.

contributed to a plane crash near

Sault Ste. Marie. At Cardinal on the St.
Lawrence River, high winds broke the
3,600-tonne freighter Prindoc adrift
from its winter berth. It travelled 2 ¥
km before an engineer was able to drop
2 anchors, bringing it to a halt 5 km
upstream from the Seaway's Iroguois
Lock.

Mainland. In the Fraser Valley, wet
snow cut telephone services to 600
subscribers. In Victoria, heavy rain
floodled roads and basements and feft
30 ¢m of water across the parking lot at
the Victoria International Airport, Electric
power was out in Port Renfrew, and
Sidney streets were 60 cm under water.

morning it was -50°C. So intense

was the cold on the Dawson to
Whitehorse trail that stagecoach drivers
and horses bled profusely from the
nostrils. The weather turned bitterly
cold, and old-timers around Crooked
Creek, YT, saic the wind would “blow
the hair off a dog.”

1 ast Quarter

chunks of ice led to flooding ata
campground along the Gatineau River
in Gracefield, QC,100 km north of
Ottawa — more typical of spring than
winter, The current carried ice floes
downstream until they jammed and
formed an embankment holding back
the water. A dozen bulldings, mainly
cottages, flooded.

100 Years Ago 1317
The Edmonton Bulletin called it 2 1
a test of religious convictions:

whether to brave frostbite to attend
church or stay at home. To the credit of
Edmontonians, church attendance was
very good on the coldest moming of
the winter. The newspaper reported the
temperature as "33 less than nothing,”
along with an “icy edge to the breeze”
that penetrated any sort of protection.




100 Years Ago 1917

Heavy snow of 25 cm stopped 2 2
everything across Cape Breton

Isiand, NS. The daily express train took

2 days to get from Sydney to Glace Bay.

The tram line was tied up for 8 days.

Three snow ploughs, coupled together,
struggled up Commercial Street in Glace

Bay, leaving behind snow piled to the

10ps of store windows.

150 Years Ago 1867
Across PEI, snowbanks were so 2 3
tall that shapkeepers didn't open

their doors, and the few women who
ventured out got stuck in the snow

and needed help, Mall was interrupted
for a week. Dogs resembled moving
snowhballs — when a passerby poked
something dark sticking out of the
snow with his shillelagh, it growled.
Some citizens called for a tunnel to the
mainiand.

25 Years Ago 1992

A major storm brought snow, 2 4
rain, freezing rain, and winds

gusting in excess of 100 km/h to the
Maritimes. High winds tossed smalf
planes about and caused power outages
and transportation disruptions. Storm
damage included the collapse of a
5-storey apartment building under
construction in Dartmouth, NS, and
flonding from pack ice in the Antigonish
area.

50 Years Ago 1967

Ir all, about 4,000 residents of
the Red River Valley remained
without heat following a fiery, bellowing
natural gas explosion near Otterburne,
MB. It didn't help that treacherous
winter conditions had closed highways
south of Winnipeg. One resident used
an electric fireplace and two portable
space heaters to keep his home warm in
temperatures near -30°C.

25

25 Years Ago 1992
Iqaluit, NU, set a new record low 26
temperature of -44.8°C. Low

temperatures were accompanied by

brisk winds, causing a wind chill below

-50 and making outdoor activities and

travel extremsly dangersus, as exposed

skin froze in less than a minute. The

next day, the afterncon high rose to

-40.4°C with ice crystals filling the air

and ice fog obscuring the surface,

75 Years Ago 1942

Relaxation of wartime censorship
permitted news of the first of

2 major blizzards hitting the Maritimes.
The storm dumped 15 cm of snow,
hatting transportation and causing at
least 2 deaths. On Cape Breton Island,
NS, the storm was the worst in 10 years,
isolating towns in the area. All of the
collieries had 1o stop operations because
workers coutd not get to work,

New Moon

27

100 Years Ago 1917
The local newspaper headline 2 8
InBC read “Jack Frost and

Miss Snow biow into Vancouver.”
Winds of 38 km/h made it feel colder.
Sleigh bells, rare in Vancouver, were
heard, and several livery firms did a
booming business in sleigh rides. The
winds were especlally vigorous on the
water and boats encountered unusually
rough seas, though no accidents were
reported.

Chinese New Year {Year of the Rooster)

100 Years Ago 1917

A large thermometer with 29
Fahrenheit and Celsius markings

that hung on Jasper Avenue in

Edmonton, AB, read -42°C. All day and
night, hundreds of passers-by incurred
frostbitten noses, ears, and cheeks to

check the temperature. Druggists werg
called to treat several frostbitten victims.

50 Years Ago 1967
It snowed heavily between 3 O
Prince Rupert and Terrace, BC,

and, with the accompanying mildness,
the weather triggered 6 snow slides. Rail
traffic was delayed by 2 large slides near
Usk. A westbound freight train deraifed
in a snow slide 33 m long and 8 m deep.
One engine and 13 wheat cars blocked
the highway and a second engine went
into the Skeena River,

25 Years Ago 1992
Atlantic Canada was in the 3 1
midst of a week-long snowstorm.

In Halifax, NS, snowfall totalied 74 cm
- the most since 1960. A woman went
into labour and the baby’s father drove
on the wrong side of the streef to pass
stalled vehicles. On hearing the baby’s
first cry, he rear-ended a car and the
driver escorted them to the hospital,
where a docior cut the umbilical cord in
the parking lot.
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In the midst of the worst blizzard in 1 BC residents were recovering from the 2 The worst blizzard to hit Saskatoon in 3 Amotarist found out how Seal River 4 |
decades to hit the Maritimes, fire tore previous day's storm in which winds years filled roads and lanes with 30 cm got its name when he drove info a |
through 5 businesses in Charlottetown’s along the coast were responsible for of fresh snow, causing drifts 1to 2 m 500-kg grey seal near Vernon Bridge,
downtown core, leaving almost an entire knocking out power to about 65,000 high. City officials said it would take 2 PE. The seal was headed for the North
city block in ruins. Church services were homes. Heavy rains caused a mudstide weeks to dig out, An ambulance was Shore in search of open water, ]
cancelied across the Isfand. Moncton, in the south Delta area, which shifted a stuck for 12 hours and naver reached
NB, set a new one-day snowfall record clubhouse a metre off its foundations. its destination. A bus from Prince Albert
of 83 cm, All Maritime transportation Also, 13 vehicles were damaged by a got bogged down in deep drifis for 18
came to a standstill 30-metre section of aluminum that was hours. Passengers were fed from nearby
torm off a bingo hall, farmhouses.
Groundhog Day First Quarter .
2018 150 Years Ago 1867 75 Years Ago 1942 150 Years Ago 1867 25 Years Ago 1992 2015 2015
A series of low-pressure systems 5 The ice on a Northern Québec river was 6 Heavy snows, strong winds, and 7 A drenching rainstorm combined with 8 Anpther storm forced most 9 Yukon Mushers embraced the 1 O With British Coiumbia in perpetual 1 1
with ample rain and snow affected 35 cm thick when a resident crossed severe cold played havoc with fast-mefting snow raised streams to businesses and schaols in eastern -45°C temperatures along the spring, mountain snowpack was

Newfoundland. Total snowfalls exceeded
50 cm in Stephenville and Deer Lake

aver to the other side, “belng the first
time that any of us from the Post has set

transportation across Ontarlo, Bus
services were curtailed, trains disrupted,

flood stage in southern New Brunswick.
The strong current pushed smali

Newfoundiand to close, as wind gusts to
120 km/h reduced visibility to near zero

1,600-km Yukon Quest route. The cold
forced 19 dogs out of the top 10 teams,

at the lowest depths ever seen. As
expected, the mild temperatures,

of a 4-hour hike by the Metro Toronto
and Region Conservation Authority
north of Woodbridge. The authority
expected 300 participants, but only 42
hiked. However, 9 boy scouts camped
overnight in fents in a park across from
City Hall to mark the beginning of a
recruiting campaign,

northern lights {the best in 20 years)
was seen in Montréal, T, shortly after
sunsst. The magnificent display featured
a bright red cone of light at its base with
slow-moving streamers of vibrant reds
and greenish tints that at times extended
throughout the whole northern quarter
of the sky.

with wind chills below -50, including
-68 when the air temperature dipped

to -43.1°C and the wind blew at 57
km/h. With such dangerous conditions,
autharities were forced to close schools.
Minimum temperatures normally drop
to -30°C on 36 days in January and
February. in 2015, there were 56 days
below -30°C.

havoc on Ontarlo roads from Windsor to
Ottawa and as far north as Muskoka. A
rare February evening thunderstorm was
also part of the mix,

in a blizzard. The caravan carrying

the company’s scenery and 50 dancers
got stuck 50 km from Sherbrooke. A
bus slid off the highway into a ditch

and dancers ran to nearby farmhouses
and borrowed shovels to dig out. The
canceliation of the evening performance
was the company’s first in 5 years.

outlying schools to take them home.
The temperature fell from 13.3°C to
-27.8°C under a cold north wind. In
Winnipeg, MB, the worst blizzard in
years crippled streetoar service and
delayed all railway traffic. Downtown
hotels were crowded with those who did
not relish the long walk home.

ang 70 cm at Cow Head, A warmer foot on the opposite share.” and utility services cut for long periods. buildings off their foundations and in snow and biowing snow. Heavy pack The Yukon Arctic Uitra, a brutally tough strong winds, and heavy downpours
Burgeo got 63 mm of rain. Wind gusts A new bride assisted at the birth of & destroyed several bridges, including a ice and strong winds also caused major bicycle, ski, and foot race, lost its lead were a huge disappointment for snow
exceeded 110 km/h. Over southeastern baby near Brampton, where 30 people suspension bridge at Norton, Two days disruption to marine shipping. runner to a severe case of frosthite. enthusiasts. With mud and rock
Labrador, north-gasterly winds took refuge from the storm, In Toronto, later, temperatures plunged more than (One frostbitten runner suffered painful exposed, zip-fine trails replaced snow
intensified and blew falling snow into 19 om of snow grew into hummocks 20 degrees, encaslng roads and rait sores and doctors sought 1o save his tracks and hikers vastly outnumbered
drifts before changing to rain. of ive that defied even the heaviest lines in ice. blackened fingers from amputation. skiers.
ploughs.
Full Moon o
50 Years Ago 1967 125 Years Ago 1892 2015 25 Years Ago 1992 50 Years Ago 1967 100 Years Ago 1917 150 Years Ago 1867
At Toronto, ON, a record low of 1 2 Foliowing an unusual outbreak 1 In the first 2 months of the year, 1 4 A massy storm of wet snow, 1 5 The National Ballet enroute from 1 6 Calgary, AB, police vans came 1 7 A week-long thaw and heavy 1 8
-26.7°C disappointed organizers of sunspots, a brilliant display of Igaluit, NU, registered 14 days freezing rain, and rain caused Chicoutimi, QC, vanished at 2 pu to the rescue of students in rains caused ice-clogging

flooding on the Grand River in Ontario.
Waters filled most of the ceflars in
lower Perth East, ON, overfiowing the
Agricultural Society’s grounds and
threatening local mills and machine
shops on the flats. lce coming down
Smith Creek grazed the street bridge.
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in 1880 what was Canada’s
most popular sport?

1) hockey

2) snowshosing

3) puddle jumplng

4} obogganing

5) ice fishing

19

Answer on inside back cover

2015

A toddler in Toronto, ON, clad 2 0
only in a diaper, a thin T-shirt,

antd a pair of boots, froze to death when
temperatures dipped t0 -22°C witha
wind chill of -30. For the homeless,

the bitter cold made a hard life harder.
Hospitals were pushed to handle more
cases of frosthite and hypothermia.
The winter's duration led to increased
reports of depression and anxiety.

50 Years Ago 1967
The trawler Gape Bonnie 2 1
foundered on the rocks of

Woody Island, NS, during a storm that
claimed the lives of 18 fishers. The
frawler was heading home to Halifax
with 32,000 kg of fish after 10 days
fishing. The crew abandoned the
stricken vessel for dories of by jumping
into the frigid water. Two other fishing
vessels sank off Nova Scotia, losing
anather 15 men.

100 Years Ago 1917
The Yukonia Hotel went up in 22
flames in Dawson City, YK, The
temperature was -38.7°C. In those
days, fighting fire in winter was difficult.
The buildings abutted one another so
there was littie chance of stopping

the flames. Every time 2 gambling hall
burned down, miners would run the
remains through a rocker fo pick up gold
dust dropped by gamblers,

2015

Montréal, QC, received 23
1,000 calls from residents

complaining of frozen pipes. February’s
average temperature was -15,2°C,
eclipsing the previous record of -14.1°C
in 1943 and 1979. Montréalers didn’t
experience a melting temperature for 43
consecutive days between January 20
and March 3. In Québec City, it was the
coldest February since 1889 when its
observing program began.

50 Years Ago 1967
Winds of 80 km/h across 2 4
Central Ontario whipped fine

snow inte drifts in whiteouts. A
Bracebridge teen, stranded when his
snowmobile broke down and found

by his brother, crawling on his hands
and knees, was taken to hospital
suffering severe frostbite to his hands
and feet. Snow drifts trapped a school
bus carrying 30 children for 8 hours
in Lindsay.

- -
2015

The Canadian Coast Guard 25
icebreaker Amundsen was on

standby in the Cabot Strait as ice

conditions worsened. Ice had stowed the
progress of ferries travelling between

Port aux Basques, NL, and North

Sydney, NS. lce was anywhere from

% m to 2 mthick, and pans were

between 500 and 2,000 m wide.

have cars removed from streets so
orews could clear a record 75 om

of snow. But a sound truck asking
motorists to remove their cars got stuck.
A reparter who telephoned the OPP to
ask about conditions on Highway 400
was told: “When we find it, we'll lat

you know.”

[XE Y PP

reduced vigibllities fo near zero

about 45 km east of Trols-Rivires,
QC. Poor driving conditions resulted
in 2 major highway aceident involving
27 cars, 4 tractor-trailers, and 2
ten-wheelers. Two peaple dled and 15
were injured In the accident.

