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The monthly running means of mean temperature of the type shown in Figure 
2, al o show that the minimum on the trend curves occurs at different times in different 
latitudes and longitudes, just as in the case of the curves of annual running means. The 
evidence to date suggests the tentative conclusion that this mean temperature minimum 
occurs earlier from south to north and from east to west, except in the extreme south, but 
no explanation of this phenomenon can be given at this time. 

Figure 3 shows a graph of the 1000-5 00 m b thickness for the period 1949-197 4 
averaged over the whole Northern Hemisphere north of 30N. It can be seen from this figure 
that while the mean temperature trend shown by the regression line is distinctly downward, 
it i evident that a slow upward trend in the mean tropospheric temperature began in 
1965, following a sharp decrease between 1959 and 1965. This upward trend reflects the 
general upward trend shown in individual mean temperature curves in many parts of the 
hemisphere. The striking decrease in mean temperature between 1959 and 1965, which 
amounted to 0.90°C, may have been what stimulated the prophecies of gloom and doom 
concerning the approach of another Ice Age of which we have been hearing recently . Our 
data demonstrate the variability of climate on relatively short tim e scales. But the possibility 
of other and perhaps more severe climatic shifts, which would have important effects on the 
global economy and food production , has not been demonstrated. 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS FOR TECHNICIANS - COURSE NO. l 

A first course for Meteorological Technicians in meteorological computer 
applications was held at AES Headquarters , June 9-13 , 1975. This course was presented 
by Professional Development Division in co-operation with Technical Training Division 
Training Branch. The ten participants represented Western and Central regions as well as the 
Canadian Meteorological Centre. 

This course was in response to a growing need for qualified meteorological 
technicians with some training in computer methods, as a direct result of the installation of 
dedicated mini-computers at the major forecast offices. The course, an abbreviated version of 
the introductory Computer Applications to Forecasting course given to meteorologists , had 
th following objectives: 

l . To provide some working knowledge of solving meteorological problems 
by computer methods using the FORTRAN programming language. 

2. To provide an overview of the current and future operational applications 
of computers in the AES. 

3. To provide some actual "hands-on" experience with computer related 
activities for technicians. 
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Front Row: (Left to Right) T. White (Course Director, Technical Training Division), G. Langevin (Wes), 
D. Duriez (Wes), J. Mu/lock (Wes), G. Bu"idge (CMC), A. Mistal (Cen), M. Ba/shaw (Chief Instructor, 
Professional Development Division). 
Back Row: (Left to Right) J. MacDuff (Cen), R. Melick ( Wes), T. Eliopoulos (CMC), H. Alleyne (CMC), 
M. Degrosbois (CMC). 

Courtesy G.M . (Bill) Kiely 

The response of the participants to the course was good . Suggestions solicited 
from the participants for future courses indicated that it should be expanded to include 
programming in other areas such as vorticity and Hovmoller diagrams. It is hoped that an 
expanded and improved computer applications course could be integrated into the training 
of operations technicians. 


