
CMC and RPN improve medium range forecast model 
Acting Director of CMC, Pierre 
Dubreuil, recently took the opportu­
nity to praise CMC and RPN employ­
ees for their exceptional work leading 
to the implementation of a global 
analysis and forecast system. Since 
its creation, CMC had only operated 
hemispheric models. This change to a 
global system brings Canadian 
models in line with the best in the 
world. 

Dubreuil said "it is reassuring and 
gratifying that the quality and dedica­
tion of our personnel can and does 
lead AES to improve services." He 
continued, "This is a team effort, 

where research scientists, meteorolo­
gists and computer scientists matched 
their skills and talents in the pursuit 
of a common goal." Dubreuil is 
referring to the improvements to the 
medium range forecast model as a 
result of the application of state-of­
the-art mathematical models and to 
the use of global, as opposed to 
hemispheric data. 

With these improvements, six-day 
forecasts are of a similar quality to 
the previous five-day forecasts. Also, 
CCC and university researchers 
working on climate monitoring and 
climate change studies will now have 

Cycling to work this summer? 
by John Jones (AAGR) 

Cycling is an enjoyable way to get to 
work, but can be a stressful and 
dangerous proposition if correct 
safety measures are not taken 
seriously. In Metropolitan 
Toronto for example, vehicu­
lar traffic has increased 1.5% 
annually over the past five 
years, and future estimates 
show no decline. Like the 
motorist, the cyclist falls 
under the jurisdiction of the 
Highway Traffic Act and must 
obey all rules of the road or be 
fined accordingly. If you're 
enthusiastic and ready to ride, 
here are a few suggestions: 

I. Ensure your bike is in good 
working condition and sized 
properly; 

2. Wear the appropriate 
bicycle clothing from head 
to toe: use an ANSI 
approved cycling helmet 
and wear cycling gloves in 
case of a fall. Invest in a 
pair of cycling shorts 
(racing or touring) with a 
chamois lining to prevent 
chaffing. Loose clothing 
will inevitably get caught in 
the drive train of your 
bicycle and may cause an 
accident; 

3. Before you begin, map out a route 
using side streets and bicycle paths 
where available. Ride at a comfort-

able pace and obey all traffic rules. 
There is no substitute for common 
sense. 
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a Canadian source for good quality 
global analyses. 

In the mid 1980s, AES chose short­
term forecasting as its highest prior­
ity. As a result, the state of the 
medium range spectral model was 
frozen for more than 3 years. In early 
1990, RPN and CMC jointly decided 
to develop, test and introduce a global 
data assimilation system and a new 
global model using the most up-to­
date numerical techniques. 

Dubreuil congratulated and offered 
sincere appreciation for this very fine 
piece of work to all those of RPN and 
CMC who contributed. 

4. Make yourself visible to motorists 
and do not dodge in and out of 
parked cars. Always ride with the 

flow of traffic and stay off 
the sidewalks; 
5. Use panniers, carriers and 
.baskets to transport your 
goods. There is a definite 
sense of freedom when you 
are not wearing a cumber­
some knapsack while riding 
your bike. 

Finally, remember these 
factors when you next 
entertain the thought of riding 
your bicycle to work. As 
employees of Environment 
Canada, we have a unique 
opportunity to practice what 
we preach. Car and parking 
costs escalate each year, 
public transit is not always 
dependable and the move to a 
cleaner, greener environment 

· makes cycling the socially 
correct choice. Join the 
thousands of cyclists that ride 
to work and have fun. 

Note, in Canada: Improper 
bicycle lighting ($13.75), no 
horn , bell or 
ineffective brakes ($78.75), 
failure to obey traffic signs, 

failure to signal turns and lane 
changes ($78.75), careless driving 
($253.75) 


