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FIRST CANADIAN METEORQLOGICAL COMMEMORATIVE POSTAGE STAMP

A five~cent stamp will be issued by the Canada Post Office
on the 13th of March 1968 to commemorate the 200th anniversary of
Canada's first long~term, fixed-point weather observations,

The weather readings commemorated by this stamp were
started at Fort Prince of Wales, Churchill, by William Wales and
Joseph Dymond on Sept. 10, 1768; observations several times daily
by barometer and thermometer continued until Aug. 27, 1769.

Farlier remarks on the weather had been recorded by
soldiers, explorers, and others, but these are largely non-
instrumental, and were made in transit, rather than at a fixed
point,

Dymond and Wales were at Hudson Bay under instructions
from the Royal Society to observe the transit of Venus, Wales,
one of the foremost astronomers and mathematicians of his day, was
later to accompany Capt. Cook on voyages around the world,

Fort Prince of Wales, a post originally established near
the present Port Churchill, was destroyed by fire while under con-
struction in 1689; it was rebuilt in 1717. The fort is now
preserved by the Canadian government as a national historic site.

The new postage stamp is also intended to serve as Canada's
recognition of World Meteorological Day, March 23, 1968, which this
year is devoted to the theme of Weather and Agriculture.

The weather is acknowledged to have a stronger and more
continuous impact on our lives than any other feature of the envir-
onment in which we live, Pioneer weather observers led to a vital
modern service provided by the Meteorological Branch, Canada Depart-
ment of Transport, where untold loss of life and property is now-a-
days averted by special bulletins ranging from frost warnings for
fruit and tobacco growers to hurricane alerts; aviation, industry,
public utilities, shipping, agriculture, and forest interests depend
on forecast services provided by the meteorologists.

Horizontal in format, the new stamp had dimensions of LO
mm x 24 mm. It is produced by the four-color lithographic printing
process in yellow, light blue, indigo blue and ochre. A left panel
incorvorates an authentic sectidgn of a recent weather map prepared
by the Meteorological Branch. Yellow and blue are used for the map
area; lettering on the top left of the stamp is "Canada"; at the
bottom left appears the denomination "5% and "Meteorologie". Word-
ing in this left portion is in indigo on a light blue background,

A right panel on the stamp consists of a composite of weather instru-
ments surmounted by "Meteorology"; at the lower right the dates
n]1768-1968", lettering on the right panel is printed in white on an
indigo background. Indigo and ochre shades are used for the radar
antenna and the anemometer suverimposed on a principally white weather
balloon, v

The design selected was executed by the British American Bank
Note Company Limited, Ottawa, whose facilities will be used to print
the full issue of 24,000,000 stamps.
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