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Canadian Climate Centre's rendez-vous 
It was more than a brush with nostalgia, or a 
parade of past accomplishments. It was confir­
mation that after 10 years of Herculean efforts, 
a key AES Directorate is alive and well and 
earnestly seeking new ways to meet the chal­
lenges of the 90s - global climate change, new 
research techniques and additional responsib­
ilities to supply political ly-oriented climate adv­
ice to governments and decision makers. 

On June 12 the Canadian Climate Centre 
(CCC) celebrated its 10th anniversary at the 
AES Downsview Headquarters Building with 
speeches, awards, slides, lobby displays and a 
jumbo birthday cake. The audience which filled 
the Downsview auditorium for nearly two hours, 
included both past and present members of the 
CCC, other AES employees and a small number 
of VIPs, some of whom played a major role in 
the Centre 's founding, back in the ?Os. Among 
the special guests was Dave Rodenhu1s, direc­
tor of the Climate Analysis Center (CAC) in 
Washington D.C. who earlier that day had given 
a sem inar on the evolution of the CAC, also 
10 years old. 

Former CCC directors general, Morley 
Thomas and Dr. Barney Boville and former 
acting DG Gordon McKay outlined every aspect 
of the daring adventure that led to the setting up 
of one of the world's first climate cen tres, a 
highly ski lled organization that possessed suffi­
cient expertise to be able to advise the World 
Meteorological Organization on establishing its 
own World Climate Program. The CCC's major 
accomplishments were praised and stories told 
of the Centre's fight to obtain suitable space on 
the fourth floor of the Downsview building. The 
gradual build up of computer archIvIng (starting 
with punch cards) and initiation of research 
activities at the CCC were also explained. 

The guest speaker was Dr. Arthur Collin, 
ADM at AES 1977-80 when the CCC was being 
planned and launched. Bridging the gap bet­
ween past and present, Dr. Collin said that he 
was convinced in those days that Canada could 
provide world leadership not only In weather 
and earth sciences, but also in climate and that 
the people he led at AES had "a vision". 

Switching to the present, Dr. Coll in said 
there had been an astounding change in atti -

The principal participants at the CCC's 10th anniversary celebrations watch as Marilyn 
Lemaire cuts the Birthday Cake. They are, left to right, former CCC director general, 
Barney Boville, former ADMA Dr. Art Colin, director of the Climatologial Applications 
Branch Nancy Cutler, former CCC DG Jim McCulloch, present director general Dr. 
Kirk Dawson, former acting DG Gord McKay and former DG Morley Thomas. 

tude among the world 's governments toward 
global climate issues, so much so that climate 
was now on the agenda of the "international 
mind-set of nations", with atmospheric scien­
tists playing key roles. 

While emphasizing the role of the private 
sector in today 's meteorology, Dr Collin said 
that Canadians will always look to the national 
weather service to fill their basic weather needs. 
In addition, he said that AES will continue to 
play a sc1en t1f1c leadership role on both the 
national and international stage. "In fact", con­
tinued Dr. Collin, "AES has set an example to 
the entire Canadian public service in t11e recruit­
ment, training and deployment of high ly skilled 
personnel. The level of expertise in other gov­
ernment services Is slipping ... but not at AES, 
where scIent1sts continue to feel very much at 
home." 

Dr. Kirk Dawson, appointed DG of the 
Climate Centre in November, 1988, looked for­
ward to the next 10 years at the CCC. He said 
that the Centre was passing from adolescence 
to adulthood and would henceforth be called 

Former CCC director general Jim 
McCulloch displays a certificate bearing 
the names and a photograph of nearly 
all the people who have been with the 
Canadian Climate Centre during its 10 
year existence. 
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TCTI Celebrates Tenth Anniversary 
Over 4,000 visitors attended the Transport Can­
ada Training Institute (TCTI) in Cornwall, Ontario 
May 13 during an open house to commemorate 
the Centre's 10th anniversary. They had excel­
lent opportunities to view the extensive AES 
training faci lities, inspect state-of-the-art mete­
orological equipment and learn about major 
new environmental themes now being pursued 
by the service. 

Phil Boisse, instructor at TCTl's Meteor­
ological Training Centre, said a large proportion 
of the 45 members of the AES trai ning staff 

spent much time mounting operational weather 
instruments to accompany displays on aviation 
weather, ice services and agrometeorology. The 
New Computer Communications System and 
satell ite imagery aspects of the nation-wide 
Multi-Purpose Display System were also 
demonstrated. 

Pamphlets, buttons and posters on acid 
rain, ozone layer depletion, the greenhouse effect 
and other major environmental problems were 
handed out and every conceivable question 
about the work of AES was fielded by trai ning 

staff who gave up a whole Saturday to the 
event. 

