
Barney Boville, director, CCC at the open­
ing of the CCC. 

M. Barney Boville directeur du CCC, a 
/'occasion de /'inauguration du CCC. 

Canadian climate centre 
opens officially 
Posters heralding " I'm for Barney" 
and yellow buttons proclaiming 
" I'm a CCC Devotee , Drone , Drinker, 
Dropout" were all part of the 
festivities at the official opening of 
the Canadian climate centre (CCC) 
June 12. 

Approximately I 00 AES Downs­
view employees gathered to watch 
Dr. A.E. Collin , assistant deputy 
minister , cut the ribbon leading to 
the new briefing and display area . 

Dr. B.W. " Barney" Boville , 
director of the centre , made the 
opening remarks , which included an 
anecdotal history of climatology. 

Although the centre began opera­
tions in April I 978 , some reorganiza­
tion has taken place this year. Staff 
from Research Directorate have been 
added to CCC to give more strength 
to the work in hydrometeorology 
and biometeorology. The data archive 
and quality control division has 
been reo rganized into a data manage­
ment division using more staff from 
the computing cen tre . 

CCC has also started a weekly 
climate bulletin which covers descrip ­
tions of climatic anomalies and their 
impacts on the country. 

This year the CCC answered 
11,000 requests for information 
from its publications and micro­
fiche , microfilm and digital archives. 
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At the same time , staff developed 
techniques for mapping snow cove r 
and lake temperatures from satellite 
data, studied Arctic development and 
environmental assessments and 
carried out a variety of other activities. 

The objectives the staff works 
towards are to provide an efficient 
climate service , to improve under­
standing of climate and to under­
stand and predict the effects of man 
on climate . 

They are trying to develop the 
ability to forecast climate on a 
monthly , seasonal , annual and longer 
period basis . 

The ability to predict the impact 
of climate on human activities, the 
economy and the environment are 
also part of CCC's expected develop­
ments. 

High priority has been given to 
providing much needed information 
on snow , ice, drought , floods , cold, 
and other climatic phenomena of 
socio-economic importance. 

This information is especially 
important to the agriculture, energy, 
transportation and tourism sectors. 

After the ceremonial cutting of 
the ribbon at the opening of the 
centre wine and beer were served to 
celebrate. On display were meteo­
rological equipment and information 
on the CCC. 

Scout 
records 
weather data 
Roman Kumar has been working as a 
weatherman for seven months and 
he may already be up for an award . 
Kumar is 14 years old . 

Fred Geddes , senior climatological 
ice technician in Ottawa, gave a 
lecture on weather to a group of 
Ottawa boyscou ts last November. 
Kumar enjoyed it so much he de­
cided to set up his own mini-climate 
station and has been recording data 
ever since. 

Kumar will probably receive a 
badge from the Scouts for his extra 
efforts , says Geddes. 

The scout lives about four km 
from Uplands Airport where Ottawa 
temperatures are officially r~orded. 
"Comparisons can be easili made," 
Geddes says. "There shouldn't be too 
much difference with Roman's 
results." 

Kumar takes his temperature and 
precipitation readings at 12: 30 GMT 
every day from his Windsor Park 
home . He also records descriptions 
of the clouds present at that time. 

"The Boy Scout handbook covers 
meteorology briefly ," says Geddes , 
"so I was asked to give a talk about 
it. It 's easier to have something 
explained to you than to read about 
it." Geddes himself works with a 
Beaver troup in Ottawa. Beavers are 
the youngest members of the Boy 
Scouts of Canada. 

Geddes supplied the scouts with 
printed material including cloud 
charts and weather maps to illustrate 
his description. 

He followed through some weather 
systems with the boys and explained 
the different weather symbols to 
them. " They liked the tornadoes, 
heavy rains and snow ," he says, 
" Some wanted to know why they 
had so much snow (in Ottawa) while 
other areas had little ." 

Because the handbook covers 
temperature and precipitation , he 
emphasized these areas . 

Geddes says the young meteo­
rologist stopped taking readings 
at the beginning of June but will 
start again in September when he 
goes back to school. 
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balloon on a windy day ," he says. 
"The wind was so strong it caught 
the balloon and dragged the student 
along the ground not far from the 
edge of the bluffs." Someone had to 
help him hold the balloon down 
before he became airborne along with 
the equipment. 

