





...from the President’s Desk

CMOS Friends:

Well, here it is early October. My
term as President seems to be flying
by, and there’s so much to be done.

There is. no lack of incentive to
continue working for CMOS. Hardly
a day goes by that we arent
reminded of the importance of our
fields. For example, Newfoundiand
recently had to endure a pounding from the remnants of a
tropical storm. A group recently suggested that Manitoba
could raise about $4B per year if it decided to ship water
south. As well, there have been several reports on the
fragile Great Lakes ecosystem and the implications of this
on society. Such events, suggestions and assessments are
all linked with our fields to a considerable degree.

CMOS contributes to addressing such issues through our
science but we go further. For example, we interact directly
with decision-makers, and we belong to umbrella or lobby
groups concemed with Canadian science. In particular,
CMOS is currently a member of two organizations that are,
in broad terms, all acting to increase science activities
within Canada:

m Partnership Group for Science and Engineering: PAGSE
includes physical and natural science societies,
engineering societies, and industrial representatives. It
raises the profile of these sciences and their contributions
to Canadian society mainly through large meetings and
presentations by scientists who can impart to a general
audience their enthusiasm, their scientific progress, and the
importance of their work.

m Canadian Consortium for Research: CCR includes many
of the same societies and groups associated with PAGSE,
and it also covers the biological, medical, social and
economic sciences. Its focus is on R&D and govemment
support for it by arranging one-on-one meetings with key
individuals in govemment, as well as preparing position
papers and presenting them to government.

To be sure that we are efficiently addressing science issues
with govemment and outside groups, we are forming a new
committee, the External Relations Committee. Its aim will
be to consistently handle the interests of CMOS with
umbrella groups or lobby groups to which CMOS belongs,
and to act as an advisory group to the Executive and
Council in discussions between CMOS and others on
matters linked with Canadian research.
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