Louis Riel Day

Family Day {many regions)
1965 25 Years Ago 1952 125 Years Ago 1692
In Parry Sound, ON, police 2 6 An intense winter storm with 2 7 With perfect weather and 2 8
thought it would be smart to biowing and drifting snow plenty of seals, hunters from

Trinity Bay, NL, ventured farther out on
the ice in the bay than usual. A blinding
snow storm socon encompassed the
entire fleet of boats. Some fishers were
50 disoriented that they rowed in the
opposite direction from land and were
fost. Survivors arrived home frozen

and weak. Twenty-five men perished
that night.
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A storm dumped 24 cm of wet snow Snow whipped by fierce winds and a 2 At Toronto (ON} Pearson International 3 The temperature in Edmonton, AB, 4
on Toronto, ON, cutting power to the dose of freezing rain created massive Airport, no melfing temperature was

railway system and forcing thousands of
workers to walk home. The wind swept
streets cigar at the corners, but in the
centre, snow was piled up like haycocks,
Cne of the largest buildings lay in ruins
when one metre of wet snow crushed
the roof and damaged about 20 vanicies

power outages across Toronto, ON, and
the GTA, affecting more than 250,000
residents. It was Toronto's fourth major
power outage in 3 years. [t was caused
by Inclement weather, as well as a mix of
road salt and ice that adhered to hydro
equipment and caused more than 50

registered in February, Downtown, it
was the only month since 1840 without
an above-freezing temperature, The
absence of any melting went on for 37
consscutive days, Toronte has never
experienced a colder month. In the end,
Febyruary was colder In Toronta than

had a touch of spring to it, reaching
6°C. Some residents spent the day
fiipping through seed catalogues and
cleaning their golf clubs. Only 4 days
earlier, temperatures dipped close to
-30°C, While the cold returned, many
residents feit the backbone of the winter
had been cracked and that the season

2011

normal, property damages mounted

in the Maritimes. A Fredericton, NB,
resident was cooking supper when he
heard a couple of popping noises. The
snow-laden carport roof collapsed and
flattaned his quarter-tonne pickup truck.
Monston's salt dome collapsed. On PEL,

rail and water traffic wag shuttered. in
total, the 3-day storm brought 34 cm
of snow whipped into huge drifts by 38
km/h winds. On the south shore, not a
wheel tumed on any of the rallroads.

Island, NS, Within hours, massive ocean
waves broke the ship in two, sending

9 men overboard. Two years iater, as
gales continuously uncovered the tins,
they would rise to the surface and wash
ashore, Curious beachcombers were
often injured after accidently causing the

New Brunswick, mastly fender benders.
Water draining from yards rushed across
¢ity streets, making driving treacherous.
Several residents reported flooded
basements following 80 mm of rain

over 2 days, with rain water seeping
threugh windows. Firefighters had to

80 utility poles and knocking out power
fo 1,000 residents for nearly 2 days.

f0 a thickness of 75 mm, creating a
tremendous weight that brought down
wires and poles. From one end of Rideau
Street to the other, new telegraph

posts were snapped off, splintering ke
matches. in some cases, large pieces

of timber dangled above frightened

inside. fiydro poles to cateh fire. Edmonton, AB. of spinach and sweet peas was not o
remote.
Ash Wednesday
100 Years Ago 1317 75 Yoars Ago 1942 25 Years Ago 1992 25 Yoars Ago 1932 125 Years Ago 1892 25 Years Ago 1992
With snow, rain, and wind striking 5 Québec City, QC, experienced its 6 The 5.8. independence Half, with tins 7 Freezing rain and slippery roads fed to 8 Freezing rain fell for a 10-hour period 9 In Ottawa, ON, heavy wet snow 1 O Environment Canada issued 1 1
more frequently and severely than worst gtorm of the season when ali of sodium as cargo, grounded on Sable at least 35 car accidents in southern over the Burin Peninsula, NL, damaging covered wires and tree branches Canada’s first weekly 0zone

warning, a service to help Canadiang
decide whether to take precautions
such as wearing a hat, sunscreen, or
siinglasses to protect themselves from
ultraviolet radiation. The first report
showed ozone levels in western Canada
at 15% below average and in the rest

inseliomdng Cratlrmer Timtm £3orime o

Calgary, AB, three goif courses opered.

standing-room-only crowds.

snow loads caved-in several bams. tins to sxpinde. chop escape channels to relieve flooded pedestrians and smashed into windows, of Canada at 5% below the 20-year
backyards. average.

First Quarter .

25 Years Ago 1892 2015 oz 2018 75 Years Ago 1842 75 Yoars Ago 1942 50 Years Ago 1967

In Montréal, QC, mild weather 1 2 A week before spring, a 1 3 Which term is not part of a 1 4 With spring just days away, 1 5 Rising 4 to 5 m above normal, 1 6 Lightning struck a woman from 1 7 Shortages of coal and mitk 1 8

and rain rapidly melted the snow, southwesterly flow of warm dry meteorologist's vocabulary winter-weary Maritimers battled the Grand and Conestogo rivers Sarnia, ON, while she was talking were reported in Sydney, NS,

The runway at tiny Beloeil airport air blanketed the Prairies. With no in Canada? yet another nasty storm. Organizers of overflowed their banks in Waterloo 1o her sister on the telephone, after streets became blocked with drifts

flooded, damaging hangars and aircraft. snow cover, record-high temperatures 1) blfzzard the St. Patrick's Day parade in Halifax, County, ON, after heavy rains. Standing A telephone operator heard her scream 3 m high, following 3 snowstorms in

South of Montréal, an ice jam in the St. ocourred in Saskatchewan at Estevan 2) sleat NS, cancelled the event because water slowed trave! on rural roads and and calied naighbours, a8 did her sister, one week (88 cm). When householders

Pierre River overflowed in St, Constant, {17°C), Leader (18°C), and Maple 3} squall streets were choked with so much kept chitdren away from school. Cows The charge paralyzed her right arm, ran short of coal, the Dominion Coal Co.

forcing hundreds of familiss from their Creek (21°C). in Manitoba, Portage la 4) snow grains ice and snow, floats wouldn't be able stood in 15 cm of water on some farms. face, and neck. She wasn’t able fo opened its retail depot on Sunday. The

fiomes when streets and basements Prairie climbed to 17°C, while Winnipeg 5) snow shower o manoeuvre the narrow streets. Rural mail service was suspended and speak for nearly a week. weekend blizzard was foliowed by record

fiooded. City employess had to break up warmed to 13°C — both new records. Many local pubs and restaurants went fiood waters carried away the railway low temperatures, The same storm

pavement to facilitate water drainage. With temperatures around 16°C in Answer on inside back cover ahead with St Patrick’s Day reveling to bridges at Elmira and West Montrose. moved on 10 Newfoundland, blocking

highways and stalling trains.
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At times, ice pans on the East 1 9
Coast ranged nearly a metre thick

and 2,000 m wide, Eight icebreakers
worked the Atlantic region, and even
these powerful vessels had difficulty
keeping ferries operating. For fishers,
the persistent ice inshore adversely
affected the spring crab, oyster, and
lobster and scallop fisheries. Some said
it was the worst ice and snow conditions
they had ever seen.

125 Years Ago 1892

The vessel Syivan from Barbados 20
confronted gales and snow

storms before striking Trinity Ledge,
N8. The crew of 16 took to the only
lifeboat available in a terrific sea. After
daylight, they landed near Cranberry
Head Polnt, each man jumping for

his fite. Five were lost, hurled into the
boiling sea, stunned, brulsed, and
drowned. The others reached the shore
half-drowned and half-frozen.

Spring Equinox 6:28 EDT

75 Years Ago 1942
Weather continued to hamper 2 1
the Scots Fusiliers of Canada’s
recruiting program in Kitchener, ON,
Only a small crowd braved the cold
winds to hear the band concert 4Cross
from the armouries. Events planned for
City Hall square were postponed due fo
rain, snow, and freezing temperatures.
Despite this, several men enlisted,

and the next day several more look a
medical examination.

25 Years Ago 1932
A major storm dumped 53 ¢ 22
of snow in metre-high drifts

across Cape Breton [sland, NS,
Whiteout conditions forced shutdown
of the Canso Causeway and Sydney
Airport, Cancellations included
everything from church services and
bingos o fiaa markets and schools.

In Newfoundtand, winds gusted to
132 km/h at Burgeo, and high seas
disrupted ferry service to Nova Scotia.

100 Years Aga 1917
The wind hit Edmonton, AB, 23
50 hard that it took one’s

breath away. The mighty winds blew
such that signs creaked, awnings
flapped and, in some quarters, fences
were flattened. The chief sufferers were
the hats of men and the “lids" of ladies
by the score. The gale only lasted a few
minutes but it made things interesting
while it lasted.

100 Years Ago 1917

Gale winds of 113 km/h hit the 2 4:
S8 Prince Aupert. The vessel

was travelling to the small inlet

community of Anyox, BC, but ran onto

the rocks off Glenn Island in poor

visibility, Passengers were able to walk

safely to shore.

75 Years Ago 1942

The winter’s worst blizzard 25
blocked roads and tied up traffic

in Minnedosa, MB. A foot of snow
covered the ground, and strong winds
created huge drifts. In Winnipeg, mixed
rain and snow froze on car windshields.
Winnipeg chalked up a 24-hour March
rainfal that was the highest in at least
64 years and swelled water levels on the
Red River 1 min 3 days.

Last Quarter World Meteorological Day
2013 75 Years Ago 1847 2008 2015 50 Years Ago 1967 100 Years Ago 1917
A huliding in Melville, SK, 2 6 A blizzard hit hard in westarn 2 7 Sixteen boats carried 100 hunters 2 8 A Halifax-bound Air Canada 2 9 Saskatchewan residents were 30 Streets fooded by the spring 3 1
collapsed under the weight and southern Manitoba, from lles de la Madeleine {QC) flight from Toronto, carrying 133 digging themselves out after a thaw the previous day meant
of heavy snow. The Community suspending most hus travel with toward a farge seal herd in the passengers and five crew, crash- 2-tay storm Jeft up 10 33 cm of snow. afuneral in Tureot, QC, near Montréal,
Publishing Building came down. 30 cm of fresh snow. Twelve people Cahot Strait between Nova Scotia and landed and bounced off the snow- Winds reached 70 km/h and visibility fell had to be conducted in boats. The

Fortunatety, o one was inside
at the time.

ware injured in Portage fa Prairie
when an gastbound passenger train
ran into the rear of another passenger
frain, In Winnipeg, the sudden drop In
temperature brought the usual crop
of chimney fires. Even 4-horse-drawn
sleighs had a tough time getting
through.

By aa

Newfoundiand; 3 boats struggled in the
heavy ice and 2 icebreakers were sent
to assist them. Harp seals have good
pupping seasons when ice is heavy,
uniike 2007, when sparse, thin ice
catsed high mortality. The East Coast
has over 5 million harp seals.

covered runway At Halifax (NS}
International Airport, Earlier in the
evening, show caused poor visibility,
and wind gusts exceeded 100 km/h,
Passengers huddied together for an
hour in ~15 wind chill and 25 were
transported to hospital.

below 1 km. Three teenagers were stuck
inside a phone booth on Saskatoon’s
outskirts for 6 hours. The Saskatoon
transit system cut service before
midnight and spent hours returning
stranded units to the garage.

police, taking charge of the funeral
arrangements, secured the boats and
took them to the home of the deceased.
The boat conveying the casket was
rowed through the streets foliowed

by ten boats tilt higher ground was
reached .
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50 Years Ago 1967

A bush pilot who landed his aircraft in
nasty weather on a frozen lake 360 km
from Yellowknife, NT, was rescued after
58 days In below -50°C temperatures.
Thrae toes on his right foot and 2 on

his left had to be amputated, People
thought news of his rescue was an April
Fool’s joke, as he had been given up for
dead after 15 days.

1

1984

Flood waters along the Saint John
River (NB) receded. In the hardest-hit
town of Perth-Andaover, record-high
flood waters and huge chunks of ice
raced down the main street, forcing
1,200 homeownars, hospital patients,

2

50 Years Ago 1967

A severs clectrical storm passed
through Kitchener~Waterloo, ON.
Heavy rainfall {47 mm in an hour or so)
flooded streets and washed out bridges.
Damage also occurred to several homes
that were struck by lightning.

3

1843

Great torrents of water spilled into the
Red Deer River in Alberta after a
number of intense winter storms were
followed by balmy weather of 15°C.
One resident woke up when the water
fiooded her bed. Others were alerted by

4

75 Years Ago 1942

Across Southern Alberta the weather 5
ran the full gamut from balmy spring
conditions to dust and snowstorm within

the space of a few hours. Shortly bafore
§o'clock, 2 murky bank of dust clouds
boiled up and reached the city at 5:10.

25 Years Ago 1992

Newfoundland was hit by a late winter
storm that brought daily precipitation
records: 28.6 cm of snow at Gander,
and 24,2 mm of rain at St. John's. On
the Avalon Peninsula, 70,000 homes
were without power after lines collapsed

6

auiz

What is the best weather for baseball 7
hitters?

1) sunny and clear skies

2} rainy weather

3) cross winds blowing from third to first

or vice versa

Vimy Ridge in France. It was bitterly
cold, and a freezing raln and snowstorm
~ urged on by westerly winds ~ began
as the attack continued. Victory was
secured on the 12th, Again, the weather
featured driving freezing rain and snow.

{0 dry up, enabling workers to clean
the crossings. The good weather In the
nation’s capital tempted many ladies
“to air a large quantity of dry goods on
the streets ... a number of very fine
specimens of dress and fancy articles
had suffered greatly from mud. The
more cautious did not attempt the
crossings atail.”

Blue Jays opening game. But ice was
falling from overhead structures, so the
police closed the walkway between the
CN Tower and SkyDome, and roped

off streets to the east. For the first

few innings, ice crashing down from
above could be heard amidst the crowd
noige. Lightning caused flres and power
outages.

First Day of Passover

“I saw my Volkswagen fifted off the
ground. It rolled over and over and came
to rest against the house. A new barn
was lifted up. There wasn't anything

left to indicate where it had once stood.
| heard the back wall of the service
station crack. Then the whole buflding
feil down.”

knocking out power and thwarting the
travel plans of Portugal’s president to
Canada. Department store employees
piled shopping carts with emergency
Hems: camp stoves, kerpsene, lanterns,
batteries. If a customer wanted
something morg, a clerk with a flashlight
arted as an eseort through the darkened
aisles,

150 Years Ago 1867

From the Ottawa Times: “in Montréal
{QC} some extitement was created by
several sleighs crossing the ice from

St. Lambert's. The lce is in a very

rotten state, and the feat was rather
‘fool-hardy.’ Nevertheless, it succeeded.