Chief spokesperson for AES at the anniv­
ersary ceremony was Jim Alexander, acting 
director of AES Training Branch. He recalled 
longstanding links between the weather service 
and aviation, (The Met branch was once part of 
Transport Canada), right down to the present. 
Mr. Alexander added, "While technological 
advances have made flying possible under most 
atmospheric conditions, aviation is still a very 
weather sensit ive industry. Increased traffic has 



with Past, Present and Future 
upon to give expert advice to governments and 
decIs1on makers at very short notice. He added 
that the CCC's priorities will continue to be data 
management, research, climate analysis and 
operational services. " It isn't what we do that 
will change but how we do It" added Dr. Dawson. 

Commenting on research strategy, 
Dr. Dawson added that renewed emphasis on 
climate modelling will depend on the expertise 
and computer power available under budgetary 
res traints. Referring to another area of Climate 
Centre activities, Dr. Dawson added, "over the 
next 10 years I envisage a renewed commit­
ment to our fundamental business and continu­
ing improvements in the content, quality and 
accessibil ity of the national archive, especially 
as we try to integrate data from the new radar 
satellites and automatic weather stations". 

Referring to the Global Climate System, 
Dr. Dawson added that major research pro­
blems have sti ll to be addressed: the role of 
oceans, clouds, sea ice and the hydrological 
cycle. "Together with the research community, 
we are starting to put together a climate research 
strategy for Canada in the 90s. " he concl uded. 

The CCC ceremony also included distri­
bution of awards to highly deserving Climate 
Centre personnel. Winners of Directorate Level 
Citation of Excellence Awards were Joe Megyes 
for developing a unique processing system for 
solar radiation data; Paul Lavoie for his deve­
lopment of AES guidelines for cooperative cli­
mate autostations; Valerie Moore and Una Ellis 
for excellence in preparing the world-wide 
distribution list for the Proceedings of the 
Changing Atmosphere Conference (Toronto, 
1988) and Janet Isaac for organizing the 1989 
Cancer Daffodil Campaign at AES Downsview. 

Unable to be present for their awards were 
Alain Caillet and Robert Schultz who were 
recognized for work in applying computer tec­
hnology to the production of Climatic Per­
spectives. 

In addition, Jim McCulloch, another for­
mer director general of the CCC, presented a 
scroll which recognized through a list of names 
and a group photo, all employees who have 
worked continuously at the Centre since its 
opening in 1979. The scroll original accepted by 
David Phillips on behalf of the group, will hang 

Invita tions sent out to request participation in the Canadian Climate Centre 's 10th 
Anniversary celebrations included a drawing of the AES Downsview Headquarters 
Building with a detached fourth floor Climatology section hovering slightly above the 
rest of the establishment. On the big day itself the CCC really "lifted off" and artist Bill 
Johnson redid his drawing specially for Zephyr to illustrate this thought. 

Recipf'ents of Directorate-level Citation of Excellence A wards are seen with CCC 
director general Dr. Kirk Dawson (right). They are, left to right, Una Ellis, Valerie 
Moore, Joe Megyes, Paul Louie and Janet Isaac. 

in a prominent location in the CCC. Each of the 
49 employees concerned later received a copy 
of the scroll. David Phillips also presented a 
spectacular multi -screen musical slide show 
with nostalgic photos of nearly everyone con­
nected with the CCC over the past decade. 

After formal ceremonies, Anniversary cake 

and fruit punch were served to all guests out­
doors on the CCC patio. 

The master of ceremonies was Peter 
Scholefield of CCRM and proceedings were 
opened by Nancy Cutler, director, Climate Appli­
cations Branch. A reception was held on the 
CCC patio. 

- AES was in from the Stan 
revealed some new problems such as clear air 
turbulence, microbursts, low level jets and wind­
shear". Mr. Alexander promised that all new 
understandings of these phenomena would be 
included in AES training programs. 

The AES displays were just one popular 
part of the overall exhibition. The chief exhibitor 
was Transport Canada whose presence was 
noted in a number of widely varying fields. The 
Department of National Defence was another 
major exhibitor. 

Mr. Boisse said it was appropriate that 

Meteorology was prominent at the open house 
because AES was represented at TCTI right 
from the start "This is an AES anniversary as 
well as a TCTI one", he added. "For the past 
decade a large majority of AES technical staff 
from all over the country have been trained in 
Cornwall". 

"Chief Transport Canada spokesperson 
at the ceremony was deputy minister of Trans­
portation Glen Shortliffe and Brigadier General 
David Kinsmen attended for the Department of 
National Defence. 

Two AES meteorological instructors 
who played a big part in TCTl's 10th 
anniversary celebrations in Cornwall, 
Ont in May are Keith Grant (left) and 
Phil Boisse. 
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