
New Ice Centre and Ottawa Weather 
Office Colocated and Operational 
Two major AES operational units are now lo­
cated at the historic Lasalle Academy in down­
town Ottawa, opposite the architecturally impres­
sive National Gallery. 

The Environment Canada Ice Centre lo­
cated on three floors behind the original Col­
lege, contains some of the world's most tech­
nically advanced ice reconnaissance and ice 
analysis equipment. This ranges all the way 
from an impressive new system for tracking the 
course of potentially destructive icebergs, known 
as the Berg Analysis Prediction System (SAPS), 
to a new flight planner for aircraft (both govern­
ment and private) preparing to set out on ice 
patrol missions in the Arctic or off Canada's 
East Coast. 

Don Champ, director of AES Ice Branch 
says that this state-of-the art Ice Centre is now 
fully operational and open for business. "We 
can provide complete background support to 
the field ice service specialists of AES who 
deliver front line decisions and info rmation to 
Canadian Coast Guard icebreaker captains and 
to ice operations officers". 

The Weather Office used to be located at 
Ottawa International Airport, but in late fall it 
moved to its present downtown location next 
door to the Ice Centre. A completely bilingual 
W04, it supplies broadcast weather reports in 
French to locations as far away as Windsor in 
southwestern Ontario and Hearst in the north. In 
all, the Ottawa office now receives close to a 
quarter million public telephone (ATAD) enquiries 
per month and due to its new downtown loca­
tion, tends to receive an increasing number of 
public visits. (For more information on the 
Weather Office, please see page 5.) 

Identifying the AES name with the La­
salle Academy address is completed by the fact 
that the same building now houses ADMA El iza­
beth Dowdeswell 's office as well as that of the 
Policy, Planning and Assessment Directorate. 

The Ice Centre, now operating 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year, has many other state-of­
the-art features, from a wide-ranging satellite 
communications network to a multi-terminal 

Cont'd. on pages 4-5 

Ice forecaster Hugh McRuher is on the cutting edge of high technology at the new Ice 
Cenlre, as he lnK:ks the course of potentially dangerous icebergs on the Berg Analysis 
Prediction ~m (SAPS). 
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Stamp, poster, bands 
Celebrate Weather 150 

Plans by AES to celebrate 150 years of continu­
ous weather observing across Cana1a are snow­
balling on both the national and regional fronts. 

The project, now known as WEATHER 
150 will include issue by the Canada Post 
Corporation of a comemorative stamp to honor 
weather observing in Canada since 1840. The 
multicolor stamp portrays cumulus clouds, a 
rainbow and the meteorological modelling sym­
bol for the type of weather shown. Fifteen mil­
lion copies of the stamp will be issued and up to 
15,000 custom-designed first day covers will 
bear a message from Environment Minister 
Lucien Bouchard and be distributed to volun­
teer climate observers, severe weather watch­
ers, the media, all AES employees, and to 150 
national weather services, members of the United 
Nations World Meteorological Organization based 
in Geneva. 

In addition, AES is producing a poster 
symbolizing the progress of weather observing, 
from an ancient weather cock to a remote 
sensing weather satellite, as well as a lapel pin 
to be distributed to all volunteer observers -
"backyard", severe weather watchers, and 
marine observers. 

By early, 1990 all AES reg ions had expres­
.sed a strong interest in participating in WEA THEA 
150 anniversary celebrations. Projects suggest­
ed so far include joint AES-Agriculture Canada 
plans to celebrate long term observing in Bran­
don, Manitoba; commemoration of centennial 
observing stations in Calgary and Banff, an 
open house at the Fredericton, New Brunswick 
weather office, and an offer by the National 
Museum of Science and Technology in Ottawa 
to help mount an important display of antique 
meteorological instruments. 

At the September 5, 1990 celebrations, to 
be held on campus at the University of Toronto, 
near the site of the original 1840 observatory, 
there will be a pageant consisting of soldiers or 
militia dressed up in the uniforms of the British 
Royal Artillery, who set up the fi rst experimental 
observing station at Fort York in January 1840, 
then moved it nine months later to the univer-
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s1ty grounds While a band from the Seventh 
Toronto Regiment Artillery plays trad1t1onal mar­
ches, 1t may be possible for red-coated soldiers 
to take token weather observations on specially 
installed ancient instruments while Jun Werner, 
the University's regular climate observer, cor­
roborates their readings on more modern instru­
ments. Those on the podium during the cere­
mony will likely include representatives from 
the National and Historic Sites Branch of Can­
ada's National Parks, senior officers of the Brit­
ish Royal Artillery and the Canadian Depart­
ment of Nat ional Defence, the British High 
Commissioner (Ambassador), the Mayor ofTor­
onto, the Assistant Deputy Minister of AES and, 
1n all probability, Lucien Bouchard himself. 

AES and Environment Canada's Communi­
cations Directorate will also produce fact sheets, 
pamphlets, press releases, media background­
ers, and magazine articles and will have a 
special WEATHER 150 symbol printed on all 
AES stationery during 1990. They will also 
arrange national and local television and radio 
interviews and in general inform the media and 
the public of the valuable work being performed 
by Canada's several thousand volunteer obser­
vers. 

The overall thrust of WEATHER 150 will 
be to present the anniversary as a major na­
tional event. The emphasis will not only be on 
the past history of weather observing. Efforts 
wi ll be made to connect long term continuity in 
maintain ing climate records with the need to 
possess climate data that will assist research 
scientists working on such vital questions as 
the study of future global warming and other 
threats to earth 's frag ile atmosphere. 

Alcide Ouellet, one of Canada's best known 
weather broadcasters, who was a meteorologist 
and long time employee of both AES and the 
Meteorological Branch of Transport Canada, died 
of cancer on October 29 at the age of 65. 

Beginning his career at the Dorval (Mon­
treal) weather office in 1951 , Alcide remained 
with the weather service until his retirement in 
1981. He continued, however, to give regular 
television weather commentaries on the French 
CBC (Radio Canada) in Montreal until only a 
month or two before his death. 

Widely acclaimed among the meteorologi­
cal community for his ability to popularize the 
essentials of weather forecasting, he received 
special recognition from the Canadian Meteoro­
logical and Oceanographic Society (CMOS) for 
his work as a weather communicator. Leading 
AES personnel in Quebec Region have paid 
tribute to his life and work. 

OBi£ fhe Observer ... 

"TYPICAL GOVERN ME.NT BURE:AUC.R-°'CY .. 
NO INS"TRUCTIONS FOR ASSEMBL'( ." 

Alcide Ouellet 
Jean-Guy Cantin, head of Training, said 

that he was both humane and self effacing. He 
was always ready to assist the younger genera­
tion in starting out on their meteorological 
careers but never forgot his contempories. 

Jacques Vanier, chief of the Quebec Wea­
ther Centre, said that Alcide had a solid back­
ground of knowledge which gave his weather 
forecasts and meteorological commentaries a 
unique flavor. 

Pierre Ducharme, chief of Weather Ser­
vices, said that Alcide led his colleagues with 
giant steps in the area of promoting public 
weather forecasting. He also was a Quebecker 
who showed pride in his language. 

Roger Tremblay, Telecommunications 
chief, said that Alcide was jovial, reliable, a 
good listener, receptive to new ideas whatever 
their source and he radiated a sense of goodness. 

A group of meteorologists at the Quebec 
Weather Centre added that Alcide was a leading 
figure in French Canada and a pioneer in the 
work of popularizing weather forecasting in the 
French language. 
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