8

Jarry Park under sunny skies and a
comfortable 19°C, with moderate
westerly winds at 26 km/h. The most
imporfant statistic was an 87 victory
over the St. Louis Cardinals in the first
major league basebalt game outside the
United States.

and senior residents to flee to higher the sound of the ice grinding against the City officials found it necessary 1o turn under heavy ice build-up from freezing 4} cloudy or overcast skles Alarge crowd lined the wharves, to
ground. Thirteen CP Rail chemical walls of the houses. Some families had on street lights as the dust-laden air rain and 110 km/h winds. The “silver 5) hot and humid witness the performance.”
freight cars were moved onto the Perth— 1o be rescued by boat from the roof of masked the sun, creating a twilight thaw” storm hampered repair crews
Andover rail bridge to provide ballast their home, condition. from climbing transmission towers to Answer on inside back cover
against the ice jams. replace broken Insulators.
First Quarter '
100 Years Ago 1917 150 Years Ago 1867 25 Years Ago 1992 50 Years Ago 1967 25 Years Ago 1992 1969 2015
AL 5:30 au, 1,000 guns opened fire 9 Foliowing several fing-weather 1 0 Fifty thousand Toronto, ON, 1 1 Fram an eyewitness account of a 1 2 In 8t John's, ML, a freezing 1 3 in Montréal, GC, the Expos 1 4 A warm upper ridge brought 1 5
and Canadian troops advanced toward days, (ttawa, ON, streets began baseball fans arrived for the tornado northwest of London, ON: rain storm persisted for & hours, played their first home game In above-normal temperatures to

much of the Northwest Territories in
the first half of April. Among the new
record-high temperatures was 17.7°C
at Fort Smith and 11.1°C at Yellowknife.
In the Mackenzie region, average
temperatures in March, April, and May
made for the third-warmest spring in
68 years, at aimost 3.5°C warmer than
normal,




125 Years Ago 1892

Called a rare old-time blizzard 1 6
by locals in Manitoba, the storm

packed wind gusts of 150 km/h —

strang enough o take down wires and

poles. Electric streetlights disappeared

and other modem convenignces were
destroyed. Large buildings vibrated but

50 Years Ago 1967

A tornado ripped a2 30-km path 1 7
through southwestern Ontario,

kitling one man, Near Hensall, more than

100 pupils crouched on the floor while
suction from the twister tossed around
furniture. Two teenagers said a gun-club

roof flew 120 m straight up, then chased

1982

At Sherbrocke, QC, the St Francis 1 8
River peaked at its highest fevel

since records were first kept in the

1880s. Firemen evacuated 300

residents. The Eaton River, usually about

17 m wide, swelled to % km across. The
rising waters flooded barns and drowned

25 Years Ago 1992
Snowfalls up to 42 cm and as 1 9
much as 85 mm of precipitation

caused widespread disruption in south-
eastern Saskatchewan and southern
Manitoba. Power lines were downed,

flights delayed, and traffic snarled. At

least 4 traffic deaths were attributed to

100 Yoars Ago 1917
Aviolent gale from the west, 2 O
accomparnied by a cloudburst,

swept over Petrolia, ON, at about 7 Py,

The storm lifted the roof of a cement

block stable, 18 m by 30 m, from the

walls and hurled it into the adjoining

yards. It was a cloge call for the

1926

Western Canada baked in a 2 1
wave of midsummer heat with

temperatures reaching record highs.
Winnipeg, MB, sweltered at 23°C in the
shade. On the east coast, a blizzard of
mid-winter character swept across the
Maritime Provinces. Nova Scotia was

2002

During a spring snowstorm in 22
Montréal, QC, they gave away

free ice cream at Ben & Jerry's ice

cream pariour. The crowds weren’t as

big as the previous year, when the free-

cone day for loyal customers took place

on May 2 and temperatures scared o

luckily did not collapse. All telegraph them. The ingides of a plano were ripped a herd of prize Holsteins. In Ascot- the Easter Sunday sterm. residents of the neighbouring houses. buried under drifts of snow 2 m deep; 32°C. (ne appreciative customer said:
service in the western part of the out and scatterad across a field, The Corner, the only dry place in town was No injury was suffered by the men or traffic by tand and sea was crippled and, “The best thing about eating ice cream
province was crippled when miles of piano’s shell stayed in the building. the village swimming pool. horses in the building. in some instances, stopped altogether, onacold dayls, it doesn't melt,”

poles blew down.

Easter Sunday Easter Monday Last Day of Passover Last Quarter ‘ Earth Day

2005 125 Years Ago 1892 1901 125 Years Ago 1892 60 Years Ago 1967 25 Yoars Age 1992 50 Years Ago 1967

Often called “Canada’s banana 23 A spring snowstorm caught 2 4 A severe wind and rain storm 25 Atthe start of a 10-day blizzard 2 6 The Expo 67 world's fair opened 2 7 lce jams in Hay River, NT, caused 28 A lengthy snowstorm, beglnning 29
belt," Windser, ON, is one of the lobster fishermen by surprise. followed the Assiniboine River to in southern Alberta, a Medicine in Montréal, QC, with an audience water levels to rise over 3m on the 27th, gave Lethbridge,

least snowy cities in eastern Canada,
But from November 2004 through April
2005, it received a record 225.5 cm of
snow, 100 cm above normal.

75 Years Ago 1942
A severe electrical storm and
torrential rains damaged buildings

and homes in the Georgian Bay
region of Ontario, and triggered a hrq

that killed 6 calves.

At least two schooners were fost at gea,
and ports across PE! reported several
hoats missing or in distress.

Rogser, MB. Boards, straw hats, paper,
and window frames were thrown in the
air. Cattle were rofled along the ground
for a long distance. A coal oil barrel
twisted and tumed in the air like paper.
A large cedar tree was carried some
distance and stood, roots up, in the
middle of a ploughed fisld.

Hat newspaper criticized parents for
sending their children to school. *A
worse day could hardly be imagined.
Immense snowdrifts ran iry all directions,
and buildings only a few yards distant
could not be seen ... the wisdom

or propriety of sending children to
schoot by themselves on such a day is
questionable.”

New Moan g

of 7,000 media and Invited guests,
including 53 heads of state. A worldwide
audience of over 700 miliion watched
the proceedings that took place under
clear skies with moderate north winds
of 23 km/h and a temperature of 12°C.
Sixty-two nations participated in what
was the best attended world's fair to
date.

above normal, flogding low-lying
areas. Residents of the west channel
were evacuated for a day. On the east
channel, a Coast Guard vessel wag
forced over its dock by ice, and an
airplane, bulldings, and stored cargo
were damaged.

AB, a 24-hour snowfall record for any
month of 53 cm, and a 3-day storm
total of 78 cm. For the first time ever,
southern Alberta was declared a
disaster area. The US military flew in
food, fuel, and feed. The good news
for residents: the minister of revenue
granted them a 2-week extension for
filing incore tax.
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125 Years Ago 1892

Warm spring air passing over the cold 1
waters of Lake Erie created a wall of fog
that enguifed the Ceffic - an 18-year-old
48-m wooden passenger and freight
carrier. Just east of Rondeau, ON, the
Ceitic colfided with the steamer Russia,
which sank, killing one crew member,
The steamer was beached, only to

go down in a gale on Lake Hurot 17
years later.

50 Years Ago 1967

Thousands of cattle starved and 2
perished on the open range of southern
Alberta, unable to forage for food in the
deep snow. Poor visibility and bad fiying
weather prevented mercy heficopters
from dropping feed to starving cattle
and fuel to cold residents. Further,

icing conditions weighted down the
helicopters, forcing pilots to wait until
the weather improved.

1852

Fifteen sportsmen from Winnipeg were 3
feared lost during weekend storms

on a lake near the Manitoba~Ontarie
boundary on the apening day of fishing
season. Snow squalls with 70 km/h
gusts prevented the men from returning
by water or rescue by the RCMP. Many
were relieved when the men made their
way through 8 km of bush, swamp, and
rock to the highway.

2015

Continuous northerly winds pushed 4
large amounts of ice from a hard winter
against the north shores of Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward sland. Veteran
fishermen said ice hadn't delayed

the fishery like this since 1967. For

the safety of ail involved, the season
opening was delayed. Severe ice also
forced the cancellation of the Arisaig
Mother's Day Lobster Dinner.

1832

From the journal of Rev. William Wilson, 5
a Methodist minister in Bonavista, NL:
“... since last November, the frost has
been intense. The cries of distress ...
are truly appatling. In May, the ice was
stilt in the bay and famine began to be
felt among us. Almast every stock of
provisions is nearly exhausted.

A schooner is insight ... stuckinthe
ice. Cows, horses, and dogs are dying
from want of fopd.”

25 Years Ago 1992

Quebec Premier Robert Bourassa got
a warm welcome when he met with
Saskatchewan Premier Roy Romanow
In Regina under a near record high of
33.2°C - aimost double the average
tiigh for early May. At the other end of
the scale, ministers of constitutional
atfairs were meeting in Saint John, NB,
where snow was sl on the ground.

3} & likely thunderstorm
4} fog by late afternoon
5) increasing winds

Answer ory ingide hack cover

of frost; it was six hours with killing
temperatures dipping to -3°C.

fencing, scattering the rails immense
distances. At one farm all the pouttry
were mangled and slashed to pieces.
At another, winds ifted a wagon loaded
with wood in the air before dashing it

In Fort Simpson, a 5-day heat wave in
mid-May broke a 118-year-old record
with maximum temperatures hovering
around 29°C ~ 10 degrees warmer than
the usual high. Fort Liard was the hot

(ver 100 workers and sniffer dogs took
part in the search. After aimast 2 days,
the victim's body and his vehicle were
recovered under 4 m of rock. Another
slide poured approximately 150,000 m®

Floods shut down the power statlon,
damaged several dwellings, and washed
away a third of the airstrip. When the
Tethut River flooded east of Fart Smith,
NT, concern grew for young buffal,

First Quarter
auz 2015 1862 20157 25 Years Ago 1982 25 Years Ago 1992 75 Years Ago 1842
Early morning dew or frost is usually 7 The temperature in Ottawa, ON, soared 8 The sky over Lindsay, ON,.darkened, 9 In the Mackenzie region of the 1 0 Following heavy raln, a waste 1 1 Residents of Jean Marie River, 1 2 The Crowsnest Valley in BC 1 3
asignof: 16:30,7°C. Twa waeks later frost hit — At about six 0’clock, a distinct pillar NWT, average temperatures made dump flow slide at Westar N7, fied when their community flooded when heavy rain freshets
1) asunny day something that has never happened of cloud formed, riging 1o 180 m. it for the third-warmest spring in 68 years Greenhills Coal Mine near Sparwood, became surrounded by water owing caused the Elk River to rise rapidly and
2} 4 rainy day hefore, And it wasn't just a touch uprooted trees and destroyed 800 m of at almost 3.5°C warmer than normal, BC, swept away 2 truck and its driver. 10 an ice jam on the Mackenzie River. overflow its banks in west Fernie. Both

the curling and skating rinks flooded
under & metre of water. Mud and rock
slides flooded portions of the Hosmer
highway and washed out a bridge.
Miners at Coal Creek were idie for

100 Years Ago 1917
At the height of an electrical storm,l 4
lightning struck a residence in

West Blairmore, AB, setting fire toa

building. Several trees nearby were

gplit by the same flash, and falling trees
aftracted the attention of neighbours

who immediately noticed smoke

issuing from the roof of the house and
summaoned the volunteer fire brigade.

100 Years Ago 1917
When temperatures in Edmonton, 1 5
AB, soared above 26°C: “Citizens

who were sticking to thelr winter flannels
soon found the said flannels sticking

fo them. The ladies appeared in white
frilly things, gauzy hosiery, clopping

hig hats, and talcum powder. Towards
evening ... a 'young tornado’ blew dust
in gritty clouds and sent bats fiying in

all girections, and feminine skirts where
‘dressimakers had not planned.”™

fo pieces. spot with maxima of 30°C. of waste rock across a mine hayl road. many of which were isolated by the several days after the power went out.
flood waters.
Full Moon e
100 Years Ago 1917 50 Years Ago 1967 25 Years Ago 1992 2015 100 Years Ago 1817

Astorm near Viking, AB, 1 6
accompanied by rain, hail, and

wind, was one of the earliest and
fiercest to ever occur in Alberta’s
haitstorm ailey. A prize bull was knocked
down 15 times before reaching shelter.
Near Wainwright, AB, winds hoisted a
hack off its foundation, whirling it

3 m above the ground before it landed.
Five people buried underneath

escaped unharmed.

Twister-like winds hit Metro 1 7
Toronts, ON, stirring up dust and

Scatlering debris, A woman grabbed

her baby from a stroller, which then

hecame aithorne. As she lay on the

ground clutching her infant, the wind
flattened a second toddler against &

fence. The wind eased just as suddeniy

48 it had risen and she rushed both

children into an apartment building.

On the watershed near 1 8
Attawapiskat, ON, ice jams plus

31 mm of rain and melting snow in
34°C temperatures, jed to the decision
to évacuate the community. Most of the
residents went to Moosonee, although
260 were flown by helicopter or Twin
Otter to bush camps in the vicinity.
Ahout 200 residents chose 1o sray and
walch large pieces of ice float by their
homes.

On the May long weekend, 2 1 9
slow-maving storm out of

Colorado and cold Arctic air brought

wind, rain, and a mix of snow, ice

pelfets, and freezing rain to the eastern
Prairies. For Manitoba residents, it was
toques and hot toddies instead of shorts

and sandats. On the holiday Monday,
Winnipeg got 12 hours of snaw in -9

wind chills,

During a severe evening storm, 2 O
lightning struck the tower of

James Street Methodist Church in
Exeter, ON. Near Stratford, tornadg-
force winds cut across the countryside,
demolishing several steel barng, Near
Brunner, winds levelied 2 silos and
wrecked a tractor. Toward Newton and
Atwood, hail broke the skylights on
some stores, while water flooded cellars
and washed away seeds,



http:Thafo:wruhn.ol~.at

TFIVMRA «say

haninblhalat el

25 Years Ago 1992

In northern New Brunswick, 2 1
May's hot, dry weather fed forest

firgs. Near Kedgwick, fires ignited by
fightning and nourished by strong winds
destroyed 3,035 hectares of woodiand.

1t took huge resources 1o bring fires

under control: 350 volunteers, 10 water
hombers, 4 helicopters, 32 bulldozers,

and numerous mahile water tarkers.

2015

Two major BC highways were 22
closed after a slow-moving
thunderstorm caused flooding at

Cache Creek. The storms packed hail,
lightning, strong gusty winds, and heavy
rain. The raging Bonaparte River moved
houses and mobile homes off their
foundations and swept garages and cars
away. Flooding swamped the local fire
halt and damaged 50 homes — some
beyond repair.

2011

The waters of Lake Champlain 23
and Québec’s Richelieu River

Tose to an all-time high, forcing
evacuations in the region, About 260
army personne! arrived on-site to
reinforce barriers and protect vulnerable
homes. Strong winds from the south
swelled the rivar by 20 cm, On Lake
Champlain, wind whipped waves as
high as one metre. Affected residents
received tetanus shots as a precaution.

1921

Five family members ina 2 4:
motorized canvas canog drowned

in the Oscalanea River 127 km north of
Parent, GC. The oy surviving family
member was a 19-year-old daughter
studying in a convent who did not go on
the fatal trip. The family was within 1.6
km of their destination when a strong
gust of wind and wave struck the canoe
broadside, washing them overboard.

