
1985 had many severe 
weather events 
The Canadian Climate Centre publica
tion "Climatic Perspectives" has drawn 
up a summary of significant weather 
and climate events for 1985. 

The year began with freezing rain in 
southern Ontario and southern Quebec 
causing power outages, traffic acci
dents and airport closings. This was just 
a start, however. 

Heavy snow and blizzards in New
foundland and eastern Quebec on 
January 27-28 caused schools and 
businesses to close, and roads to be 
impassable. Three persons were killed 
during a car-bus collision. 

The East Coast faced numerous, 
often severe weather events including a 
major snowstorm and heavy sea ice on 
February 2-3 which forced drilling rigs 
to move and shipping and ferry services 
to be disrupted. Southern Ontario had 
heavy rain and flooding (February 23-
24) causing ice jams on the lakes, 
inundations on farms and city streets 
and flooding in the tunnel under the 
Welland canal. 

The Prince Edward Island ferry was 
disrupted when snow and freezing rain 
hit the Maritimes. The Welland Canal 
was hit again on April 6 when strong 

Century-old farmhouse north of Shel
burne, Ontario, wrecked during the 
powerful Ba"le tornado, on May 31, 
1985. 

winds and heavy rain in Ontario's 
Niagara peninsula caused major flood
ing and an ice jam which closed the 
canal. 

Winter persisted in the West during 
April 25-27. Major wind storms and 
heavy snow pounded northwest coastal 
British Columbia causing four fishing 
trawlers to sink and two persons to 
drown. 

At the end of May some of the worst 
spring weather in many years assaulted 
northern Ontario. On May 30 a violent 
hailstorm struck this region, ruining 
crops and doing millions of dollars dam
age. The following day the "great Barrie 
Tornado" struck an area to the north and 
northwest of Toronto, killing 12 people, 
injuring hundreds of others and causing 
$100 miliion property losses. 

A week later a wind and duststorm 
attacked southern Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba causing heavy soil erosion and 
other major damage. Newly seeded 
crops were blown away causing losses 
of $4 million. 

A July drought struck British 
Columbia, Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
There were raging forest fires in B.C. 
and several communities were evacu
ated . 

A late July severe thunderstorm 
with hail in Ontario and Quebec caused 
power outages and $3 million damage 
to farms. In addition five people were 
drowned. 

In early August it was southeast 
Saskatchewan's turn. Hail and torrential 
rain caused extensive flooding of fields 
and soil erosion. There was up to 350 
mm of rain in an eight-hour period -
probably a record east of the Rockies. 

On August 26 a hailstorm infl icted 
heavy damage on southwest Ontario 
tobacco and tomato crops. 

By October 8 winter was back in 
southern Manitoba and northwestern 
Ontario where heavy snow brought har
vesting to a standstill. 
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NewADMAhas 
wealth of AES 
experience 

At the beginning of January, Howard 
Ferguson was appointed Assistant De
puty Minister of the Atmospheric Envi
ronment Service. He succeeded Jim 
Bruce who retired as Assistant Deputy 
Minister at the end of 1985. 

Mr. Ferguson has served for more 
than 30 years with AES and its prede
cessor, the Meteorological Branch of 
the Department of Transport. During his 
career he has worked in all major com
ponents of the organization, starting out 
as meteorological officer/weather fore
caster at RCAF Station Trenton in the 
1950's. After obtaining his M.A. at the 
University of Toronto, Mr. Ferguson 
worked as a forecaster at Gander, New
foundland for four and a half years. 

Subsequently, he moved to Toronto 
and after a brief stint in the forecast 
office at the International Airport be
came an instructor in the Train ing Sec
tion where he taught applied meteor
ology. 

In the late 1960's, he moved into 
hydrometeorology where he began to 
gain experience in bilateral and global 
programs through projects of the Inter
national Hydrological Decade and the 
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Chinese Meteorologists Visit West 

Over the past six months Chinese 
meteorologists have been taking an 
increasing interest in Western Cana
dian meteorological installations. 

First a group of ten Chinese scho
lars headed by meteorologist Fan Jin 
Peng made a tour of Alberta Weather 
Centre. Later Peng sat in and did a little 
meteorology with the Centre's staff . 
After, the group sponsored by the Cana
dian International Development Agency 
dispersed to do post-graduate work in 
various universities across Canada. 

But Peng later returned for another 
look at the Weather Centre. He is an 
engineer with the Chinese Meteorologi
cal Administration in Beijing and works 
at instrument development. His return to 
the Centre was welcomed by regional 
director, Bev Burns. Jim Wilson toured 
Peng through Data Acquisition Division 
and , after lunch, John Bullas showed 
him through the satellite section . Final ly 
a more general tour of the Centre was 
conducted by Ivan Rosens and Dave 
Burnett. 

And from Peng , Alberta Weather 
Centre learned something about Chi
nese meteorology which apparently is 
very advanced . For example, the satel
lite arm of the State Meteorological 
Administration is planning a new weath
er satellite from the ground up including 
the necessary rocket booster and guid
ance system. 

