
Displaying old 
weather instruments 
just part of this 
technician's job 

We might call Tom Hacking "the curator" of 
AES's pnze anbque weather instruments col
lection. But he denies that his connection 
with It Is either unique or important. In fact his 
custod1ansh1p came as part of his meteor
ological technician's job. But the truth is, he 
has an 1nsat1able hobbyist's appetite for just 
this kind of work. He loves to tinker with old 
instruments, re-assemble them, admire 
them and talk about them. A number of AES 
personnel have contributed as much if not 
more than he has. He mentions their names 
with warmth - Pat Connor, Ron Miller, Percy 
Saltzman, Bill McNaughton, Frank Harris 
and his colleagues in the Instrument Shop 
(ACSS). 

Still, Tom is presently in charge of main
taining and increasing the collection and as 
things stand knows as much about antique 
weather instruments as anybody. 

The core of the present collection was 
found one day "in an attic" at Met Service's 
old Bloor Street headquarters. The idea of 
refurbishing th is attic collection and turning it 
into an exhibit was, if Tom remembers cor
rectly, ACSM chief Pat Connor's. "It was a 
centennial project - a contribution to the 
celebrations that marked, in 1971 , the 100th 
anniversary of Canada's weather service." 

Tom was born in Blackpool, England. 
He and his wife emigrated to Canada in 
1952. He wants us to believe as a plain mat
ter of fact that in Blackpool they flipped a 
coin to decide between Canada, Kenya, 
and Australia. 'We were young and adven
turous in 1952 and had complete faith in flips 

of a cotn. • As a result of thetr flipped ron, the 
young ImmIgrants emerged from Toronto 
Union Stahon with no contacts in the crty 
whatsoe.ler. But there was a tax, stand at the 
curb right In front of them and the driver 
sped them off to an inexpensive hotel. The 
next morning, the nearby immigration office 
sent Tom out to Avro Aircraft in Malton. While 
sitting around waiting to be interviewed, his 
wife landed a job at Avro's reception desk. 
Tom was startled to hear her voice on the PA 
summoning him to the interview! 

In those days, Avro had its ups and 
downs and so in 1961 Tom came to AES's 
predecessor and he has been here ever 
since. 

Tom Hacking 

Returning to antique weather instru
ments - Tom admires an old Kew 
Photographic Barograph and Thermo
graph. These two instruments are unique 
and of great historical interest and value to 
the AES. They had been in continuous ser
vice at the old Toronto headquarters from 
1880 to 1940. 

There are only two other instruments of 
their kind surviving and these are on display 
In London, England. a Barograph In K€1N 
Gardens and a Thermograph In the Bnt1sh 
Science Museum. 

Both the photographic thermograph 
and barograph will soon be added to the 
glass-encased exhib1t1on on display In the 
Oownsview building lobby. Tom has had 
compiled a catalogue which lists 200 
antique items. He remembers he donated 
some plum pieces to Edmonton Weather 
Centre - remembers It with dismay. "Gosh 
they were beautiful! I'm sorry I parted with 
them." 

Following the establishment of the col
lection for the Centennial, the next big restor
ing and refurbishing event occurred in 1984 
as part of the Environment 2000 project. 
About 25 pieces were restored at that time 
by two summer employees. These items in
cluded an 1840 mechanical calculator and a 
tipping bucket rain recorder (see Zephyr 
Breezes, November/December 1984). 

Tom has now organized some of these 
antique pieces into a travelling display which 
has already been exhibited at Sudbury's 
Science North science centre and in Ottawa. 
Oownsview will remain the home base of the 
display, however. 

With the completion of the restoration of 
the photo thermograph and the barograph 
- two magnificent instruments, Tom's care 
of the collection may be starting to slow 
down. His retirement from AES looms two or 
three years down the road. But before sur
rendering the prize collection, he intends to 
make one last dash over to the British 
Science Museum and bring back all the 
data on old weather instruments he can lay 
his hands on. 

As all antiques do, the collection will 
grow in value during the years ahead and 
will make a wonderful inheritance for meteo
rologists two or three generations from now. 

Seen at the opening session of CIMO IX in Ottawa in mid.July are, left to right: Don Smith, deputy secretary general, World 
Meteorological Organization, Dr. Jaan Kruus, vice president, CIMO, Jacques Gerin former deputy minister DOE and Dr. S. Huovila, 
president of CIMO. CIMO which stands for Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation, examined among other things, 
methods of stan.dardizing WMO weather observations around the world. 
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