-
75 Years Ago 1942
A torrential downpour forced 2 5
the Skeena and Bulkley rivars to

reach flood ievels near Terrace and

Smithers, BC. Several smali creeks

went on a rampage. Blasting operations

to remove piled-up drift proved to be
ineffective. The ferry house at Hazelton

was endangered and had to be lashed

down with cable.

100 Years Ago 1917
Lightning struck the Dominion 2 6
Government Observatory on

the summit of Sulphur Mountain

at Banff, AB, wrecking almost the
entire building. The bolt cracked the
observatory's massive stone walls

and destroyed its automatic weather-
recording instruments. The force was
50 great that rocks were pulverized and
a 10-m-long and 1-m-deep trench was
left in the mountain.

25 Years Ago 1892

Over a couple of nights, 2 7
temperatures dipped gs low as

-4°C in the Annapolis Valley, NS,

destroying up fo 90% of the apple

buds in low-lying areas. One grower
successfully warded off the frost by

drawing warmer air down among his

trees with a giant fan he had installed in

his orchard earfier in the month,

Victoria Day New Moon Ramadan Begins
125 Years Ago 1892 2015 §0 Years Ago 1967 2018
The Fraser River at New 28 Severe thunderstorms rolled 29 At 11 am near Boharm and 30 At the end of May, a microburst 3 1
Westminster, BC, rose 30 cm through Fredericton, NB, Moose Jaw, SK, a tornado swirled. inflicted roof and tree damage

in 36 hours, reaching its highest stage
ever. The stoughs were overfiowing and
much of the land was submerged. On
the same day, the Bnitish Cofumbian
reported from Fort Langley: “The
continued steady rise of the Fraser

i covering our prairie rapldly with its
annuai silvery water sheet.”

knocking out power to thousands of
customers, Inside one hour, wind gusts
blew at 82 km/h, rain exceeded 40
mm, and hundreds of lightning flashes
struck. The powerful storm toppled
trees, snapped branches, and took
down traffic fights, while rushing walers
popped manhole covers and flooded
streels.

The tornadic cloud was observed from a
GFB gircraft and by many eyewitnesses
on the ground. The estimated path
length of the tornado was 26 km. The
tomado unroofed 2 farmhouses and
swept across fields from the southeast,
picking up loose soil.

across Ontario with 140 km/h winds.
The storm brought torrential downpours
with flash flooding in Windsor with 74
mm, Grimsby 73 mm, and Waterloo

60 mm. Embedded in the storm celf
was Ontario’s first confirmed tornado

of the season between Thorndale and
Bryanston — an £F1 with 175 km/h
winds.
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One of the wettest cities in Canada, St. 1 “It was dark and there was a terrible 2 Warm wind and high temperatures 3
John's, NL, faced a rare water shortage storm ... | remember the whole house (28°C) followed by heavy rain
because of excess heat, lack of rain, shaking. Grandpa who was visiting caused flash floods on streams in the
and higher than normal local water said it was a real cyclone and said Revelstoks, BC, district. Flooding on
consumption. June was the driest on that it would have taken him away had Eagle River caused washouts and left
record with only slightly more than 20 he not dropped down into a freshily a bridge at Craigeflachie dangfing. A
mm of rain. The city restricted water use pioughed furrow, Next morning we woke mudslide 20 km west of Revelstoke
for such things as watering lawns and up, the barn was a few yards away deraiied 3 diesel units and 28 hoxcars.
gardens or washing cars. in the pasture — flat and the pigs had At several low-lying farms southwest
disappeared.” [Hearst Hill Historical of Revelstoke, several head of cattle
Society] drowned.
First Quarter .
1880 2014 25 Years Ago 1992 150 Years Ago 1867 75 Yoars Ago 1942 100 Years Ago 1917 25 Years Ago 1992

And they say lightning never strikes
twice. On the evs of the general
alection, the Globe (and Ma#l offices

in Toronto, in fact, ali the newspaper
offices in Toronto, were struck last night
by lightning.

4

With dust all about, a family from Alix, 5
AB, dashed to the ceflar to wait out the
storm. On emerging, they saw shingles

had been ripped from the roof and fascia
torn off. Even more impressive, a five-

metre trampoline had been blown more

than 150 m across the yard into 4 line of
trees. A second twister was hidden by

the sun's glare,

Abuffet of weather conditions from
snow, ice pellsts, freezing raln, rain,
and thundershowers occurred across
the Prairies. Fort McMurray, AB,
received 60 mm of rain. Thick fog
reduced visibility to iess than 1 km in
southern Saskatchewan, At Dufresne,
MB, a gust front unleashed winds of 93
km/h that blew a car across a road and

6

A terrific rain and hail storm and
possible tornado burst over Garafraxa,
ON, causing immense property losses.
Rain fell in torrents while small creeks
swept away fences and culverts,
snapping trees off like “pipe stems.” In
an hour, the Irvine and Grand rivers rose
ametre to the spring flood mark, The
current carried tubs, sheep, pigs, and &

7

Torrentlal rains inundated fivers and
Virden, MB, making roads impassabie,
flooding some crops, and cutting
tetephone and power lines, The river in
Minnedosa rose {0 spring freshet levels.
Virden received 104 mm of rain in 10
hours. Additional pumps were brought
in from the air navigation school to drain
water. The thunder was deafening and a

8

After supper, 4 tornado struck near
Northgate, SK, levelling several
buildings, including large barns,
garages, and grain elevators. Near
Boscurvis, SK, winds picked up
machinery and building debris and
whirled them about like chaff. The
Methodist Church barn disappeared and
an autp lamp was hurled through an

9

A raugous thunderstorm between 1 O
Yarmouth and Dartmouth, NS,

startled residents from their sleep

during the early morning hours.

Lightning struck the power substation

at Tusket, leaving thousands of citizens

along the south shore without power

for more than 8 hours. It also disrupted
transportation and commercial activities,

Lake 50 high that the pillar of water
could be seen several miles away.
Alog house blew apart and the logs
were carried a graat distance across
the prairie.

boxes, and barrels flying everywhere
after a tornado struck. Winds knocked
the framework for a new hotel half a
metre out of plumb, tore down slgns and
awnings, blew out windows, dashed an
old smokestack, and felled telegraph
and telephone poles. At church services,
there was anxiety among parishioners,

hot after 2 weak of temperatures in the
mid-30s. Coats stifl had to be worn in
the presence of the Speaker, who wore
his silk robe. A few members shared
yellow palm leaf fans. Fortunately,
discussing amendments to the Criminal
coda didn't tumn into 2 heated debate.

QC. The wooden schoolhouse took the
biggest hit with portions of the building
landing in pieces 2 km away. Twanty-
five children were in the building when
the storm struck. Three died and 12
were injured, including the teacher, The
children were carried in al dlractions
by the wind and deposited in adjoining
fieids.

lightning. One bolt struck a roof and
entered 2 homes. In one structure,

the current passed along the wall,
destroying pictures. It was the second
time the house had been struck. In
Mittord, NS, lightning split nearly every
telephone and telegraph post. Shipping
facilities also suffered considerable
losses from strong winds,

rocks on lle d'Anticosti, QC, during
thick fog. All passengers were taken
safely ashore.

two others into a ditch. horse down the stream. severe electrical storm outed power, upstairs window. Classes were cancelled for 100s of
children. Little rain fell during the day.
Fult Moon o
125 Years Ago 1892 125 Years Ago 1892 125 Years Ago 1892 125 Years Ago 1892 125 Years Ago 1802 150 Years Agn 1867 1829
Atornado in Rock Lake, MB, 1 1 For 5 minutes, Thunder Bay, ON, 1 2 The spacious House of Commons 1 3 A powerful tornado slammed 1 4 For half an hour, the sky over 1 5 The steamer North American 1 6 Saskatoon and other northern 1 7
tormed a waterspout on Lewis was in an uproar — loose lumber, in Ottawa, ON, became unbearably into the tiny town of Ste-Rose, Amberst, NS, was lluminated with was wrecked after running into Saskatchewan towns were

recovering from ong of the worst wind
storms ever that uprooted and flung
trees, overturned small buildings,
scattered boardings around excavations,
and broke power, light, and telephone
wires. North of Prince Atbert, the wind
picked up caftle and horses and blew
them through pasture fences, and lifted
a granary and carried it over tree tops.




Laol WUt -
100 Years Ago 1917 25 Years Ago 1992 25 Years Ago 1992 iz 25 Years Ago 1992 50 Years Ago 1967 25 Years Ago 1992
The “artillery of the heavens” 1 8 Residents of southern Ontario 1 9 An glectrical storm dumped 2 O Which name would not appear 2 1 Severe thunderstorms across 22 Awindstorm saidto bea 23 For the second day in a row, 2 4
bombarded Toronto, ON, and were busy cleaning up destruction 50 mm of rain across parts of ina lis! of Atantic hurricane southern Manitoba produced possible torade was so fierce tornadoes, large hail, and
its environs for 2 hours without left by a recent vigorous squall line that PEI in Charlottetown, parts of the names? multiple funnel clouds and at least 3 it blew a hopper car from a siding along forrential downpours Struck southern
intermission, flooding streets, swamping swept across Lake Huron, spawning downtown were flooded, including 1} Quentin tornadoes, one of which stayed on the to the main line, causing a train wreck Manitoba. Near Morden, hall the size of
gardens, and filling basements. a smalt tornado near Kincardine and backyards and parts of the 2) Nana ground for 26 km. Near Stonewall, 120 near Dunburn, SK. The severe storm tennis balls pelted the ground, while at
Newspapers reported that many timid awind gustto an amazing 148 km/h Confederation Court Mall. Utilities 3} Whitney mm of rain fell in less than 30 minutes. also killed one person and Injured 42 Pilot Mound, wind gusts reached 154
ladies covered their eves and ears so at London. The wind destroyed many reported widespread power gutages. 4) Joaguin Near Woodsie, MB, winds flipped a truck others. km/h. There were numerous funnel
that they would not see the "bombs” and mature trees and threw around garden 5) Obama and blew apart a garage and mabile sightings and § confirmed tornadces.
hear the explosions. City poultry farmers sheds. home, At Winkler, one farmer had to
lost thousands of chickens, one raiser Answer on inside back cover shovel golf ball-sized hailstones to get
losing a whole brood by drowning. into his house.
National Aboriginal Day
Father's Day Summer Sgistice 0:24 EDT New Moon . St. Jean Baptiste Day
25 Years Ago 1992 1916 75 Years Ago 1947 50 Years Ago 1967 100 Years Ago 1917 2015
Heavy rains over 4 days dumped 25 in Calgary, AB, the Bow and 2 6 Lightning, hail, rain, and wind 2 7 Expo 67 opened to the public 2 8 A severe thunderstorm 29 An Essex (ON) grower said it 3 0
up to 140 mm from La Pocatidre Elbow Biversrose 2 1/2mina struck the military training in Montréal. The weather during accompanied by a downpour was the wettest spring for

0 Mont-Joli, QC. The Rividre-du-Loup
overfiowed its banks, flooding the
countryside to a depth of one metre,
causing severe crop damage.

few hours, carrying away 2 bridges,
flooding houses, and cutting off the
natural gas supply. At Grassy Lake, AB,
3 people died when their house was
lifted off Its foundation and smashed
into kindiing. At Redcliffe, AB, winds
damaged an iron works, a clgar factory,
s@gveral stores, a knitting mill, hotel, and
several city blocks.

centre at Shilo, MB. The only casualty
was the signals office where a lightning
charge blew a few fuses and created
agreat deal of smoke. The storm
disrupted slectrical service to the camp.
Metical and dental inspections had

to be re-scheduled for the next day
because of the lack of light.

opening ceremonies was 27.2°C,

with 39% relative humidity, winds
from the southeast at 16 km/h, 16 km
visibility, humidex of 30, and mainly
clear skies.

and small hailstones passed over
Edmonton, AB. The hail fell heaviest
an the south side where it shredded
several gardens. A ball of lightning

fire accompanied by a dense cloud

of smoke travelled along the top of a
streetcar near Jasper Avenue, causing
a momentary scurry. The crowded
vehicle was heading south and came to
a sudden stop.

planting he'd seen in 25 years. By

the end of June, water was standing
knee-high, with acres of soybeans and
fomatoes completely submerged. And
while it was not too wet for fish, it was
100 wet 10 fish when a popular fishing
derby at Long Point was cancelled for
the first time ever.
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150 Years Ago 1867

It was warm, sunny, and ¢loudless
when the four British colonies of Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Upper Canada,
and Lower Canada united as the

| Dominion of Canada. In Ottawa, shortly
after midnight, the pealing of church
bells and a 101-gun salute banished
sleep. Everywhere there were fireworks,
picnics, parades, bonfires, games,
ringing church bells, royal 21-gun
salutes, and formal readings of the
Queen’s proclamation.

1

Canada Day

150 Years Ago 1867

It was not afl fun on July 1. As reported 2
in this day’s Sarmia Observer (ON).

“Whether caused by the hot weather,

or bad whisky, or both combined, the

fighting seems to have been the rage
wherever a number of people were

gathered together. It is to be regretted

that the first day of our national

existence should be marked by s much

150 Years Ago 1867

On Dorminion Day, in Fredericton, NB,
high winds hampered accuracy during
a shooting match event involving 40
men. The Gleaner in Chatham, NB,
reported: "It was the dullest holiday that
could be imagined, so dull thateven a
dog fight would have been hailed with
delight.”

3

150 Years Ago 1867

A telegraph cperator In Sackville, 4
NB, was recovering after recsiving a

heavy electric shock during a torrential
thundsrstorm the previous day when the
telegraph office was struck by lightning.

He still felt the effects of the shock 5

days later.

100 Years Ago 1917

Residents from Grenfell, SK, were 5
still cleaning up following the previous

day's terrific rain storm. Hail broke 100s

of panes of glass and cut garden stuff

10 pieces. The CPR track was washed

out west of town, making it impassable.
Passengers were transfarred by motor

cars. 0id timers sald the Storm was the
worst in 35 years.

25 Years Ago 1992

At Beauport, QC, Just east of Québsc
City, torrential rains dumped 54 mm in
one hour, filling countless basements

and triggering landslides.

125 Years Ago 1892

More than two-thirds of St. John's,

NL, was devastated by a fire aided by
strong winds. Filames destroyed over
2,000 homes and commercial buildings
and feft residents from 11,000 homes
homeless. Only a quarter of the damage
was covered by insurance. The loss was
estimated at $20 millien.

