
Probability of Pre­
cipitation a reality 

n July 5 A began upplyi ng Prob-
ability of Precipitauon (POP) informa­
ll n in the daily forecasts . Less than a 
yea r earlier, on October 29, 198 l the 
Radio Televi ion News Directors' 
Associa ti on of anada I Atmo pheric 

nvironment Se rvice Task Force 
(RTNDAI AES) formulated 13 recom­
mendations de igned to improve the 
communication of weather information 
to anadian . The econd recommenda­
tion reque ted that "The AES provide 
probabi lity of precipitation information 
as a routine parameter in public weather 
foreca t a public demand for such in­
formatio n i high." 

Thi spring Barry Pauley, Pres ident of 
the RTNDA, presented Environment 
Mini ter John Roberts with the recom­
mendation . He accepted them and Don 

mith, director general of Field Services 
Directorate wa given the responsibility 
10 implement thi new service to be pro­
vided by AES. In March, Al Campbell 
under the upervision of Phil Aber, 
director Field Meteorological Systems 
Branch , wa assigned the task of in­
itiating the POP program. 

ampbell immediately began gather­
ing reference material and performing 
the admini trative work to select a pro­
ject per on to assi t him . David Grimes , 
an MT6 from the Pacific Weather Cen­
tre , a cho en to coordinate the im­
plementation with AES Regional staff, 
the MC, Training Branch , the Re-
earch Directorate, Information Direc­

torat e and many other and to prepare 
written material. 

Grime reported to AES Downsview 
on pril 29 and immediately began 
re earch and preparation of an im­
plementation plan. He quickly produced 
paper to promote di cussion of prob­
abilit and for guidance on implementa­
tion in the forecast office as well as an 
explanation of POP to u er by the 
\ 04 . 

POP meteorologi t for each region 
wa then ho en to coordinate the im­
plementation procedure . It wa their 
re pon ibilit to recommend points of 
intere t for POP ( erving a a verifica­
ti n rain gauge in ea h regional forecast 
area) to their RD . They would al o fun­
nel problems to the national oordinator 
during implementation and recommend 

preparation of regional studies of pre­
cipitation frequencies under different 
regimes. 

Information Directorate prepared a 
complete press package consisting of 
entertaining taped public service an­
nouncements for radio stations across 
Canada , a POP fact sheet, a Rough and 
Ready User's Guide and a press release 
announcing the beginning of the pro-

Ralph O'Brien: 

gram July 5. Pres response was good 
and AES staff were interviewed by 
various media . 

In September the procedure will be 
reviewed and in March 1983 the program 
will be evaluated. If all goes well and the 
success of this program continues, Prob­
ability of Precipitation will become a 
permanent part of the daily weather 
forecasts. 

a tribute by Jim McCulloch 

On October 2, I was part of a group of 
over four hundred (my estimate) who 
met in Bedford United Church to 
honour the memory of Ralph O'Brien. 
There were many others across the coun­
try who cou ld not attend, and sent 
messages of regret. Last March, Ralph 's 
doctors discovered that he was suffering 
from an advanced case of abdominal 
cancer which surgery, radiation and 
chemo-therapy could not cure. He died 
on September 30; he was 61. 

Ralph had been appointed Regional 
Director of the Atmospheric E nviron­
ment Service' s Atlantic Region only last 
December. His appointment was a very 
clear signal to all meteorologists in the 
AES that there were no more barriers to 
the Executive Category for those with­
out post-graduate degrees. Ralph had 
earlier blazed the trail when he was ap­
pointed Regional Chief of General 
Weather Services in 1973 after a varied 
career which began in 1943 and carried 
him to many military assignments in the 
Maritimes and overseas . 

He was a very special person, a big 
man both physically and spiritually. I 
first met him in the 1960's when he was 
OIC of the Weather Office at Halifax 
International Airport. It was in 1975 , 
when my family and I moved to Atlantic 
Region , that we got to know Ralph as a 
close associate, and him and Gwen as 
ery close friends. In all that they did to 

help us make Atlantic Canada our new 
home, there was no feeling that they 
\ ere " going out of their way"; that was 
their style, and they did it quite natural­
ly. That style carried over into all of his 
activitie including his relationships wi th 
hi taff acros the Region, the provin­
cial officials with , horn he dealt and his 
friend . Undoubtedly, it contributed to 

Ralph O'Brien 

the fact that Atlantic Canada is very well 
served by Weatheradio. 

Ralph loved sai ling. The " Merry 
Chase" usually got into the water as 
soon as she had her bottom scraped and 
painted, and came out when it became 
too masochistic to be in a 25-footer in 
the waters around Halifax . His work 
called for him to travel extensively 
throughout Atlantic Canada during all 
seasons. 

At the memorial service, Gwen was 
accompanied by daughter Judy, son Bob 
and daughter-in-law Nancy. Grand­
children Robbie and Kelly were home in 
bed. For those who have lost touch, 
Gwen's address is: 60 Bedfo rd Hill 
Road , Bedford , ova Scotia, B4A 119. 

(Mr. McCulloch is direcror general, AES 
Cenrral Services Direcrorare, and ar rhe rime 
of ,\lfr. O'Brien's lasr appoinrmenr was direc­
ror general, Field Services Direcrorare.) 
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