A frequent problem students had 
releasing the balloons, says Kostiuk , 
happened whenever there were 
easterly winds. The radiosonde equip­
ment would come crashing through 
the large bay windows of the school 
as it was released. But, says Kostiuk , 
"no one ever failed the course 
because of it." 

From 1962 to 1974 seismological 
training was also given at the school 
in cooperation with the Department 
of Energy , Mines and Resources. 

Ouverture du Centre climatologique 
Des affiches portant la mention "Moi, 
je suis pour Barney" et des macarons 
jaunes proclamant au choix "Le 
C C, j'en raffole , j'en creve, j'en 
bois ou je m'en passe", voila quelques­
uns des elements des festivites qui 
ont marque !'inauguration du Centre 
climatologique canadien (CCC) le 
l 2 juin. 

Une centaine d'emplcyes du SEA 
a Downsview se sont assembles pour 
voir M. A.E. Collin, sous-ministre 
adjoint, couper le ruban a l'entree 
des nouveaux locaux destines aux 
seances d'information et aux ex­
positions. 

M. B.W. "Barney" Boville , 
directeur du Centre, a prononce le 
discours d'ouvertu re en abordant , 
en tre au tres, la petite histoire de la 
cl ima tologie. 

11 000 demandes de 
renseignements 
satisfaites 

Bien que le Centre ait commence 
ses operations en avril 1978, une 
certaine reorganisation a eu lieu 
ette annee. Des membres du per­

sonnel de la direction generale de la 
recherche ont etJ affectes au CCC 
pour donner une plus grande ampleur 
au travaux en hydrometeorologie et 
en biometeorologie. Par suite d'une 
restructuration, la division des 

archives des donnees et du controle 
de la qualite est devenue la division 
de la gestion des donnees et englobe 
un plus grand nombre du personnel 
du centre informatique. 

Le CCC a aussi lance un bulletin 
climatologique hebdomadaire qui 
decrit notarnment les anomalies 
meteorologiques et leur impact sur le 
pays. 

Cette annee, le CCC a repondu a 
11 000 demandes de renseignements 
a partir de ses publications, micro­
fiches, microfilms et archives infor­
matiques. En meme temps, son 
personnel a mis au point des methodes 
pour dresser des cartes de l'enneige­
ment et des temperatures des lacs 
en se servant des donnees obtenues 
par satellite. II a egalement etudie 
des prospectives d'environnement 
et de developpemen t dans l' Arctique 
en plus de faire d'autres travaux 
divers. 

Les objectifs du personnel con­
sistent a fournir un service clima­
tologique efficace , a faire mieux 
comprendre le climat et a connaitre 
et prevoir les effets de l'homme sur 
le clirnat. 

II essaie de mettre au point Jes 
moyens de prevoir le climat pour 
des periodes d'un mois, d'une saison, 
d'un an ou d'une duree encore plus 
longue. 

On s'attend que le CCC soit en 
mesure de prevoir !'impact du 
clirnat sur les activites humaines; 
l'economie et l'environnement font 
aussi partie de ces projets . 

Le CCC tente , en priorite , de 
fournir les renseignements dont on a 
tellement besoin sur la neige, la glace, 
la secheresse, Jes inondations, le froid 
et d'autres phenomenes clima­
tologiques d'importance socio-eco­
nomique. 

Ces renseignements sont parti­
culierement utiles aux secteurs de 
!'agriculture, de l'energie, des trans­
ports et du tourisme. 

Apres que le ruban ait ete coupe, 
a !'inauguration du Centre, on a 
servi du vin et de la biere pour feter 
!'occasion. L'exposition compre~ait, 
entre autres , de l'equipement 
meteorologique et des renseigne­
ments sur le CCC. 

Plus tot dans l'apres-rnidi, s'est 
tenue la premiere reunion du comite 
de la planification climatologique . Y 
ont assiste des sous-ministres adjoints 
du MOE et des cadres superieurs 
d'autres organismes gouvernementaux 
participant au programme clima­
tologique canadien. 
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