7

75 Years Ago 1942

In Saskatchewan, a tornado uprooted
fance posts, twisting them high in the
air, then depositing them on the road.
The winds demolished a large stone-
foundation bam, maching shed, and
house, and dropped a granary ona
combine, wrecking both. On a farm in
North Battleford, winds plucked turkeys
clean of their feathers, tore a porch offa

darnage on Ingersoll, ON, following a
30-minute hailstorm described as the
worst to ever strike the fowr. Hail also
fell in Owen Sound with the greatest
damage done to market gardens, where
thousands of tomato and potato plants
were beaten down. Fioods filled cellars
and streets ran fike rivers, making it
impossible for pedestrians to cross.

Nunavyt Day

Forrest to near Douglas, MB, The winds
disintegrated buildings and smashed
large farm machinery. Cattle, horses,
and pigs were lifted into the air and
dropped info neighbouring fields.

Sod was piled up in farge mounds. At
Holland, MB, winds ripped the clothes
from people's backs.

property damage in Brooks, AB.
The storm came from the southwest
with a blinding cloud of dust, and for
over 10 minutes raged across the fown,
demotishing bulldings and tearing the
roof off the Masonic Hall. Several other
buildings were moved a number of

feet, or badly damaged. Winds broke
windows in homes and blew down
chimngys.

caused considerable damage
1o crops In western Manitoba when a
106 km/h galg and driving rain swept
the country. Early barley crops were
hardest hit. The violent electric storm
killed lambs and turkeys. In Winnipeg,
the storm tore down slectric wires,
ripped out trees, and smashed windows
in an operating room in Misericordia
Hospital,

unusually dry on Vancouver Istand,
BC, that the crop of berries was a
complete failure.

when is the most dangsrous
time for lightning to strike:

1) on take-off

2} on landing

3} flying in a cloud with lightning
4) deplaning

5) above the clouds and weather

Angwer on inside back cover

disreputable conduct.” nearby house and twisted a garage wall.
Aphelion 18:11 £DT

100 Years Ago 1917 125 Years Ago 1892 100 Years Ago 1917 75 Years Ago 1942 150 Years Ago 1867 Quiz 125 Years Ago 1892

Powerful winds inflicted considerable 9 Atwister 100 m wide carved a 1 O Acyclong inflicted extensive 1 1 Hailstones as *large as eggs” 1 2 The summer has been so 1 3 in travelling on an airplane, 1 4
path of destruction for 14 km from

A microburst or possible tomado 1 5
moved ESE from Beaverton to
Peterborough, ON. in Otonabee, 8

barng {ost their roofs. In Hastings, a

farmer bringing in a load of hay was 15

m from the barn when the gale struck.

His wagon was overturned, seriously

Injuring him. The terrifled horses dashed
through the fields, smashing the wagon.

The barn and outhouse were a total

wreck.




S MoGh

100 Years Ago 1917

The Edmonton Bulletin (AB)
warned its readers that to avoid

“possible justifiable homicide” at the

hands of their friends, they should not
go around saying, “Is this hot enough
for you?" Temperatures were 30°C in
the shade. Wise pedestrians favoured

16

75 Years Ago 1942

A severe summer storm featuring 1 7
incessant rain, wind, and lightning

tracked across southern Ontarfe. The

storm disrupted communications and

power lines, In Toronto, rain flooded

strests and wind tore down trees.

Lightning hit 2 downtown churches.

2015

Hot, hurmid air and an undercuttlngl 8
cold front produced nasty weather

across southern Québec. Blows

exceeding 70 km/h broke several frees

in the Eastern Townships. Near Rividre-

du-Loup, 75 mm of rain flooded rivers,
forcing the evacuation of 40 homes. In

150 Years Ago 1867

A terrific thunderstorm with 1 9
heavy rain passed over Kingston,

ON. Lightning struck the chimney of

a home, moving the cook stove from

its position, rolling up the floor of the

garret like a scrofl, tearing a hole in the
bedroom wall, and setting the house on

2015

The weather in the Toronto (ON) 2 O
tegion was worthy of a gold

medat during the Pan American and

Parapan American Games. Over 17 days

of competition, the average maximum
temperature between July 10 and 26

was 27.3°C. Only 3 days excesded

100 Years Ago 1917

Three persons lost their lives in 2 1
Pigrreville, QC, in the aftermath of

& severs storm — a mother ang her

2 sons, aged 6 and 10 years. Other
members of the family had a narrow

escape when their house was blown

from its foundation into the flooded river

100 Years Ago 1917
Lightning started a fire that 22
destroyed the Canadian lce

Company at Hudson, GC, and a couple

of residences. Lightning first struck the
higher ice plant and then the wobden

canoe houses, Although recently

drenched in a downpour, the structure

the shady side of the strest and took a A 14-year-old boy was killed and 4 Montréal, fightning struck a cychistin fire. Cutside, the fightning split a large 30°C. 2 hours with 2 humidex above 40. an whose bark # stood. burned fiercely. The clubhouse, which
streetcar for any distance over 2 blocks. members of his family shocked when the side of the head as he stood with stone, hurling a piecs of it 10 m away. There were 14 hours with rain (2 total afew hours before had been the scene

Heat prostrations oceurred hourly, lightning struck their partially completed his bicycle under a tree near the city's of 7.8 mm over 2 days), four hours with of the usual Saturday night dance, was
crowding hospitals. house at Fruitland. Botanical Gardens. fog, and no thunderstorms. quickly destroyed.

Last Quarter .

125 Years Ago 1892 150 Years Ago 1867 150 Years Ago 1867 100 Years Ago 1917 125 Years Ago 1892 75 Years Ago 1942 100 Years Ago 1817

Lightning struck the house of 23 A viplent rainstorm came down 2 4 Residents of Saint John, NB, 2 5 When lightning struck a 2 6 Near Dresden, ON, lightning 2 7 I the worst rainstorm in years 2 8 Foliowing torrential rains, 29
George A. Hatfield of Tusket, NS, in torrents at St. Plerre and cleaned up following the previous farmhouse near Barrie, ON, it instantly kiiled a farmer and in Winnipeg, MB, one man was streams flowing into the

The charge ripped off shingles, Charlesbourg, QC. A bolt of lightning day’s terrific thunderstorm, The left a farmer and his sons stunned. knocked his brother insensible, but he killed when his car crashed into 3 Chaudiére River in Quéhec overflowed,

shattered rafters, and paralyzed a little
boy, before setting the house on fire.

New Moon

100 Years Ago 1917

3 0 The death toil from forest fires in
northern Ontario grew to 300,
wiping out entire families. Pecple

took to canoes, covered them

selves

with wet blankets, and paddied up

the river ahead of the fire.

wenit through & house, tearing up the
foundation. A woman blown out of her
house had her boots ripped off.

25 Years Ago 1992

3 1Southern Ontario experienced
one of its coldest and cloudiest
July’s this century, with14 straight
waskends of rain. Climatologists
blamed it on volcanic ash from last
year's eruption of Mount Pinatubo.

vividness of the lightning was only
surpassed by the loud peals of thunder.
Farm buildings near Colfian Corner were
struck and set on fire. The loss was
huge, including the stock of hay and all
farming implements stored in the barn.

Neighbours had trouble saving them. In
downtown Barrle, the charge strucka
doctor’s house and the spire of Collier
Street Methodist Church.

survived. There were several horses
in the barn and all ware laid flat but
recovered. In Brigden, lightning alse
hit the village Methodist church and
the Methadist church two km away. In
ane commiunity, a boat house, a large
2-storey building, and the skating rink
werg biown down.

concrete safety island during the

height of the downpour, Basements in
downtown buildings were flooded. 5t.
Boniface Hospital reported a blackout of
4 hours' duration. All low underpasses
filled with water. In the St. Charles Hotel,
10 cm of water rose on the polished
dance floor.

damaging scores of houses in Beauce
County. The power house at Chaudiére
was fiooded, stopping all streetcars.
Three bridges were carried away. Scores
of farms disappeared, and dozens of
catte, pigs, and horses drowned. in
downtown Montréal, most buildings had
fiooded cellars.
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100 Years Ago 1917 25 Years Ago 1992 quiz 150 Years Ago 1867 150 Years Ago 1867
Montréal, QC, was the hottestin its 1 A hailstorm battered the towns 2 Of the following countries, which one 3 Heavy rain accompanied by strong 4 One of the worst oil well fires ever in 5
recorded history since 1875, when the of Nobleford and Monarch, near recorded the highest temperature? winds and high tides pushed water Canada occurred in Petrofia, ON. When
thermometer at McGill Observatory Lethbridge, AB. The hail knocked birds 1) Cuba levels so high that dykes all along the the burning oll ran down the creek, a
read 35.6°C. Qutside workers were out of frees and caused extensive 2) Bangladesh ~ Petitcodiac and Shepody rivers in New current of air came rughing in. Inthe
overcome and hospitalized. Horses damage 1o property and crops. Golf 3} New Zealand Brunswick were breached. The schooner centre of the vortex, the whirlwind took
dropped everywhere, but most ball-sized hail was piled as deep as 30 4} Venezuela Quickstep, lying at Mary's Point, was smoke into the heavens like *a roll of
recovered in the shade. However, some cm on area highways. Officials called 5) Canada destroyed. Pogsible tornadic winds wool," and the flames, resembling a fiery
were shot. Dogs also keeled over, and out snowploughs to clear roads. swept through Sackville, inflicting much serpent, whirled 100 m in the air. The
people cailed the SPCA to say that their Answer on inside back cover injury. Gardens were laid waste and awtul sound reserbled artiliery guns,
dogs were mad and should bs shot. trees shorn of their imbs and uprooted.
Royal 81, John's Regatta (NL}
125 Years Ago 1832 150 Years Ago 1867 25 Years Ago 1992 2015 150 Years Ago 1867 25 Years Ago 1992 75 Years Ago 1942
Sir Richard Cartwright left Kingston, 6 This week a mail carrier on his way 7 Weather conditions were ideal for a 8 A summer downpour in eastern Nova 9 in Halifax, NS, a terrible gale 1 0 Ontario residents talked about 1 1 Farmers outside of Rocky 1 2
ON, in a skiff, rowing to his country from St Frangis to Beauce, QC, tornado across southern Ontario. In Scotia made several roads impassable blew for several hours. Most one of the most spectacular Mountain House, AB, worried

home on the St. Lawrence River. A
terrific squall accompanied by hail

and torrents of rain capsized his boat,
throwing him out. Men from the nearby
barracks hurried to his rescue. He was
in the water nearly half an hour with the
storm raging around him.

encountered 3 thunderstorms in an
afternoon and had to scramble from a
good deal of hail that fell.

Markham, a "weak” tornado touched
down briefly, uprooting frees, tearing
the roof off a barn, and knocking over

a tractor trailer. The tornado reached
speeds of 115 km/h, touching down
one km north of Highway 7 just east of
McCowan Road. It tracked eastward for
4 km before lifting.

due to washouts. Rain was coming down
heavily at 14 mm an hour. The heaviest
rainfall occusred in Port Hawkesbury
where 106 mm fell. In Sydney, there was
61 mm of rain, while Ingonish Beach
recorded 97 mm, Margaree Forks 71
mm, and St. Anns 105 mm.

gardens were left disfigured, and the
destruction to greenhouse glass was
extensive. Winds hlew down the frame
of the new Baptist Church. At Wolfville,
the storm made havoc of the beautiful
shade trees around Acadia College.
Apple and plum orchards throughout the
Annapolis Valley were totally destroyed.

lightning displays in recent years,
following a line of severe thunderstorms
over Lake Huron and Georglan Bay
ahead of a strong cold front. High winds,
haavy downpours, hail, funne! clouds,
and tornadoes occurred all day and into
the evening. Tornadoes touched down in
Elora, west of Toronto, in Muskoka, and
eisawhere.

about ominous-looking storm clouds
on the horizon. When winds and hail
arrived, they flattened grain, leaving it
unfit to cut. In St. Albert, hail, coming
down in horizontal shests and sounding
like machine gun firs, damaged crops
and left roads flooded. The blinding
noisy storm frightened women and
children alone in their homes.

most of Newfoundland was now under
a humidex warning. The public was
advised to be cautious when performing
strenuous outdoor activitiss and to drink
plenty of liquids, Fog advisorias were
also in effect for the Avalon Peninsula,

maximum temperatures of 38°C or
more. In August, only four days dide’t
reach 30°C with the longest stretch of
+30° spanning 16 days from August 8
to 23. On August 17, it had the highest
recorded temperature for this period
of 39.4°C.

in the doorway of his uncle’s bam in
Como, QC. He was helding a hay fork in
his hand and this probably attracted the
lightning. The only sign on his body was
his slightly burnt hair, yet the prongs of
the fork were twisted and the door post
was split where the lightning struck.

of a horrific downpour when a dazzling
lightniing storm filled the skies over and
outside the city, On a farm, lightning
struck and destroyed a barn and all the
stored crops. In the Chaudiére Valley,
the river rose 2 m, flooding hundreds
of cellars.

Institute for the Deaf and Dumb in
Montréal, 4C. The storm raged but the
labourer kept working to get his part
done before the raing came. He was still
working when lightning struck a nearby
wire and jumped to him. The Shock
caused him 1o fall to the ground dead.

blackness cut a destructive path,
leveling fences, wheat fields, unroofing
barns and tearing up trées. The storm
demolished the walls of the brick church
being erected.

Civic Day {most regions)
Full Moon o
2015 50 Years Ago 1967 100 Years Ago 1917 100 Yoars Ago 1917 100 Years Ago 1917 150 Years Ago 1867 150 Years Ago 1867
After suffering through a summer 1 3 Far 10 consacutive days, Columbial 4 Lighting killed a 17-year-old boy 1 5 Near Québec, QC, most residents 1 6 Lightning struck a painter working 1 7 In Cumnock, ON, northwest of 1 8 “Yasterday and today we have 1 9
of mostly rain, drizzle, and fog, Gardens near Trail, BC, reported from Toronte who was standing were racovering from the effects at the Sisters of Providence Guelph, a storm of almost inky had very heavy rain, and during

the past night it thundered foudly.
The temperature is now cool, and we
supposs this may be regarded as the
finale to our memorable heat waye."
Quebsc Gazette




Last Luarter

100 Years Ago 1517

Winds fifted part of a grandstand 2 O
roof at the waterfront baseball

grounds in Toronta, ON. It terrified
spectators when winds twisted the

steel flagpole like a jackknife, and

the roof over one stand blew away. A
hundred spectators rushed the diamond,
choosing a drenching rather than

trusting the structure, The huge score

-
150 Years Ago 1867
The captain and crew of the 2 1
schooner Algerine watched
“stupefied with terror” the descent of
an immense meteor into Lake Ontario.
Estimated at about 6 m in diameter, the
meteor let off a large volume of steam
and spray when it hit the water,

100 Years Ago 1917

A possibie hurricane lashed 2 2
Nova Scotia, drowning a dozen

or more people and inflicting untold

damage 10 crops and property. At

Sydney, NS, the gale ripped a large
warehouse off its foundation and

carried it 18 m. In Halifax, the fierce

storm uprooted trees, broke windows,

and hurled debris, Winds wrecked a

25 Years Ago 1992

Snow began falling in southem 23
and central Alberta 2 days earlier.

it was Edmonton's sarliest snowfall

since record-keeping began in 1884.

