
They say we ’re more than a 
weather service... 
Public enquires to AES are usually standard questions about 
temperatures and forecasts. But apparently there are some 
mighty strange questions that don’t relate to weather or the 
atmosphere. Is this truth or just a vicious rumour? 

Classification 
Simplification Update 
As pan of the PS2000 classification simplification, the new 
General Administration Group (GE) will consolidate the 
former CR, ST, DA, CM, IS, PM, AS, Fl, PE and LS 
groups. 

Inquiring minds want to know - What’s the strangest, most 
unusual and/or wackiest request for information you’ve 
ever received? We at Zephyr want to compile the best 
answers in a future article. Whats the prize, a : 

you ask? We’re hoping you‘ll settle for 
world-wide fame and adulation! 

Send your wackiest request by 
March 31st to: 
Editor, Zephyr 
AES Communications 
La Salle Academy,373 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, KIA 0H3 

The new GE classification standard will be based on a point 
rating system, which is presently being developed. All of 
the positions within the GE group will be evaluated against 
this system. Present plans indicate that 25% of the GE 
positions will be evaluated by the end of December 1992. 
The other 75% will be evaluated by December of 1993. C O 

During the trial evaluation period, job descriptions will 
continue to be written in the current format. A DOE 
working group will soon be set up to develop procedures to 
implement this conversion. 

Software that’s hard to beat 
When relocated north, southemers 
accustomed to big-city attractions 
sometimes don‘t know what to do with 
their spare time. As Richard 
Desjardins could tell you, all it takes is 
initiative and a little imagination. 

During a recent stay in Iqaluit, 
Weather Service Specialist Desjardins 
amused himself in his off—hours with a 
modest project - creating two labour- 
saving weather software programs. 

As most know, the preparation of 
monthly summaries is a time- 
consuming and tedious task. Then 
along came Richard and his computer 
programs, C limaster and Translagger. 
Climaster reads 75% of the NCCS data 
nem$ary to create monthly summaries. 
Translogger, a Climaster adaptation, 
translates rough data from CR-21X- 
type automated stations into data the 
other program can understand. 
Climaster then prepares statements in 
mere minutes, delivering them by 
06200 Universal Time on the first day 
of each month. The programs save 
data for over a year. The result is 
fewer computations and much happier 
staff. 

For Richard, a 
self—taught 
computer whiz, 
creating two new 
programs 
involved great 
personal sacri- 
fice. "I didn‘t see 
my wife for two 
years," he 
admits. Luckily, 
she understood 
his obsession 
with his 
"mistress with 
a microchip" 
and supported 
him 
throughout. After countless hours of 
work, he finished the programs and 
generously gave them to Environment 
Canada. 

Desjardins (Quebec Region) can make life easierfor you. 

distractions will not keep him from his 
favourite hobby, computers. 

For further information or a copy of the 
programs, contact: 

The programs are used by all Quebec 
weather stations. Recently, Richard 
translated both programs into English 
so he hopes other weather stations will 
take advantage of them soon. Richard 
has recently been relocated to Mirabel 
but he vows the southern life and its 

Réal Franc, 
Regional Superintendent, Standards 
and Requirements, 
St-Laurent, Quebec, 
(514)283-1104