Peng invited Alberta Weather Cen
tre staff to visit him in Beijing where his 
wife teaches Chinese to foreign stu
dents. (She says that Canadians have 
no difficulty learning Chinese) . Weather 
Centre people are all fired up to go, if 
and when. 

Then between February 3 and 
March 7 Chinese meteorologist, Mr. Fei 
Quing-pei , spent the final five weeks of 
a one-year stay in Canada with AES 's 
Central Region in Winnipeg . Mr. Fei was 
a participant in the China/Canada Hu
man Development Training Program of 
the World University Service of Canada 

1985 Climate Continued 

November saw a cold wave in 
western Canada. It was the coldest 
November on record at many points in 
British Columbia and at prairie loca
tions. With records dating back over 
100 years it was the third coldest No
vember there. Logging and construc
tion was temporarily halted and even 
some ski resorts were forced to close. 
Many people were treated for frostbite . 
Meanwhile southern Ontario had the 
wettest November on record . In De
cember, Lake Erie rose to an all-time 

Left to right: Mike Ba/shaw (Regional 
Director), Dale Henry (A/O/C, Prairie 
Weather Centre), Garry Schaefer 
(Chief, Scientific Services) and Fe/ 
Qlng-pel (wearing a genuine Central 
Region weather cap). 

(WUSC). Most of his year was spent 
with the Saskatchewan Research Coun
cil in Saskatoon. However, he finally got 
a chance to obtain an overview of the 
scope of Canada's operational weather 
service. 

While in Central Region Mr. Fei 
visited field installations such as the 
Vivian radar, the McCreary CAPMoN 
station and the Brandon Weather Of
fice. In Winnipeg he was familiarized 
with programs and activities in Weather 
Services, in the Prairie Weather Centre 
and in Scientific Services. Since his 
particular interest was in agrometeor
ology a visit to the Canadian Wheat 
Board 's Weather and Crop Surveil
lance Unit was included. 

A farewell gathering on March 7 
featured an exchange of gifts followed 
by a multi-course Chinese luncheon. In 
his parting remarks Pei made note of the 
evident role of technology in AES's 
operations by quoting a Chinese saying: 
"a scholar knows everything without 
going out". He indicated that it is now 
coming true. Upon his return to China, 
Pei will transfer from the Wuxi Meteoro
logical Station to the Zhen Jiang Insti
tute of Agrometeorology where he will 
teach and continue doing research . 

high , causing extensive flooding and 
property damage. Further east a barge 
ran aground spilling oil into the St. 
Lawrence River . 

Commenting on the years' weather 
events, Mike Newark of the Monitoring 
and Prediction Division of the Canadian 
Climate Centre said that 1985 was cer
tainly a year of many severe weather 
events, but it would be difficult to say 
whether there were more or less of 
these events compared to previous 
years. 

Howard Ferguson Continued 

International Field Year for the Great 
Lakes. 

He served as a Division Chief in 
Hydrometeorology first in the Central 
Services Directorate and later in the 
Atmospheric Research Directorate. 

In the late 1970's, Mr. Ferguson 
was asked to serve in Ottawa as Scien
tific Advisor to the new ADM , Dr. Collin. 
After two and a half years in that role, he 
was appointed Director of the Air Quali
ty and Inter-Environmental Research 
Branch. 

In 1980 he was invited to serve the 
Department as Regional Director Gen
eral , Ontario Region for a four-month 
period and he again took on that role 
from 1982 to 1984. One of the major 
responsibilities of that position was the 
management of the Great Lakes Water 
Quality Program and co-chairmanship 
of the Great Lakes Water Quality Board 
under the International Joint Commis
sion. At one point, Mr. Ferguson was at 
the same time also a member of the 
IJC's Air Quality Board, which he later 
co-chaired . 

During the early 1980's, he served 
as Canadian co-chairman of one of the 
Technical Bilateral Working Groups un
der the Memorandum of Intent between 
Canada and U.S.A. on long range trans
port of air polluta'nts. He received a 
Public Service of Canada Merit Award 
for that work. 

He has chaired technical Working 
Groups of WMO and UNESCO. For 
many years he provided post-graduate 
lectures at the University of Toronto and 
was a journal co-editor for the American 
Geophysical Union. As Mr. Ferguson 
says, he has served on "innumerable" 
interdepartmental and interdisciplinary 
committees. 

In 1984, Mr. Ferguson was appoint
ed Director General of the Canadian 
Climate Centre. 

During his career Mr. Ferguson has 
found time to author or co-author more 
than 65 scientific publications. Besides 
contributing to various AES, WMO and 
UNESCO scientific series he has pub
lished in such journals as the Journal of 
Applied Meteorology, Meteorological 
Magazine, Atmosphere and the Bulletin 
of the International Association of 
Scientific Hydrology. His research re
ports have appeared in the published 
Proceedings of the International Asso
ciation of Great Lakes Research and 
the American Water Resources Associ
ation . Mr. Ferguson has also contribut
ed text and maps to the Hydrological 
Atlas of Canada and an article on acid 
rain in the Canadian Encyclopeadia. 

In the next issue of Zephyr we will 
be publishing an interview with the new 
ADM . 




