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Mike Ba/shaw 

This year 's theme for the World Meteoro­
logical Organization's Day, (March 23) 
was Meteorology as a Model of Interna­
tional Cooperation. Jean-Guy Cote, advi­
sor on Inter-governmental Affairs , Is 
always glad when good AES examples 
can be cited to support the theme of 
WMO Day. Two of these immediately 
sprang to mind. Mike Balshaw, regional 
director, AES Central Region, led a team 
of world weather experts to Geneva, 
Switzerland and to Africa last fall to plan 
and make recommendations for a future 
African Centre of Meteorological Appli­
cations for Development. In add1t1on Cliff 
Hines, supervisor of Electronic Equip­
ment, also of AES Central Region, was 
whisked down to Madagascar off the 
coast of East Africa for a few weeks, a 
year earlier to install some high fre­
quency transceivers, vital for the opera­
tion of that country 's weather service. The 
two instances cited are examples of two 
very different types of Canadian mete­
orological expertise required around the 
world . The first involves partIcIpatIon In 
the planning of major proJects like AC­
MAD on a continent-wide scale. The sec­
ond illustrates the ability of Canadian 
specialists to fly in at short notice and 
carry out work of an entirely practical 
nature, not hesitating to rough it where 
necessary. 

May 6, 1536: Jacques Cartier sailed for home 
after spending a severe winter near Quebec. He 
and his men suffered from the intense winter cold 
and scurvy; 25 died before spring arrived. 

May 14, 1986: A blizzard with 80 km/h winds and 
knee-deep snow surprised south-central Alberta 
The 2-day storm stranded motorists and left 
dozens of communities without utility services. 
More than 1 million people were affected by the 
blizzard, described as the worst spring storm in 
Alberta history. 

/n England, the Eagle Star Insurance 
Company insured a church garden fete 
against rain . When the fete was enjoyed 
under a cloudless sky, the vicar asked 
that his money be refunded on the 
grounds that , as the sun had shone unin­
terruptedly all day long, the insurer had 
run no nsk. The Eagle Star underwriter 
complained that the vicar was trying to 
put him out of business. 

From a letter received by the Canadian 
Climate Centre - 'We would appreciate It 

if you could provide us with the weather 
records for the area between Sydney, 
Nova Scotia and Saint John's, Newfound­
land , including the island of St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, up to 10:00 a.m. local 
time, June 19, 1986. Would you kindly 
include certified copies of the area fore­
cast, the winds aloft forecast, the synop­
tic surface analysis, terminal forecasts for 
Sydney, N.S., St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
and Saint John's and Cornerbrook. 
Could you also kindly provide us with 
records relating to any weather-related 
NOTAMS and records of any pilot reports 
for that area on that day''. 
Coming right up, sir! 

Soo weather office staff are all wet! 
Those In the Sault Ste Mane weather 
office are community-active people. 
Zephyr has reported their goings-on be­
fore . This time, senior meteorological 
technician Don Simard, an executive of 
the local Aquatic Club and father of two 
competitive swimmers, organized and 
co-emceed the CAT-SSMAC CHAL­
LENGE CUP, a swim meet d1v1ded into 
three categories described by Simard as 
follows - ''Those who could swim; those 
who thought they could swim; and those 
who knew they couldn1 swim ''. 

This was a two-day event. It was no 
minor affair either. Sixty-eight teams, 270 
swim-suited bathers, competed with 
shark-like ferocity. There were teams con­
sisting of "city hall , police, firemen , gov-

ernment offices, doctors , nurses, 
lawyers, the media, teachers, local busi­
nesses, and even ''Team Skeleton" from a 
funeral home. The weather office team -
Ron Houghton, Wayne Whittaker, Terry 
Smith , Don Simard, and Steve Speirs -
were called ''The Crazy Chinooks''. There 
were prizes for the best costumes, the 
slowest team and the fattest team. Any 
way you could make a fool of yourself -
there was a prize for it. 

$5,000 was raised to promote com­
petitive swimming in the Soo. The Crazy 
Chinooks just missed the bronze medal 
in their category by 0.3 seconds. Their 
category was - those who knew they 
couldn1 swim! 
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