The weight of the snow broke tree

branches, downed power lines and

caused severe crop damage. The

Alberta feothills and southwestern
Saskatchswan also experienced severg

125 Years Ago 1892
O’Leary, PE, was the scene of 2 4
a fierce *Kansas-type cyclone.”

The wind, accompanied by thunder,

lightning, and rain, flattened several
buildings and stripped a woods of its
greenery. it also carried a man about

300 m. The winds blew 2 unoccupied
houses off their foundations. The houses
moved in opposite directions, possibly

2015

Lightning struck a home in 2 5
Douglas, NB. The bolt struck

the exterior of the house, coming

through the side and up through the

floor and through a wall. No one was

hurt and thera was no fire. But the

charge struck the home's electrical

mast, blowing a bit of the siding off the
residence’s exterior wall.

25 Years Ago 1982

The cool Arctic summer (8th 2 6
coolest from 1948 to 2015)

caused problems for canoeists in the

District of Keewatin, Aircraft were
summoned to pick them up. Naturalists

also observed bears and caribou in

areas they rarely frequent this time

of year. Farther north, ice trapped a

hunting party of 25 from Arctic Bay for

board, recently destroyed in a storm, travelling circus on the city commons. overnight frost. indicating 2 tornadoes. 1 week; they were eventually taken out
was totally wrecked again. by helicopters.
Discovery Day (YT}
New Moon .
75 Years Ago 1942 75 Years Ago 1942 25 Years Ago 1992 1907 50 Years Ago 1967
A thunderstorm caused extensive 2 7 Heavy black storm clouds threw 2 8 Residents of Southern Ontarlo 29 Lighting siruck a residence in 3 O At Yarmouth, NS, fog occurred 3 1
property damage across southern Winnipeg, MB, and surrounding and Québec were still cleaning Carberry, MB, for the second on 85 of the 92 days of June,

Saskatchewan. At Regina, five 26-metre
radio range towers fell, and a large
rounchouse was unroofed. At the
Fairgrounds, winds ripped the roofs off
several bams, a stadium, grandstand,
sheep and swine barns, and a dog show
building. At Rouleau, winds removed
one-third of the roof from the rink.

districts into total darkness before
unieashing thunder and lightning,
torrents of rain, and wind. Lightning
flashes blew out transformers, struck
buildings and set fire to farm homes.
Radio sfations had to use emergency
power or go off the alr for several hours.
Neighbouring dairy farmers gathered to
form a bucket brigade.

up from heavy rains the previous 2 days
from Hurricane Andrew (Category 5

in Florida). Raln acrass southem and
central Ontario flooded several areas,
including Toronto's Don River Valley.
Rainfali was between 100 and 120 mm
in the Eimira and Aurora/Newmarket
areas. Maniwaki, QC, received a record
125 mm of rain.

time in 2 years. The bolt came down

July, and August ~ one of the most

the chimney, ran slong the stovepip
tearing them down, then to the first
floor, connecting through the walf to the
telephone, tearing it into bits. A fittie girl
was asleep in the room where the boit
first entered, and her bed was strewn
with pipes and plaster.

depressing spells of weather in
Canadian history,
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25 Years Ago 1992 1807
Wet weather delayed harvesting 1 A flash of lightning struck the door of 2
opérations across Saskatchewan. Only afarmhouse about 10 km northeast of
23% of the province’s grain crop had Stettler, AB. it tore the door off, killed 4
been cut and just 5% was in the bin, cats under the stove, injured the hired
The delay meant that the swathed grain man, and killed a dog cutside the door.
was beginning 1o sprout, and that mould Though all the family was in the small
was hecoming more widespread each ro0m, no one was hurt. Mother and
day, lowering the quality and yield. daughter said they felt numb for a while.
2015 100 Years Ago 1917 24 Years Ago 1862 25 Years Ago 1992 2015 25 Years Ago 1992 25 Years Ago 1992

The day started cloudy and muggy
over Winnipeg, MB, but the skies soon
darkened and then lit up with near-
cantinuous lightning. It began raining,
and soon streets, parking lots, and
underpasses flooded, leaving stalled
vehicles everywhere, One weather
station observed 80 mm of rain with
peak wind gusts of 90 km/h, Heavy rain
was also reported in Brandon, La Salle,
and Gretra.

3

During a severe electrical storm,
hundreds of fish were killed in the
Moira River about 15 km from Bellevilie,
ON. it was reported that the fish were
gathering in large quantities and were
paralyzed.

4

Haavy snow fell in scuthern and central 5
Alberta, flattening unharvested grain
crops and damaging trees. Nearly 35
cm of wet snow fell in the foothills
around Edson, and 17 to 23 cm in
Rocky Mauntain House, Jasper,

and Whitecourt. Weather forced
postponement of an outdoor concert

at Big Valley where 40,000 psople had
gathered. Widespread frost accurred the
next morning.

This was the second time in Canadian
history that a pagsenger ship crossed
the Northwest Passage from east 1o
west. Throughout this historic voyage,
weather service staff provided regular
weather reports to the ship's crew.

A warm, bumid day prevailed over
southern and central Québec with
temperature records in Rouyn, Gatineau,
and Gaspé. A cold front triggered a
thungerstorm yielding 50 mm of rain
and whipping winds of 110 km/h

that caused 25,000 Hydro-Québec
customers to lose power, Montréalers
enjoyed their warmest September on
record, more than three degrees warmer
than normal.

7

Two devastating summer hailstorms

put the finishing touches on a cold and
wet growing season across southem
Ontario. Peaches, pears, and grapes
were totally bruised or knocked to the
ground. Earlier, fruit producers on the
Niagara peninsula suffered an estimated
$20 iliion in crop damages during a
hailer in August. Crop insurance covered
less than a third of the loss.

8

Lightning hit a man leaving work at

Fort Anne in the Annapedis Valley, NS,
Upon arriving home, he discovered his
driveway washed out, his television
zapped, and the washing machine
behaving strangely due to  lightning
strike. He felt partially to blame because
his well was low and he had prayed

for raln. Near Middleton, a weather
ohserver reported hait 15 mm thick.

9

window and killed her. Winds lifted a
calf 100 m into the air. A stable was
lifted, twisted, then disappeared ina
cloud of dust. A potato crop was dug up.
The twister also sucked the pump out

of a well, depositing It far away. And it
wrecked a car — leaving only 4 new tires.

waters from a glacial lake. A jikuihiaup
occurred under a glacier near Stewart,
BC. It swept away a steel-truss bridge
across the Satmon River, carrying it
downstream several hundred metres
away with a huge amount of gravel.

its decades-long decline. At its minimum
extent, ice in the Arctic Ocean measured
4.41 milfior kmi?, The Northwest
Passage and the Northern Sea Route
simuitaneously opened up again. The
Arctic is warming at two 10 three times
the global average — which means

sea ice has declined about 40 per in 4
dacades.

and Labrador, Hurricane Maria

brought flonding and strong winds

fo the province. Preparations had

begun a week before. Maria was the
13th hurricang to make landfall In
Newfoundland since 1851, and the
second consecutive year a landfalling
hurricane occurred within the province —
a first for the racord books.

River welcomed 100s of visitors
arriving to witness the raising of a new
bridge span. High tide was ideal for
trangporting and raising the structure,
but & calm river was needed to transfer
the span from its ponteons. Operations
were postponed for @ day, despite the
Ioss of tidal advantage.

in the current from a bursting dam.

The outburst washed farm machinery
downriver and drowned sheep, cattle,
and & colt. Rushing water aiso pushed

a hall off its foundation in Meadowvals,
carried a chicken house a km away, and
drowned 350 cockersls and pullets.

Labour Day Full Moon
75 Years Age 1942 50 Years Ago 1967 2015 201 100 Years Ago 1917 75 Years Ago 1942 25 Years Ago 1992
Atornado near Killarney, MB, 1 O Jokuibiaup is an lcelandic term 1 1 Arctic sea ice fell to the fourth- 1 2 One year after Hurricane Igor 1 3 In Québec City, OC, a fierce gale 1 4 Two men drowned at Eastville, 1 5 A mudsiide occurred in 1 6
sucked a woman out her upstairs for an abrupt outburst of fiood lowest leve! on record, continuing ravaged parts of Newfoundland and whitecaps on the St. Lawrence NS, when their camp was caught Summerland, BC, in the Okanagan

Valley. A property owner on North
Lakeshore Drive sustained some
$200,000 in property damage. The
shide wiped out landscaping, a garage, 3
boats, and 2 cars.
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25 Years Ago 1992 2015 Quiz 75 Years Ago 1942 25 Years Ago 1892 75 Years Ago 1942 50 Years Ago 1967 |
Well, it's better late than never, 1 7 Prairie crops and grasslands 1 8 For fang of clouds there is an 1 9 A massive rainstorm hit the 20 A snowstorm felled power lines 2 1 A bright red parachute floating 22 Prince Rupert, BC, reported 23
The temperature In Toronto, ON, improved significantly through association promoting greater Maritimes. In total, Halifax, NS, and brought transportation fo a near Smiths Falls, ON, almost 184 mm of rain and Falls River

felt like a scorching 36°C when
combined with the humidex, making it
seem fike the hottest day of the year.

mid- to late-summer with the arrival
of rain. Parts of Alberta and British
Columbia had a disappointing harvest

awareness of the importance and beauty
of clouds. What is the group called?
1) Clouds R Uis

received 239 mmof rain — a
1-day record for eastern Canada.
Charlottetown, PE, received 164 mm,

standstill across northern Manitoba, At
Thompson, 13 cm of snow fall — within
0.3 ¢m of the September record for the

landed on top of a family car heading to
the cottage. The parents figured the tin
cylinder affixed to the parachute was a

223 mm over 4 days. Needless 10 say,
Highway 16 between Prince Rupert and
Terrace flooded in several logations.

This mini heat wave was the first time ait with poorer quality and less production 2} Cloud Appreciation Society its greatest 1-day rainfall ever, and 275 greatest 1-day snowfall, Wet, heavy bomb. After waiting for some time, the Worst hit was a 3.2 km section between
summer that Metro enjoyed the effects than recent years. Manitoba fared better 3) Anti-Blue Skyers mm over four days. The storm total at snow and 75 km/h winds sent trees hugband retrieved the package, tagged Diana Creek and Prudhomme Lake. CNR
of warm southwesterly winds from the because rainfall was ample and timely. 4) Cioudspotters Anonymous Steflarton, NS, was 350 mm. smashing into power lines, leaving many “Property of the US Weather Bureau.” reported several washouts.
Guif of Mexico. Ever optimistic, farmers were happy to 5) Daydreamers northern residents without electricity, The instruction tag promised the finder

have at least seeded a crop that was a crisp dollar bill if the spent weather

worth harvesting. Answer on inside back cover bailoon was retumed.

New Moon Q Rosh Hashana Autumn Equinox 16:02 EDT

25 Years Ago 1992 2011 ¢ 75 Years Ago 1942 150 Years Ago 1867 25 Years Ago 1992 150 Years Ago 1867 2015
Aweek of thundersiorms 2 4: Edmontonians endured the 2 5 A sudden storm burst upon a 2 6 Hay and root crop ylelds in 2 7 Rain drenched the Terrace/ 2 8 A strong gale blew from the 29 At the end of September, tropical 3 0
occurred across the Muskoka/ hottest day of the year with a fleet of barges carrying food and southern Ontario were poor Kitimat regions of British Columbia. northwest into Sarnia, ON, storm-sized rainfalis of 175 mm
Haliburton cottage district north of record of 32°C, partially making up fuel, tractors and bulldozers on Great due to dry weather and weevils. in the previous 4 days, the area received preventing upward-bound vessels occurred acrass New Brunswick.

Toronto, ON. Torrential downpours
betwaer 100 and 150 mm caused

local fisoding and sudden lake and river
rises. The East River, north of Huntsville,
rose by nearly 3 m. Currents in soma

of the connecting rivers and channels
became unusually strong and a hazard
to boaters.

for a drizzty summer. The sweltering
temperatures fed a wildfire in northern
Alberta that forced police to close one of
the busiest roadways in the province to
Fort McMurray.

Slave Lake, NT. The wind increased,
pifirg the barges on top of one another
as they sank in the inky take. When
morning came, the crew iocated the
barges minus their expensive cargo,
which was lost untll spring break-up.

over 180 mm, and by the end of the
wagk Kitimat had 311 mm. The heavy
rain triggered flooding that led fo
considerable property damage. Several
families in Lakelse Lake had to be
evacuated due to rising water.

from moving into Lake Huron and
causing downward boats to seek

refuge in port. Several boats sustained
damage, making it necessary to lay over
for a few days in Sarnia for repairs.

More than a month’s worth of rain fell in
5 howrs, flooding roads, closing schools,
and forcing evacuation. Fredericton’s
128 mim of rain was the second heaviest
single-day deluge in its history, At

Hoyt, sections of roads and culverts
disappeared and brooks ran wide,
damaging bridges.
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100 Years Ago 1917

Under a southwest gale, the Petitcodiac 1
River reached Its highest level in 20

years, Dykes came down and the lower

part of the city of Moncton, NB, flooded.
Great waves swept across roads and

high waters interrupted train services
throughout the day. The daily express

100 Years Ago 1317

An Aboriginal agent at Bella Coola, BC,
reported a washout 5 km up the Bella
Coola River. The flood was triggered by
a warm westerly wind and 36 hours of
rain that led to a mountain snowpack
melt, The greatest damage occurred
on the Neclestscunny River, which

2

1994

After a storm dumped 50 em of snow
on parts of southern Alberta, schools
closed, power lines were knocked out,
and driving becare hazardous. Snow
drifts near the Milk River were 1.5 m
high. The blizzard briefly delayed trucks
carrying stage equipment for the Rolling

3

25 Years Ago 1992

Afire started when sawamill workers 4
near Elk Lake, ON, were burning brush,

The flames spread rapidly in high winds,
engulfing villages, outlying farms,

and iumber camps from Haileyhury to
Englehart. Forty-three people died and
6,000 were left homeless. Damage

25 Years Ago 1992

Avicious 2-day wind and rain storm 5
struck the Avalon Peninsula, NL, leaving
hundreds of residents without electricity.
Buildings, boats, and wharves suffered
extensive damage. Hurricane-force

winds and torrential rain ripped the roof

oft Bishops College in St. John's. A

50 Years Ago 1967

Ucluelet, BC, recorded a single-day
rainfall of 489.2 mm, the greatest ever
in Canada. The deluge washed out
logging roads, forcing camps and the
Kennedy Lake mining operation to close.
A mudslide near Long Beach cut off

the Wickaninnish nn and 12 houses.

6

1934

Heavy rains in the BC interior caused
severe flooding along the Bella Coola
River. The largest flood in 60 years
washed out bridges and roads. in some
homes, the water was a metre deep.
Mail had to be taken to Hagensborg by
backpack. Flood waters destroyed barns

7

more suffered severe injury, and 2,000
people were left homeless, stripped of
everything they possessed. The Ottawa

Labrador {NL) coast. Thirty-seven lives
and 27 vessels were lost. The famous
seal captain William Jackman rescued

by adverse weather, resulted from a
cloudburst of Biblical proportions of
rain, equal to an entire average monthly

Northwest Pagssage, arriving at Halifax,
NS, 2 years after leaving Vancouver,
BC, on 23 June 1940. The temperature

making it difficult for farmers to water
their cattle. In some cases, farmers had
to drive their stock long distances to the

BC, leading to overloaded culverts
and flooded basements, and caused
manhole covers to pop up. More than

train statled 4t Sackville, NB, with overflowed its banks and flooded the Stones concert that night in Edmonton. exceaded $6 million, hospital roof was also damaged, as was Thousands of yards of "muddy soup” and root houses and drowned chickens
washouts on both sides of the track, townsite, including stores, the hospital, With temperatures climbing to 20°C, the province's only drive-in movie, which came down at the entrance to Long and pigs. Along the coast, rough seas
schoothouse, and agent offices, early snows became meltwater. had survived for 20 years. Beach, creating a large debris flow. caused several groundings.
Fult Moan o
1897 150 Years Ago 1867 150 Years Ago 1867 75 Years Ago 1942 150 Years Ago 1867 50 Years Ago 1967 25 Years Ago 1392
Bush fires raged across eastern 8 The Great Labrador Gale was one of 9 A 2-day stoppage in apple and 1 O The St. Roch under Sergeant 1 1 A drought throughout Lambton 1 2 Heavy runoff caused storm 1 3 Possibly the latest annual toreadic 1 4:
Ontario. Nine lives were lost, many the worst storms ever along the potato harvesting, already delayed Henry A. Larsen completed the Caunty, ON, dried up wells, sewers to back up in Vancouver, event ever documented in the

Maritimes occurred when 3 tornadic
funne! clouds touched down during a
thunderstorm near Pigeon Hill in north-

Wingham, ON, and damaged a foundry.
In Mount Pleasant, a new brick foundry
hadt its Iron roof blown off, and part of
the walls fell in, breaking machinery and
implements. The storm also damaged
stoops, chimneys, fences, signs, and
outhouses in Port Calborne, and washed
away 130 metres of the west pler.

.Yukon. The last passenger steamer

of the year from Dawson salled for
Whitehorse with 150 passengers
aboard for Vancouver and Seattle,
inctuding many prominent Kiondykers
and a number of dredge and hydraulic
{abourers who had finished their
$eason’s work.

part of the province. Snow fell
constantly, driven by a moderate gale,
Streets were covered with the snow
and ice peflets. There was no snow in
Edmonton, only that covering trains
coming from elsewhere. Meanwhlle, it
was dark and cold in the capital city.

aman from Green Lake, ON, told his 2
daughters to stay inside while he tended
{0 the sheep. As he drove the sheep into
the yard, lightning struck and killed him
instantly. No trace was visible on his
body except for his singed head and a
small hote in his hat.

what would they do?

1) change direction

2} shout and beat drums

3) drop anchar

4} head for the galley

5) fire cannons at the spout

Answer on inside back cover

foundations with the force of the gale.
A blinding flagh of lightning struck and
shattered a chimney in High Park. The
bodt travelied inside into the stovepipe
hole. The glass in a picture hanging on
the opposite wall broke into fine pleces
and scattered. The plaster bulged and
cracked in several places.

City councit donated $1,000 to a rellef 27 people, mostly women, from certain rainfall. The deluge flonded low-lying on arrival was identical to the day of St. Clair River for water. 500 calls were received from stranded eastern New Brunswick.
fund and the local paper opened a death aboard the Sea Clipper. Twenty- fields. One station recorded 72 mm of departure; 10°C, overcast skies, and a motorists and people whose homes
subscription list that received generous seven times he waded into the icy gulf rain in 30 hours. trace of rain. were flooded. Flash floods chased a
support. waters and huge waves 1o carry each BC Telephone Co. cable splicer out of a

victim to safety on his back. work trench, leaving 1,500 telephones

out of service.

Thanksgiving Day Last Quarter .
1886 100 Years Ago 1917 100 Years Ago 1517 125 Years Ago 1892 auiz 1905 100 Years Ago 1917
A recent gale-force wind blew 1 5 The first snow of the season fell 1 6 Calgary, AB's first snowstorm of 1 7 During a severe storm with 1 8 When early mariners would see a 1 9 In Torento, ON, it was a wild 2 0 Floods swept away every bridge 2 1
down the roller skating rink in the previous night across the the season swept the southern terrible thunder and lightning, waterspout (tornado over water} night. Houses shook fo their for 100 km up the Bella Coola

Valley in British Columbia, Much
property damage was inflicted by the
storm.
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CPR and CNR main line fraing in 22
the west were snowbound. In the

vicinity of Medicine Hat, AB, and Mapie
Creek, 8K, the snow was 3 m deep in

places. The storm was one of the worst

in western history, tying up rait traffic for
days. Such a terrible blizzard 50 early in

the season was almost without paraliel.

25 Years Ago 1992
Flooding occurred in Pemberton, 23
BC, after Ryan Creek breached

a dyke, Fiood waters submerged the
airport and the golf course. During high
waler, a washout on the Meager Creek
Road stranded 14 vehicles, trapping 20
people. Water rose 30 cm deep along
the Squamish Valley Road and into the
subdivision where it collectad in some
{ow-lying front and back yards.

1908

Tetrible stories of suffering came 2 4
from ranches in southern Alberta

and Saskatchewan following a recent
storm. Near Cypress Hills, SK, one
rancher had to abandon his flock of
sheep when he was unable to locate the
camp. His hired hand had to carry him
unil finally, after 60 hours without food
or sleep, the rancher urged him to leave
him on the trail.

1999

Eyewltnesses at Port Rexton, NL, 2 5
reported the harbour emptied of

water, then a wall of water 2 m high
rushed back in, taking away the main
wharf. The dramatic rise and faltin
water levels continued all evening.
Speculation ranged from a seiche or
wind/pressure pushing the water in and
out, unusual tides, underwater landslide,
subterranean earthquake, or Tropical
Storm Jose.

1857

A farmer and his son from Magog, 26
£0, noticed that before a rain

shower on thig day, their cattle acted
strangely. The frightened fivestock ran to

the river's edge and stood together until

the storm passed, bellowing furiously

all the while.

1893

Halifax, NS, firemen were busy 2 7
as high winds (70 km/h) and

rain (60 mm) caused flooding, downed
wires and trees, and triggered electrical
outages throughout the city. Wind gusts
up to 180 km/h were clocked at Grant
Etang, on the west coast of Cape Breton
Istand. The storm prompted cancellation
of ferry services and led to serious
fiooding in the Sackville area.

First Quarter

1921

Forty people died in Britannia 2 8
Beach, BG, in some of the most
catastrophic flooding ever. Half of the
110 freshiy-painted cottages were
washed away on the crest of the flocd.
Survivors said that the worst part of the
disaster was the crying of the injured or
hewildered villagers. One man climbed
onto the roof of his hause that was
Bobbing about in Howe Sound.

2015

Hurricane Patricia, the most 29
intense tropical cyclone ever

recorded in the Western Hemisphere,
came ashore on Mexico’s west coast

on Oetober 23, and reached eastern
Canada a week later. The storm
drenched southern Ontario with 60 mm
of rain, Wind gusts as bigh as 100 km/h
blew along with strong tides, causing
coastat flooding, especially in Percé, QC,
where the promenade was destroyed.

100 Years Ago 1917

Hearing the door of an outbuilding 3 0
slamming in the wind, a farmer

from Clinton, PE, ventured out o fagten

it. As he finished the job, the entire

building came down on him, breaking

his leg. He might have died had not a

ferrific qust sprung up immediately to lift
the debris away.

2012

Without any warning except for 3 1
heavy showers and strong winds

of 90 km/h, an FO tornado occurred

in Mont Laurier, GC. Twisting winds
destroyed an old barn, road signs, and a
house was partly demolished by a flying
trampoline.

L oAbt sy
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25 Years Ago 1992 75 Years Ago 1942 150 Years Ago 1867 150 Years Ago 1867
in Ontario’s Niagara Peninsula, lack of 1 AUS Army Air Force amphibious plane 2 A couple living in the station master's 3 A strong gale hit southern Ontario, 4
heat and sunshine during the growing went down in rough weather in the house on Front Street in Toronto, ON, causing several ship-sinking disasters
season affected the grape harvest, eastern Gulf of St. Lawrence, killing narrowly escaped being crushed in their and buiiding losses. Winds downed
causing siow maturation and poor 5 crew members, Their bodies were bed when their 3-m-high chimney fell several vessels on Lake Ontarlo with the
sugar content. Further, it was the latest recovered 80 years later when divers during a windstorm. The woman had loss of cargo and at least one life. On
harvest on record, with Parks Canada came across the gone upstairs, intending to go to bed, Lake Michigan, the Chiaftain was a total
underwater wreckage. Sonar data but then returned downstairs because logs after being driven ashore.
Indicated the seaplane was in good she had forgotten something. While she
condition and that human remaings were was downstairs, the chimney crashed
present. through the roof,
Alf Saints’ Day Fult Moon e
2015 2015 quiz 25 Years Ago 1992 2012 28 Years Ago 1992 2015

Across southern and sastern Ontario, 5
the fall season was the third warmest

tn 68 years. At Toronto Pearson

International Airport, it was the warmest

Acold front swapt across Québec from
west to sast, High winds up to 100
km/h caused ree damage and power
outages north of the St. Lawrence

6

Cold feet affect 10% of the population 7
and woman more than men. How many

times more often do women suffer from

cold feet?

weather — days of rain and winds
-~ was “the worst known in 50 years.” A
farge debris slide covered an area 12 m
desp and 180 m wide, Cattle and horses
drowned, and rain washed away the
potato and hay crops. People suffered
from the coid and lack of food. When
news reached England, substantial

help came.

Ontario, bringing heavy raln to ]- 3
the south, snow to the north, and
hurricane-force winds along the shores

of the lower lakes. Winds uprooted

trees, snapped branches, and downed

power lines, leaving some areas in

Muskoka without electricity for 5 days.

The same storm caused L ake Erie levels
torise 1 min 1 hour with much flooding.

Victoria, BC, experienced a 8
thunderstorm with smalt hail. On

average, the BC capital gets only 3
thunderstorms per vear and, statisticatly,

A Colorado low dumped 25 cm of 9
snow with freazing rain in near-whiteout
conditions across southern Manitoba.

At the Canadian Tire store, there

A storm dumped 15 to 25 cm of 1 O
heavy, wet snow in southeastern

Manitoba. In Winnipeg, travel and power
interruptions were common. Passengers

Work crews sandbagged stretches 1 1
of property along the exposed

Pacific coast to guard against flooding,
storm surges, and king tides at the

Alberta reported “a foot of snow,” ]_ 4

delaying further farming until spring.
Forty centimetres of snow fell in
Edmanton, AB — its fargest snowstorm
in history. Temperatures of -25°C and
stiff winds intensified the misery. Most
citizens never got 1o work or school.
Most serious was the lack of coal,
already rationed to prevent pipes from
freezing.

from a huge blizzard, News of 1 5

the storm knocked war coverage from
the top of the front page. Three people
died in the storm, 2 from overexertion
through deep drifts and 1in a car
accident. Streetcar and bus service
haited. Onty 1 car managed 10 travel
Jasper Avenue from the west end to the
city centre,

killed when tormadoes that kifled ]- 6

7 in New York State rushed the province.
Winds of more than 200 kmi/h blew the
roof off a St-Hilaire shopping mall. The
tornado continued down the main street,
shattering windows, knocking down
trees, unroofing buildings, overturning
cars, and leaving 100,000 Hydro-
Québec customers without power.

woke up to a thick blanket of snow‘]- 7

Much of the province skidded, spun, and
grumbled its way to work and school,
Near Lumsden, traffic siowed to a crawl
after a semi-traller truck jackknifed. The
storm also wreaked havoc on streets
and highways in and around Winnipeg,
MB.

September-to-Nevember period on River, At Fermont, Schefferville, and 1) 2 times less than one day with hail. was & 4-hour wait 1o have snow tires pitched in to get 50 Winnipeg Transit end of the year. The first storm hit with
record. Temperatures climbed above Chibougamau, tree branches fell across 2) 3times installed — the previous week it took no buses stuck in snowdrifts back into perfect timing, bringing a nasty mix of
20°C, breaking records from Windsor highways. In Témiscamingue, winds 3) 4 times time. Sales of shoveis, snaw hiowers, service, Winnipeg international Airport wind, snow, and rain that swept across
to North Bay with both cities pushed over barns, and at the Gouin 4) 6 times and sleds were also brisk. Heavy snow was closed for several hours after a jet the South coast. Winds of 130 km/h and
approaching 24°C. Reservoir, the force lifted cottages off 5) half as many clogged streets and left many vehicles skidded off the runway. rain amounts of 130 mm left thousands

the ground and snapped trees. stuck or sliding dangerously. of residents without power.

Answer on insite back cover

Daylight Saving Time Ends Last Quarter fAemembrance Day
100 Years Ago 1917 25 Years Ago 1992 75 Years Ago 1942 75 Years Ago 1942 1989 20m 1929
In Inverness, BC, the foul 1 2 A figree autumn storm struck Farming districts in northern Edmonton, AB, slowly recovered In Richmond, (C, a man was Most Saskatoon, SK, residents

An undersea 7.2 earthquake off 1 8
the Grand Banks (NL} friggered a
tsunami that killed 27 people on the
Burin Peninsuta. The 5-m “lidal wave”
left the harbour filled with cabbages
from a summer harvest. Potatoes,
salt cod, herring, salmon, barrels of
pork and beef, jams and pickles, and
firawood for winter were lost. Nobody
heard about it for 4 days because of
downed telegraph lines.




2015

Warm southerly air pushed right 1 9
across Baffin lsland, NU, bringing
unseasonable warmith and rain info the

area. At times this week, Pangnirtung
recorded similar ternperatures to

Toronto, ON, at 6°C. Atthough the alr

was warm, slippery roads made for
dangerous driving, prompting school
closures.

100 Years Ago 1917
Flooding ruined everything in the 20
mission at Alyansh, BC, including

a winter’s supply of provisions that

had just been stored. The missionary’s
printing office was completely
submerged, reducing precious books,
including the backwoods library, to a
muddy pulp. The people suffered much
from the cold winter and the lack of
proper food.

i
25 Years Ago 1992 !
A storm pounded Vancouver 2 1
Island, BC, with hurricane-force
winds. North of Nanaimo, winds ripped
300 boats loose from their moorings,
plled them up, then beached them,
causing about $4 million damage. Trees
and fences blew down, roofs lifted off,
and power outages occurred. Rough
seas and 3- 10 4-m waves pounded
Victoria's waterfront, prompting beach-
front corridors to close.

2015

Repetitious November storms 22
ushered in by cold frontat weather

systems pleased skiers in British

Columbia and Aiberta as most resorts
opened earlier with deep snows. Several
resorts reported over half their runs

open, ralsing hopes of a much better

snow season than those experienced

over the last 2 years.

150 Years Ago 1667
The thickest fog that ever 2 3
enveloped Fredericton, NB,

enshrouded the city, )t was a fog that

might be seen and felt, and into which
people disappeared as i plunging into

outer darknass.

150 Years Ago 1867

Bound for Le Havre in France, 2 4
through the spray of 2 heavy

gale, the L.C. Owen sighted a ship

named the Morwoed sinking in the North
Atlantic. After a difficult 30-hour rescue,

the L0, Owen was able to bring ali 25

crew members 1o safety.

_—_—
75 Years Ago 1942
Whipped by 90 km/h winds, 25
the worst storm of the "young®
winter roared through Québec. Details
of the storm were withheld for more
than a week, owing to war-time
security measures. Drifts blocked
roads and highways, delayed trains,
digrupted communications, and slowed
commerce. Along the Gaspé coast, a
tidal wave swept into the fishing village
of Riviere-au-Renard.

150 Years Ago 1867
“After the fog and rain and mud 2 6
of the 2 past days, the weather A
tuday has been more agreeable. We

are sure, however, that the farmers are
grateful for the rain that has fallen, and
no doubt would have been glad of a
continuance for a day or two longer, in
order that their exhausted wells might be
fully replenished before winter sets in.”
Quebgc City Gazette

Eirst Quarter

1898

The worst storm in years in the 2 7
Halifax, NS, area lay waste to the
harbour as huge waves broke over

the wharves. Damage to small craft
and marine property was enormous.
Electric and telephone wires became
tangled and twisted all over the city. In
Saint John, NB, the brick chimney of
St. Luke's Episcopal Church was blown
down, There was no evening service.

100 Years Ago 1917
In the Yukon, temperatures 2 8
dipped to -40°C with a biting

north wind. Horses were too sick to
work. Three northerners succumbed o
the “Frast King” - their bodies stark and
stiff beside the trail. An accompaniment
10 the cold weather was thick fog, se
“panetrating it congested one's lungs

to breathe the frost-laden particles and
50 cold it congealed the very marrow In
the bones.”

150 Years Ago 1867

The long-continued drought 29
with strong prevalling winds

contributed to fires in Chatham, NB.

Fiames spread rapidly and fire broke

out around 11 a'clock. In a short time,

the whole block of buildings on the

south side of King Street was totally
destroyed, together with several houses

In the square.

150 Years Ago 1867
During a gale, the ship Stag 3 O
dropped anchor in the St.

Lawrence River, near Trois-Pistoles, QC.
The following day, surrounding ice cut
her bow. Two days later she went down
with a load of grain and 300 tonnes of
government rifles. The crew launched

2 life boats: the mate and 23 men in
one boat and the captain, pliot, second-
mate, and 6 men in the other.
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50 Years Ago 1967 125 Years Ago 1892
Winds gusting up 10 97 km/h caused 1 Passengers who arrived from the 2
widespread damage and power outages West Coast by steamer reported the
in Prince Rupert, BC. Portions of a roughest weather in months. The high
highway were submerged when the wind winds packed rain, ice pellets, and
whipped high tides across the road. snow. More than 35 cm of snow fell at
Qut at sea, the Canadian weathership Alberni, BC, A few feet of the mizzen
Quadrs was damaged during hurricane- mast appearing above the water was all
force winds gusting up to 160 km/h. that marked the location of Ericsson, or
Weathership Papa reported 15 m waves. what was once that ship.
amz 25 Years Ago 1992 25 Years Ago 1992 150 Years Ago 1867 100 Years Ago 1917 150 Years Ago 1867 100 Years Ago 1917

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, has the
coldest winter among national capitals.
Where is the second coldest?

1) Reykjavik, lceland

2) Moscow, Russia

3) Astana, Kazakhstan

4) Omsk, Siberia

5) Ottawa, Canada

3

Heavy snow mixed with ice fell in 4
Toronto, ON. The weight of snow and

ice snapped tree limbs that fell on

numerous power fines, cutting service

1o thousands of residents, Over 2 days,

the storm took its toll on Mount Pleasant
cemetery, snapping limbs, splitting

trunks and blowing over 100s of trees

Astorm in Nova Scotia dropped 268

cm of snow on Sydney and generated
winds gusting to 117 km/h at St. Paul
Istand. The storm knocked out power
and forced the closure of highways and
the canceliation of ferry services. In
Newfoundiand, the storm caused near-
blizzard conditions along the west coast

5

A severe windstorm in southwestem
Ontario sank 2 ships in the St.

Clair River. Buildings lost roofs,

harns blew down, and fences were
scattered. In Plympton, ON, a tree
crashed onto a school shortly after
the teacher dismissed the children
early, A concerned school trustee had

6

Following the Halifax (NS} explosion
triggered by a ship colfision, a blizzard
struck with 41 ¢m of snow ang winds

of 58 km/h, The disaster killed 1,630
people, injured 9,000, and left 6,000
homeless. The wind blew away recovery
tents and rain drenched the occupants.
Victims spent the night in open fields.

7

A farge ship with a cargo of timber 8
grounded in the St. Lawrence River

near Gaspé, GC. Thirteen crew

members drowned. Ten others struggled
ashore on floating timber but were

badly frozen. Crews from other ships
delivering winter supplies at the time

were also badly frostbitten in the -25°C

A blizzard with gale-force winds in
bitter cold air pummelied Toronto, ON,
for 2 days, causing problems for horges.
{ne "jockey” had to throw ashes under
ahorse’s front feet so it could grip the
pavement, A horse hitched 10 a coal
wagon and blinded by snow stampeded
over the sidewalk and haited within a

9

newly built addition to the Rolling Mills
plant. A fine residence on Fifth Strest
lost part of its roof, Some contend that
the gale was a forerunner of the Uinion
Government's clean sweep announced a,
few hours later.

had the effect of eliminating all unitawful
acts as the police reported not a single
offence against the laws had occurred.

westward, leaving the Niagara River
and its tributaries at their lowest ever.
The steamer Infernational, which draws
about 2 m of water, could not effect

a landing, forcing passengers 1o use
{adders to get on and off.

Soldiers were hired to assist in removing
the wood and iumber supplies. The
floating ice soon became stationary,
Fears were also raised that severity of
the weather would interfere with the
city's water supply.

take, read and appropriate newspapers
without paying for them, will soon be
favoured with some good sleighing. It
has been snowing since Saturday, one
flake every minute, and .. lcertamly
cover the ground before spr ng..” The
Evening Journal, 8t. Catherines

Freezing rain storms of unusual violence
brought down miles of telegraph poles.
Special trains were dispatched with
repalr gangs, but it took weeks to
restore services and communications.

and shrubs in the cemetery’s collection and the northern peninsula. persuaded the reluctant teacher to Rescuers were forced to turn from life- cold and had to be carried ashore. foot of a huge glass window.

Answer on inside back cover of exotic and domestic species. dismiss the schoot just minutes before saving to recovery operations.
the tree came down.

Full Moon ﬁ'
100 Years Age 1917 150 Years Ago 1867 150 Years Ago 1867 150 Years Ago 1867 150 Years Ago 1867 100 Years Ago 1917 1929
At noon, a fierce northerly w 1 O The thermometer at Sarnia, ON, 1 1 A severg drought reduced water 1 2 In Montréal, QC, workers 1 3 “It is now all but certain that 1 4 A store took down telegraph 1 5 Qld-timers declared that the 1 6
passed over Redcliff, AB, Ii read 18 below zero (-28°C). Along in the Erie Canal in Ontario to andeavoured to clear the wharves the good ... people of the Niagara lines from British Columbia to deepest snow in 20 years
the roof off the old Ornamental ron with a keen north wind, the coid in the record-low levels. A strong north- hefore ice covered them, The St. Peninsula [ON], as well as the Manitoba, entirely isolating western blanketed Waterton National Park and
building. Winds also blew away the streets was frightful. The bitter weather easterly gale sent Lake Erie waters Lawrence River was rising rapidly. scallywags and sinners, and those who residents from the outside world, the whole Southern Alberta mountain

area. Snow 2 m deep piled up. Park
wardens reported that the swimming
pool collapsed under the tremendous
snow accumuiation, completely
demolishing the structure. The dance
pavilion was slightly damaged.




-
25 Years Ago 1992
By morning, 60 cm of snow had 1 7
accumutated on the road to Port
Alice, BC, with 40 cm on the road fo
Holberg in winter’s first major snowfall
on Vancouver Istand, More significant
amounts occurred inland and over
higher elevations, Most logging

150 Years Ago 1867

At around 3:00 am, an earthquake 1 8
was felt from Hamilton, ON, to

Montréal and Trois-Rivigres, GC. The

tremor lasted only about a minute, and

was strong enough to shake bulldings,

make dishes rattle, and arouse people
from their sleep.

25 Years Ago 1092

Heavy snowfalls occurred in 1 9
southern and central BC. At

Vancouver, 18 cm of snow feff in

the first 12 hours of the storm, delaying
flights from Vancouver International

Airport. Four people died when

whiteouts reduced visibility to nil on

75 Years Ago 1942

It was cold in Fort Selkirk, MB, 20
with temperatures below -40°C.

When a woman wenf outside fo check

her dog, “Sheep,” a big black head

emerged from the kennel, Thinking it

was somecne else's dog, she tried to

chase it away, A huge gray wolf witha

150 Years Ago 1867
Information was sketchy, but 2 1
possibly as much as 80 mm of

freezing rain fefl in Ontario near eastern
Lake Erie and western Lake Ontario.

The next day, temperatures rose above

the freezing mark, melting much

of the accumulated glaze. If afl the

60 Years Ago 1967

A snowstorm delayed air traffic 22
in and out of Vancouver, BC. In

Nanaime, schools closed. Elsewhere,

rain and snow-metting temperatures
triggered widespraad floods. Freezing

rain tumed Fraser Canyon highways

into “ribbons of ice,” stranding cars

25 Years Ago 1992
Aweather system brought 23
64 mm of rain to Prince Rupert,

BC, causing 300 avalanches and debris
flows. A massive ice jam in the Bulkley

River near Smithers caused waiers to

rise dangerously. Pack ice backed up

quickly upsiream. A couple of days later,

companies had not already shut down Highway 97 near Quesnel, trap hanging on one foot stepped out. precipitation was freezing rain, then this everywhere. Eleven Greyhound buses careening ice blocks 3- to 4-km long
when the snow storm hit. Old “Shesp” stood in front of his kennel would be the record to fail in one day failed fo reach Vancouver, leaving forced water levels 3 m above normal,

1o protect his friend. in Ontario. [Adapted from writings of hundreds of passengers stranded. prompting 50 residents to evacuate.

Malcolm Geast]
New Moon . Last Day of Hanukkah Winter Soistice 11:28 £8T

25 Years Ago 1992 2005 100 Years Ago 1917 100 Years Ago 1917 75 Yoars Ago 1942 150 Years Ago 1867 25 Years Ago 1992
Before Christmas, eyewltnesses 2 4 In Calgary, AB, it was more like 25 Fort Smith, NT, ecorded a 2 6 A 3-day freezing-rain storm 2 7 In one of the worst freezing-rain 2 8 From Hudson's Bay Company 2 9 Since Christmas Day, a cold 3 O
reported seeing a berth of sea ice Christmas in Hawaii, with plenty temperature of -57.2°C, which began in BC's lower Fraser Valiey. storms to hit sastern Ontario, records at Fort Chimox (now snap left Edmonton, AB,

estimated at 2 million tonnes drifting
slowly eastward across the mouth of
Congeption Bay, NL.

Christmas Eve

31

50 Years Ago 1967

At the Centennial Flame
inauguration on Parliament Rill,
Prime Minister Lester Pearson lit
the flame with a torch. it didn't
go out unti 40 years later for
renovations.

New Yaar™s Fup

of bright sunshine and a daytime

high temperature of 14.7°C, just shy

of breaking a 20-year-old record.
Residents strolled without jackets and
ran without shirts. Firefighters had to
warn people not to glide on dangerously
hin ice.

Christmas Day

remains today as the lowest termperature
ever recorded in the Northwest
Terrtories. The afternoon temperature
warmed 10 2 “balmy” -47.8°C.

Boxing Day
First OQuarter

Ice accumulated on wires to a thickness
of 10 ¢m. Chilliwack was without hydro
for weeks, and power was not restored
to the interurban raitway unfil February.
Telegraph poles snapped, hurling wires
1o the ground and into the Fraser River.
Thousands of fruit trees lay broken and
shattered on the ground.

30 mm of ice brought the area to a
standstilf for days. It was a mass of
tangled wires and trees with ice as
thick as a person's wrist. The “ice blitz”
hit Cornwall, knocking out electricity,
telephone, and telegraph service for

10 days, and it took months to refum
essential services to customers.

Kuujjuag, NU): “Everything was crisp
and cracking with frost, Qur very dogs
are yelling with cold and water freezing
alongside our stoves filled with fire
wood. The idea of 3 months morg of
such weather was not very cheering.
Men hauled home fire wood and we
were burning it as fast as they could
bring it.”

enveloped in a thick, grey fog, formed
when water vapour from heating
systems turned into ice crystals in the
frigid air, The fog was so thick in parts
of the gity that the sun was rarely seen.
One woman claimed, “It’s 5o cold that
my hair spray froze on the way to work.”




WEATHER QUIZ ANSWERS

January: J) batkecountry skiers
February: 2) snowshoeing

March: 2) sleet
Aprii: 4) cloudy or overcast skies

May: 1) a sunny day

Juna; 1) Quentin

July: 4) depianing

Augusl: 5) Canada
September;  2) Cloua Appreciation Society
Dclober: 5) fire cannons at the spout

November: 4) 5times

December:  3) Astana, Kazakhstan






